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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE obvious utility of the Nxw Gold to the City 
of EpinBuncn, and the care uſed in compiling 


It, to exclude every thing unimportant, and to exhibit 


within the ſhorteſt compaſs poſſible, every thing re- 
quiſite to direct the curioſity of the ſtranger, or even 


the citizen; have hitherto ſecured to it a very fa- 


yourable reception with the Public, 


In this New Edition, earneſtly called for, the Edi. 
tor has corrected ſome few miſtakes, has added ſeve- 
ral additional facts, relative to changes which have 
taken place ſince the laſt edition was printed; and 
has likewiſe enlarged it by the inſertion of an 


ACCOUNT or Tux ENVIRONS os Tas CITY or 
EDINBURGH, 


which ſeemed to be wanted for the farther informa- 
tion of the ſtranger; and which, he hopes, will be 


generally acceptable. 


He therefore preſents this improved edition to the 
Public, with the hope, that it will prove neither 
W n nor unuſeful. 
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CITY OF EDINBURGH. . + 


—.— 
GENERAL HISTORY, 


Taz origin of the name of this city, like that of -. 
moſt others, is very uncertain. Some imagine it 
to be derived from Eth, a ſuppoſed king of the 
Picts. Others from Edwin, a Saxon Prince of __. 
Northumberland, who over-ran the whole or great- 

eſt part of the territories of the Picts, about the year 
617: while others chooſe to derive it from two 
Gzlic words, Dun Edin, ſignifying the face of a 
hill. The name Zdinburgh itſelf, however, ſeems 

to have been unknown in the time of the Romans. 

The moſt ancient title by which we find this city 
diſtinguiſhed, is that of Caſtelb Mynyd Agned ; 


* 


which, in the Engliſh language, ſignifies © the for- 


treſs of the hill of St. Agnes,” Afterwards it was 
E PA I 
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named Caftrum. Pucllarum. The ages in which 
theſe names were given, cannot now be exactly aſ- 
certained, bas 

The Romans, during the time they held the do- 
minion of part of this iſland, divided their poſſeſ- 
fions into fix provinces. The moſt northerly of 
theſe was called Yalentia, which comprehended all 
the ſpace between the walls of Adrian and Severus; 
z. e. between the Friths of Forth and Clyde, on the 


north, and the Tyne and the Solway, on the ſouth ; 


and the fite of Edinburgh is on the very outſkirts 
of that province. 

The caſtle is certainly very ancient. Upon the 
defeat of Egfrid, king of Northumberland in 68 5. 
it fell into the hands of the Picts. The Saxon 
Kings of Northumberland reconquered it in the 
ninth century ; and it was retained by their ſucceſ- 
ſors till the year 956, when it was given up to 
Indulphus king of Scotland. In 1093 it was unſuc- 
ceſsfully beſieged by the uſurper Donald Bane. 
Whether this city was at that time founded or not, 


VI 4a 


is uncertain. Moſt prohably it was; for as protec- 
tion from violence was neceſſary in thoſe barbarous 
ages, the caſtle of Edinburgh could not fail of be- 
ing an inducement to many people to ſettle in its 
neighbourhood ; and thus the city would gradually 
be founded and increaſe. In 1128, King David I. 
founded the Abbey of Holyroodhouſe, for certain 
canons regular, and granted them a charter, in which 
he ſtyled the town Burgo meo de Edwinsburg, © my 


Lock of Edinburgh.” By the ſame charter, he 
granted 
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granted theſe canons 40 ſhillings yearly out of the 
town revenues, and likewiſe 48 ſhillings more from 
the ſame, in caſe of the failure of certain duties pay- 
able from the king's revenue; and likewiſe one 
half of the tallow, lard, and hides, of all the beaſts 
killed in Edinburgh. 

In 1174, the caſtle of Edinburgh was ſurrendered 
to Henry II. of England, in order to purchaſe the 
liberty of King William I. who had been defeated 
and taken priſoner by the Engliſh. But when Wil- 
liam had recovered his liberty, he entered into an 
alliance with Henry, and married his couſin Er- 
mengarde, upon which the caſtle was reſtored as 
| part of the queen's dower. 

In 1215, this city was firſt ditinguiſhed by hav- 
ing a parliament and Provincial ſynod held in it.— 
In 1296, the caſtle was beſieged and taken by Ed- 
ward I. of England; but was recovered in 1313 by 
Thomas Randolf, Earl of Moray, who was aſter- 
wards regent of Scotland during the minority cf 
King David II. At laſt King Robert deſtroyed 
this fortreſs, as well as all others in Scotland, left 
they ſhould afford ſhelter to the Engliſh in any of 
their aſter incurſions into Scotland, It lay in ruins 
for a conſiderable number of years, but was after- 
wards rebuilt by Edward III. of England, who 
placed a ſtrong garriſon in it. 

In 134i, it was reduced by the following ſtrata- 
gem. A man pretending to be an Engliſh mer- 
chant, came to the governor, and told him that he 
had on board his ſhip in the Forth ſome wine, beer, 

A 2 biſcuits, 
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biſcuits, &c. which he would ſell him on very rea- 
ſonable terms. A bargain being made, he promiſed 
to deliver the goods next morning at a very reaſon- 
able rate; but at the time appointed, twelve men, 
diſguiſed in the habit of ſailors, entered the eaſtle 
with the goods and ſuppoſed merchant; and having 
inſtantly killed the porter and centinels, Sir Wil- 
liam Douglas, on a preconcerted ſignal, ruſhed in 
with a band of armed men, and quickly made him- 
ſelf maſter of the place, aſter having cut moſt of 
the garriſon in pieces. 

The year 1437 is remarkable for the: execution 
of the Earl of Athol and his accomplices, who had 
a concern in the murder of James I. The crime, 
it muſt be owned, was execrable, but the puniſh- 
ment was altogether ſhocking to humanity, For 
three days ſueceſſively the aſſaſſins were tortured 
by putting on their heads iron crowns heated red 
hot, diſlocating their joints, pinching their fleſh 
with red hot pincers, ard carrying them in that 
dreadful ſituation through the ſtreets upon hurdles, 
At laſt an end was put to their ſufferings, by cut- 
ting them up alive, and ſending the parts of their 
mangled bodies to the principal towns of the King- 
dom. | 

About the end of the 14th century, it was cuſ- 
tomary to conſider Edinburgh as the capital of the 
kingdom. The town of Leith, with its harbour 
and mills, had been beſtowed upon it by Robert I. 
in 1329; and his grandſon, John Earl of Carrick, 


who afterwards aſcended the throne by the name 
of 
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of Robert III. conferred upon all the Burgeſſes the 
fingular privilege of building houſes in the caſtle, 
upon the ſole condition. that they ſhould be perſons 
of good fame; which we muſt undoubtedly conſi- 
fider as a proof that the number of theſe burgeſſes 
was at that time very ſmall. In 1461 a very con- 
fiderable privilege was conferred on the city by 
Henry VI. of England when in a ſtate of Exile; 
v.. that its inhabitants ſhould have liberty to trade 
to all the Engliſh Ports on the ſame terms with the 
city of Londen. This extraordinary privilege was 
beſtowed ia conſequence of the Kindneſs with which 
that king was treated in a viſit to the Scottiſh mo- 
narch at Edinburgh ; but as Henry was never re- 
ſtored, his gratitude was never attended with any 
benefit to this city. From this time, however, its 
privi. s continued to be increaſing from various 
cauſes. In 1482, the citizens had an opportunity 
of liberating King James from the oppreſſion of his 
nobles, by whom he had been impriſoned in the 
caſtle. On this account the provoſt was, by that 
monarch, made hereditary high ſheriff within the 
city, an office which he ſtill continues to enjoy. 
The council at the ſame time were inveſted with 

the powar of making laws and ſtatutes for the go- 
vernment of the city; and tlis trades, as a teſtimo- 
ny of the royal gratitude for their loyalty, received 
the banner known by the name of the Blue Blanket, 
an enſign formerly capable of producing great com- 
motions, but which has not now been diſplayed for 
A3 many 
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many years paſt. ' However, it ſtill exiſts, and the 
convener of the trades has the charge of keeping it. 
It was not long-aſter the diſcovery of America, 
that the venereal diſeaſe, ſaid to have been import- 
ed from that country, made its way to Edinburgh. 
As early as 1499, only ſive years after the voyage 
of Columbus, we find it looked upon as a moſt 
dreadful plague ; and the unhappy perſons affected 
with it, were ſeparated as effectually as poflible 
from ſociety.' The place of their exile was Inch- 
keith, a ſmall iſland near the middle of the Forth, 
which, ſmall as it is, has a ſpring of freſh water, 
and now affords paſture to ſome ſheep: 

By the overthrow of James IV. at the battle of 
Flowden, the city of Edinburgh was overwhelmed 
with grief and confuſion, that munarch having been 
attended in his unfortunate expedition by the Earl 
of Angus, then provoſt, with the reſt of the magiſ- 
trates, and a number of the principal inhabitants, 
moſt of whom periſhed in the battle. After this 
diſaſter, the inhabitants being alarmed for the ſafety 
of their city, it was enacted, that every fourth man 
ſhould keep watch at night; the fortifications of the 
town were renewed, the wall being alſo extended 
in ſuch a manner as to incloſe the graſs market, and 
the field on which Heriot's Hoſpital, the Grey Fri- 
ars Church, and Charity Workhouſe, ſtand. On 
the eaſt ſide it was made to incloſe the ground on 
which now ſtand the College, Infirmary, and High 
School; after which, turning to the north, it met 


the old wall at the Netherbow-port, After this a- 
larm 


1 
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larm was over, the inhabitants were gradually re- 
lieved from the trouble of watching at night, and a 
certain number of militia appointed to prevent diſ- 
turbances, who continue to this day, and are known 
by the name of the Ton- Guard. Before theſe new 
incloſures, moſt of the principal people lived in the 
Cowgate, without the wall, and the burying-place 
was ſituated where the Parliament Clofe now is. 
In our days of peace, when no alarm of an enemy 
1s at all probable, the greater part of the walls, with 
all the gates, have been taken down, and the city 
laid quite open, in order to afford more ready paſ- 
fage to the great concourſe of people with whom 
the ſtreets are daily filled. But at the period we 
ſpeak of, not only were the inhabitants much leſs 
numerous, by reaſon of the ſmall extent of their 
city, but it was depopulated by a dreadful plague; 
ſo that, to ſtop if poſſible the progreſs of the infec- 
tion, all houſes and ſhops were ſhut for fourteen 
days, and ſome, where infected perſons had died, 
were pulled down altogether. | 
In 1504, the tract of ground called the Burrough 
Muir, was totally overgrown with wood, though 
now it affords not the ſmalleſt veſtige of having 
been in ſuch a ſtate. So great was the quantity at 
that time, however, that it was enacted by the 
town=council, that whoever inclined to purchaſe as 
much wood as was ſufficient to make a new front 
for their houſe, might extend it ſeven feet into the 
ſtreet. Thus the city was in a ſhort time filled 
with houſes of wood inſtead of ſtone ; by which, be- 
ſides 
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fides the inconvenience of having the ſtreet narrowed 


fourteen feet, and the beauty of the whole entirely 


marred, it became much more liable to accidents by 


fire; but almoſt all theſe are now pulled down; 


and, in doing this, a fingular taſte in the maſonry 
which ſupported them, is ſaid to have been diſco- 
veces oy ff | wt | 

In 1542, a war with England having commenced, 
through the treachery of Cardinal Beaton, an Eng- 


liſh fleet of 209 ſail entered the Forth, and having 


landed their forces, quickly made themſelves maſ- 


ters of the towns of Leith and Edinburgh. They 


next attacked the caſtle, but were repulſed from it 
with loſs; and by this they were, ſo enraged that 
they not only deſtroyed the towns of Edinburgh 
and Leith, but laid waſte the country for a great 


way round. Thefe towns, however, ſpeedily re- 


covered from their ruinous ſtate, and in 1547, Leith 
was again burned by the Engliſh after the battle of 
Pinkey, but Edinburgh was ſpared. 

Several diſturbances happened in this cayital at 
the time of the Reformation, none of which greatly 
affected the city till the year 1570, at which time 


there was a c:vil war on account of Queen Mary's 


forced reſignation. The regent, who was one of 
the contending parties, bought the caſtle from the 
perfidious governor (Balfour) for 5coocl. and the 
priory ol Pittenweem. He did not, however, long 
enjoy the fruits of this infamous bargain, Sir Wil- 


liam Kirkaldy, the new governor, a man of great 


integrity and bravery, declared for the Queen, The 
wt | | city 
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city in the meantime was ſometimes in the hands 
of one party and ſometimes of another, during 
which contentions, the inhabitants, as may be eaſily 
imagined, ſuffered extremely. In the year 1570 
abovementioned, Queen Elizabeth ſent a body of 
Tooo foot and 300 horſe, under the command of 
Sir William Drury, to aſſiſt the king's party. The 
caſtle was ſummoned to ſurrender ; and ſeveral ſkir- 
miſhes happened during the courſe of two years, in 
which a kind of predatory war was carried on. At 
laſt a truce was agreed on till the month of Ja- 
nuary 1573 ; and this opportunity the Earl of Mor- 
ton, now regent, made uſe of to build two bulwarks 
acroſs the High Street, nearly oppoſite to the tol- 
booth, to defend the city from the fire of the caſtle, 
On the firſt of January, early in the morning, the 
governor began to cannonade the city. Some of 
the cannon were pointed againſt the fiſh-market, 
then held on the high ſtreet; and the bullets falling 
among the fiſhes, ſcattered them about in a ſurpriſ- 
ing manner, and even drove them up ſo high in the 
air, that they fell down upon the tops of the houſes. 
This unuſual ſpectacle having brought a number of 
people out of their houſes, ſome of them were kill- 

ed, and others dangerouſly wounded. Some little 
time afterwards, ſeveral houſes were ſet on fire by - 
ſhot from the caſtle, and burned to the ground; 
which greatly enraged the people againſt the gover- 
nor. A treaty was at laſt concluded between the 
leaders of the oppoſite factions; but Kirkaldy re- 
fuſed to be comprehended in it. The regent there- 
fore 
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fore ſolicited the aſſiſtance of Queen Elizabeth, and 
Sir William Drury was again ſent into Scotland 
with 1500 foot and a train of artillery. The caſtle 
was now beſieged in form, and batteries raiſed a- 
gainſt it in different places. The governor defend- 
ed himſelf with great bravery for 33 days; but find- 
ing moſt of the fortifications demoliſhed, the well 
choaked up with rubbiſh, and all ſupplies of water 
cut off, he was obliged to ſurrender. The Engliſh 
general, in the name of his miſtreſs, promiſed him 
honourable treatment ; but the Queen of England 
ſhamefully gave him up to the regent, by whom he 
was hanged. 

Soon after this, the Win of fanaticiſm, which 
ſomehow or other ſucceeded the reformation, pro- 
duced violent commotions, not only in Edinburgh, 
but through-the whole kingdom. The foundation 
of theſe diſturbances, and indeed of moſt others 
which have ever happened in Chriſtendom, on ac- 
count of religion, was that pernicious maxim of 
Popery, that the church is independent of the ſtate. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that this maxim was at all 
_ agreeable to the ſovereign; but ſuch was the attach- 
ment of the people to the doct rines of the clergy, 
that king James found himſclf obliged to compound 
matters with them. This, however, anſwered tbe 
purpoſe but very indifterently ; and at laſt a violent 
uprear was excited. The King was then fitting in 
the Court of Seſſion, which was held in the tol- 
booth, when a petition was preſented to him by fix 
perſons, lamenting the dangers which threatened 
religion; 
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religion; and being treated with very little reſpect 
by one Bruce a miniſter, his Majeſty aſked who they 
were that dared to convene againſt his proclamation? 
He was anſwered by Lord Lindſay, that they dared 
to do more, and would not ſuffer religion to be over- 
thrown. On this the king perceiving a number of 
people crowding into the room, withdrew into an- 
other without making any reply, ordering the door 
to be ſhut. . By this the petitioners - were ſo much 
enraged, that on their return to the church the moſt 
furious reſolutions were taken; and had it not been 
for the activity of Sir Alexander Home the provoſt, 
and Mr Watt, the deacon-convener, who aſſembled 
the crafts in his Majeſty's behalf, it is more than 
probable that the door would have been forced, and 
an end put to his life. This affront was ſo much 
reſented by the King, that he thought proper to de- 
clare Edinburgh an unfit place of reſidence for the 
court or the adminiſtration of juſtice. In conſe- 
quence of this declaration, he commanded the col- 
lege of juſtice, the inferior judges, and the nobility 
and barons, to retire from Edinburgh, and not to 
return without expreſs licence, This unexpeRed 
declaration threw the whole town into conſternation, 
and brought back the magiſtrates and principal in- 
habitants to a ſenſe of their duty. With the elergy 
it was far otherwiſe, They railed againſt the king 
in a moſt furious manner; and, endeavouring to 
perſuade the people to take up arms, the magiſ- 
trates were ordered to impriſon them: but they ef- 
caped by a timely flight, A deputation of the moſt 

: reſpec- 
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reſpectable burgeſſes was then ſent to the king at 
Linlithgow, with a view to mitigate his reſentment. 
But he refuſed to be pacified ; and, on the laſt day 
of December 1 596, entered the town between two 
rows of his ſoldiers who lined the ſtreets, while the 
citizens were commanded to keep within their houſ- 
es. A convention of the eſtates was held in the 
tolbooth, before whom the magiſtrates made the 
moſt abje&t ſubmiſſions, but all in vain. The con- 
vention declared one of the late tumults, in which 
an attack had been made upon the king's perſon, to 
be high treaſon; and ordained, that if the magiſ- 
trates did not find out the authors, the city itſelf 
ſhould be ſubjected to all the penalties due to that 
crime. It was even propoſed to raze the town from 
the foundation and erect a pillar on the ſpot where 
it had ſtood, as a monument of its crimes. The 
Inhabitants were now reduced to the utmoſt deſpair; 
but Queen Elizabeth interpoſing in behalf of the ci- 
ty, the King thought proper to abate ſomewhat of 
his rigour, A criminal proſecution, however, was 
commenced, and the town-council were commanded 
to appear at Perth by the firſt of February. On their 
Petition, the time for their appearance was prolong- 
ed to the firſt of March ; and the attendance of thir- 
teen of the common council was declared ſufficient, 
provided they had a proper commiſſion from. the 
reſt, The trial commenced on the fifth day of the 
month, and one of the number having failed in his 
attendance, the cauſe was immediately decided a- 


gainft 
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 Zainſt the council. They were declared rebels, and 
their revenues fgfeited. | 

_ For fifteen days the city e in wa ao 
confulios ; but at laſt, on their earneſt ſupplication, 
and offering to ſubmit entirely to the king's mercy, 
the community were reſtored on the following con- 
ditions; which they had formerly proffered: That 
they ſhould continue to make a moſt dilgent/ſearch 
for the authors of the tumult, in order to bring 
them to condign puniſhment ; that none of the ſe- 
ditious miniſters ſhould be allowed to return to their 
charges, and no others admitted without his majeſ- 
ty's conſent ; and that in the election of their magi- 
ſtrates they ſhould preſent a liſt of the candidates to 
the King, and his Lords of Council and Seſſion, 
whom his Majeſty and their Lordſhips might ap- 
prove or reject at pleaſure,” To theſe conditions the 
King now added ſome others; vis. that the houſes 
which had been poſſeſſed by the miniſters ſhould be 
delivered up to the King; that theclergymen ſhould 
afterwards live diſperſed through the town, every 
one in his own pariſh ; That the town-council houſe 
ſhould be appointed for accommodating the court of 
exchequer ; that the town ſhould become bound tor. 
the ſafty of the Lords of Seſſion from any attempts 

of the burgeſſes, under a penalty of 40,000 merks; - 
and, laſtly, that the town ſhould immediately pay 
20,000 merks to his Majeſty, 

Upon theſe terms, a reconciliation took place; 
which appears to have been very- complete, as the 
King not only allowed the degraded miniſters to be 

| B rep:aced, 
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replaced, but in 610 conferred a mark of his fayour 
on the town, by allowing the provoſt to have a 
ſword of ſtate carried before him, and the magi- 
ſtrates to wear gowns on public oecafions. In 1618 
tre paid his Iaſt viſit to the city. when he was receive 
ed with the moſt extravagantpomp and magnificence, 
The events which, during this period, regard the 
internal police of the city, were principally the fol- 
lowing. After the unfortunate battle at Pinkey, the 
magiſtrates, probably apprehending that now their 
power was enlarged by reafon of the common cala- 


ity, proceeded in fome reſpects in a very arbitrary 


manner; foreing the inhabitants to ftirniſh materials 
for the public works; enjoining merchants to bring 

home filver to be coĩned at tlie mint; and ordering 
Janterns to be hung out at proper places to burn till 
nine at night. &c. Another invaſſon from England 
being apprehended in 1558, the city raiſed 1450" 
men for its defence, among whom there are ſaid to 
have been 20d taylors; ſo that their profeſſion 
ſeems to have been in a very flouriſhing ſtate at that 
time. During the diſturbances which happened at 


the reformation, it was enacted, that the figure of St 


Giles ſhould be cut out of the town ſtandard, and 
that of a thiſtle inſerted in its place. It was like- 

wiſe enacted, that none but thoſe who profeſſed the 
reformed' religion ſhould ſerve in any «ffice whate- 
ver; and the better to preſerve that extraordinary 
appearance of ſanctity which was aff-&ed, a pillar 

wis'ereced in the North — for tue purpoſe of 


— fornicators; | 
In 
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Ila 1595, the boys of the High School roſe againſt 
their maſters ; and ſuch. was the barbariſm of thoſe 
days, that one of theſe ſtriplings ſhot a magiſtrate 
with a piſtol, who had come with the reſt to 
reduce them to obedience, The reaſon of the up- 
roar was, that they were in that year refuſed two 
vacations, which had been cuſtomary in former 
times: however, they were at laſt obliged to ſubmit, 
and ever ſince have been allowed only one for about 
| fix weeks in the autumn. The ſame year the houſe 

of one of the baillies was aſſaulted by the tradeſ- 
men's ſons, aſſiſted by journeymen who had not re- 
ceived the freedom of the town : he eſcaped with 
his life, but the offenders were baniſhed the city for 
ever. ö W. | 

In the beginning of the reign of Charles I. a per- 
| fet harmony feems to have ſubliſted between the 
court and the city of Edinburgh; fer in 1629, King 
Charles I. preſented the city with a new ſword and 
gown, to be worn by the provoſt at the times ap- 
pointed by his father James VI, Next year he paid 
a viſit to this capital, and was received by the magi- 
ſtrates in the moſt pompous manner; but ton af. 
ter this the diſturbances aroſe which were not ter- 
minated but by the death of that unfortunate mo- 
narch. Theſe commenced on an attempt of Charles 
to introduce epiſcopacy into the Kingdom; and the 
firſt ſtep towards this was the erection of the three 
Lothians, and part of Berwick into a dioceſe, Edin- 
burgh being the Epiſcopal ſeat, and the church of 
St Giles the cathedral, But though the attempt 

6 | R 2 was 
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was given over, the minds of the people were not 
to be quieted. Next winter they reſorted to the 
town in ſuch multitudes, that the Privy Counct! 
thonght proper to publiſh- two acts; by one of 
which the people were commanded, under ſevere 
"penalties, to leave town in 24 hours; and by the 
other, the Court of Seſſion was removed to Linlith- 
gow. The populace and their leaders were ſo much 
enraged by the latter, that Lerd Traquair and ſome 
of the biſhops narrowly eſcaped with their lives; 


and next year, (1638) matters became ſtill more 


 Jerious. For now, the king having provoked his 
ſubjects throughout all Scotland with the innova- 
tions he attempted in religion, Edinburgh was made 
the general place of rendezvous, and the moſt for- 
midable aſſociations took place. Each of the towns 
of Scotland had a copy; and that which belonged 
to Edinburgh, crowded with 5000 names, is ſtill 
preſerved among the records of the city. Notwith- 


ſtanding this diſagreement, however, the King once 


more viſited Edinburgh in 164z, and was enter 
_ "tained by the magiſtrates at an expence of 12,000, 
Scots. It does not appear that, after this, the city 
was in any way particularly concerned with the 
diſturbances which followed, either thronghout the 
remainder of the reign of Charles I., the common- 
wealth, or the reign of Charles II. In x680, the 
Duke of York with his Ducheſs, the Princefs 
Anne, and the whole court of Scotland, were en- 
- tertained by the city, in the Parliament Houſe, at 
the expence of 15,000). Scots, At this time it 58 
: {aid 


| 
U 
' 


| 
i 
: 
' 


BISTORY OF EDINBURGH; . 21 


faid that the ſcheme of building a bridge over the 
North Loch was projected by the Duke. 

From the time when King James VI. paid his 
laſt viſit to Edinburgh in 1618, till the time of the 
Union in 1707, a conſiderable number of private re- 
gulations were made by the magiſtrates; ſome of 
them evidently calculated for the good of the city, 
others ſtrongly characteriſtic of that violent ſpirit 
of fanaticiſm which prevailed ſo much in the laſt 
century. Among the former was an adt paſſed in 
1621, that the houſes, inſtead of being covered with 
ſtraw or boards, ſhould have their roofs conſtruc. 
ed of late, tiles, or lead. This act was renewed in 
1667 and in 1698, an act was paſſed, regulating: 


their heights alſo. By this they were reſtrained to 


five (tories, and the thickneſs of the wall determin- 
ed to be three feet at the bottom. In 1684, a lan- 
tern with a candle was ordered to be hung out in 
the firſt floor of every houſe, in order to light the 
ſtreets at night; and there were two coaches, with 
four horſes each, ordered to he bought for the uſe 
of the magiſtrates; but it does-not appear how long 
they continued to be uſed. In 1681 the Court of 
Seſſion diſcontinued. their fittings in ſummer ; but 
as this was found to be attended with inconvenience, 
an act was paſſed for their reſtoration, and they have, 
ever fince, continued to hold two ſeſſions in the year. 
During the time of che civil war in 1649, the city 

was viſited by the plague, which is the laſt time 
that dreadful diſtemper hath made its appearance 
in this country. The infection was ſo violent, that 
B. 3 the 
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the city was almoſt depopulated: the priſoners were 
diſcharged from the tolbooth, and an act was made 
for giving one Dr. Joannes Politius a ſalary of 80), 
Scots per month, for viſiting thoſe who were in- 
feed with the diſeaſe. In 16, the firſt coffee- 
houſes were allowed to be opened, but none with 
out a licence: and the ſame year the town-council 
regulated the price of penny-weddings; ordaining 
the men to pay no more than two ſhillings, and the 
women eighteen pence; very extravagant prices 
having been exacted before. 

The wiſdom of ſome acts, intended to regulate 
the dreſſes, and guard the virtue, of the women, is, 
perhaps, more doubtful. In 1633, an act of coun- 
eil was paſſed, by which women were forbidden to 
wear plaids over their faces, under the penalty of 
five pounds and forfeiture of the plaid for the firſt 
fault. Baniſhment was the puniſhment of the third. 
The reaſon aſſigned for this act was, that matrons 
were not known from ſtrumpets and looſe women, 
while the plaid continued to be worn over the face. 
This act was renewed in 1637 and 1638. Succeed- 
ing town-councils continued to ſhew the ſame re- 
gard to theſe matters; for, in 1695, they enacted, 
that no inn-keeper, vintner, or ale-ſeller, ſhould for 
the future, employ women as waiters or ſervants, 
under the penalty of five ſhillings Sterling for each. 

The following anecdote may, perhaps, make the 
virtues of theſe legiſlators themſelves wear a ſuſ- 
picious aſpect. In 1649, the city having borrowed - 


-* 40,0001, Scots, in order to raiſe their quota of men 
. for 
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for bis Majeſty, the payment of it was abſolutely 
refuſed by the town-council, when a demand was 
made for that purpoſe. That they might not, how- 
ever, depend entirely upon their own opinion in a 
matter of ſuch- importance, they took that of the 
General Aſſembly upon the ſubject; and it was de- 
termined by thele reverend divines, that they were 
not in conſcience bound to pay for an unlawful en- 
gagement, which their predeceſſors had entered into. 
But, in 1652, Cromwell's parliament, who pretend- 
ed to no lets ſanctity than they, declared themſelves 
of a very different opinion: and, on the application 
of one of the creditors, forced them to repay the 
lum. : 

- The treatment which the brave Marquiſs of Mon- 
troſe met with, likewiſe fixes an indelible ſtizma, 
both upon the magiſtrates and clergy at that time. 
Having been put under ſentence of excommunica- 
tion, no perſon was allowed to ſpeak. to him, or do 

him the leaſt office of friendſhip. Being taken pri- 
| ſoner after his defeat at Philiphaugh, he was met 
without the city by the magiſtrates and town-guard, 
and by them conducted in a. kind of gloomy pro- 
ceſſion through the ſtreets bareheaded, in an ele- 
vated cart made for the purpoſe ; the other priſon- 
ers walking two and two before him, At the time 

of his execution, he was attended by, one of the mi- 
niſters, who, according to his own account, did not 
| chooſe to return till. he had ſeen him caſten over 


t he ladder,”? | 
| The 


1 
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The Union in 1707 had almoſt produced a war 
between the two kingdoms, which it was deſigned 
to :nite; and on that occaſion Edinburgh became 
a ſcene of the moſt violent diſturbances. During. 
the time the a& was paſſing, it was found abſolutely 
neceſſary for the guards aud four regiments of foot 
to do duty in the eity. The diſturbances were aug- 
mented by the diſagreement of the two members of 
parliament; and notwithſtanding the victory gained 
at that time by the court party, Sir Patrick Johnſton 
the provoſt, who voted for the union, was obliged 
afterwards to leave the country. In 1715, the city 
remained faithful to the royal cauſe, and proper 
- meaſures were taken for its defence. A committee 
of ſafety, was appointed, the city-guard increaſed, 
and 400 men. raiſed. at the expence of the town. 
The trained bands likewiſe were ordered out, 100 
of whom mounted guard every night: by which 
precautions the rebels were prevented from attempt- 
ing the city : they however made themſelves maſters. 
of the citadelof Leith; but fearing an attack from the 
duke of Argyle, they abandoned it in the night-time. 
' Aſcheme was even laid by them for becoming maſters. 
of the caſtle of Edinburgh; for which purpole they 
bribed a ſerjeant to place their ſcaling ladders. Thus 
ſome of the rebels got up to the top of the walls 
before any alarm was given; but in the mean time 
the plot being diſcovered by the ſerjeant's wife, her 
huſband was hanged over the place where he had 
attempted to introduce the rebels. The expence of 


the. armament which the city had heen at on this 
occaſion, 
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occaſion, amounted to about 1700 l., which was te- 
paid by Government in the year 17217. 

The loyalty of this city was flill farther rt 
able in the year 1725, when diſturbances were ex- 
cited in all parts of the kingdom. Particularly in 
the city of Glaſgow, concerning the exciſe- bill; for 
all remained quiet in Edinbugh, notwithſtanding the 
violent out- eries that were made elſewhere : and fo 
remarkable was the tranquillity in the metropolis, 
that government afterwards returned thanks to the 
magiſtrates for it. In 1736, however, the eity had 
again the misfortune to fall under the royal diſplea- 
ſure, on the following account. Two ſmugglers 
having been detected in ſtealing their own goods 
out of a cuſtom-houſe, were condemned to be hang- 
ed. The crime was looked upon as trivial; and 
therefore, a general murmur prevailed among the 
populace, which was, no doubt, heightened by the 
following accident. At that time, it had been cuſ- 
tomary for perſons condemned to die, to be carried 
each Sunday to the church, called from tliat eir- 
cumſtance the Tolbooth Church. The two prifon- 
ers Juſt mentioned, were conducted in the uſual way, 
guarded by three foldiers to prevent their making 
their eſcape : but having once gone thither a little 
| before the congregation met, one of the priſoners 
ſeized one of the guards in each hand, and the other 
in his teeth, calling out to his eompanion to run; 

which he immediately did, with ſueh ſpeed, that he 
ſoon got out of fight and was never heard of after- 
wards, The perſon who had thus procured the life 
| : of 
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of his companion without regard to his own, would 


no doubt become a general object of compaſſion: 


and, of courſe, when led to the place of execution, 
the guard were ſeverely pelted by the mob; and 
fome of them, according to the teſtimony of the wit- 


neſſes who were ſworn on the occaſion, pretty much 


wounded. By this, Captain Porteous, who com- 
manded the guard, was fo much provoked, that he 


gave orders to fire, by which fix people were killed, 
and eleven wounded, The evidence, however, e- 


ven of the fact that the orders to fire were given, 
appears not to have been altogether unexceptiona- 


ble; nevertheleſs, on this he was tried and condem- 
ned to be executed. At that time the king was ab- 
ent at Hanover, having left the regency in the hands 


of the Queen; and the caſe of the unfortunate Por- 
teous having been repreſented to her, ſhe was pleaf- 
ed to grant him a reprieve : but ſuch was the in · 
yeteracy of the people againſt him, that they deter- 


mineg not to allow him to avail himſelf of the royal 
clemency. On the day that had been appointed for 


his execution, therefore, a number of people aſſem- 
bled, ſhut the gates of the city, and burnt the door 


of the priſon, the ſame which the mob would for- 


merly have broke open in order to murder King 
James. They then took out Porteous, whom it was 
found impoſſible to reſcue out of their hands, tho? 
every method that the magiitrates could take for 
that purpoſe, in ſuch a confuſion, was made uſe of. 
It was even proved, that the member of parliament 


went to the commander in chief, and requeſted that 


_ be 
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he would ſend a party of Soldiers to quell the dif- 
turbance, but was abſolutely denied his requeſt, be- 
cauſe he could not produce à written order from the 


provoſt to this purport; which, in the confufon- 


then exiſting in the city, could - neither have beet 
expected to be given by the provoſt, nor would it 
have been ſafe for any perſon'to have carried it a- 
bout him. Thus the uttappy' victiai was left in 
the hands of his executibhers; and being dragged by 
them to the place deſtined for receiving his fate, was 
hanged' on à dyer's ſign- poſt. As they had not, 
_ brought a rope along with them, they broke open a 
ſhop where they knew ropes were to be had; and 
having taken oat what they wanted, left the money” 
upon the table, and retired without'committitig any 
other diſorder. 

Such an attvcicus ihftüf en Covttrttar could 
not but be hichly reſented: A royal proclamation” 


was iſfued, offeritig a pardon to any accomplice, and” ; 


reward of 2001. to any perſon who would diſcover 
one of thoſe concerned. The protlamiation was or- 
dered to be read from every pulpit in Scotland, the 
firſt Sunday of every month for a twelvemonth : 
but fo divided were the people in their opinions a- 
but this matter, that many of the clergy heſitated” 
exceedingly about complying with the royal order, 
by which they were brought in danger of being 
turned out of their livings ; while thoſe who com- 
plied became ſo unpopular, that their ſituation was 
rendered ſtill worſe than the others. All the ef- 
forts of Government; however, were mfſufficient to 
produce 
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produce any diſcovery ; by which, no doubt, the 
Court were ſtill more exaſperated : and it was now 
determined to execute vengeance upon the magi- 
ſtrates and city at large. Alexander Wilſon, the 
provoſt at that time, was impriſoned three weeks 
| before he could be admitted to bail; after which, 
He and the four bailies, with the Lords of Juſticia- 
ry. were ordered to attend the houſe of Peers at 
London. On their arrival there, a debate enſued, 
whether the Lords ſhould attend in their: robes or- 
not ? but at laſt it was agreed that they ſhould at- 
tend in their robes at the bar. This, however, was 
refuſed by their Lordſhips, who inſiſted that they 
ſhould be examined within the bar; upon which 
the affair of their examination was dropped alto- 
gether. A bill was at laſt paſſed both houſes, by 
which it was enacted, that the city of Edinburgh 
ſhould be fined in 20001, for the benefit of Porteous's 
_ widow (though ſhe was prevailed upon to accept of 
1 500l. for the whole); and the provoſt. was declared 
incapable of ever ſerving Government again in any 
capacity whatever. To prevent ſuch cataſtrophes 
in time coming, the town-council enacted, that, on 
the firſt appearance of an inſurrection, the chief 
officers in the different ſocieties and corporations 
ſnould repair to the council, to receive the orders 
of the magiſtrates for the quelling of the tumult, 
under the penalty of 51. 6s 8d. for each omiſſion, 


In 1743, the city was inveſted by the Pretender 's, | 


army; and on the 19th of Septerober, the Nether- 


e being * to let a coach pals, a party 
| | of 


1 
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of Highlanders, who had reached the gate undiſ- 
covered, ruſhed in, and took poſſeſſion of the city. 
The inhabitants were commanded to deliver up 
their arms at the palace of Holyrood-houſe ; a cer- 
tain quantity of military ſtores. was required from 
the city, under pain of military execution ; and an 
aſſeſſment of 2s 6d. upon the pound was impoſed 
upon the real rents within the city and e g6 


- for defraying that expence. 


The Pretender's army guarded all the avennes to 
the caſtle; but no ſigns of hoſtility enſued till the 
25th of the month, when the garriſon being alarm- 
ed from ſome unknown cauſe, a number of cannon 
were diſcharged at the guard placed at the Weſt- 
port, but with very little effect. This gave occa- 


fion to an order to the guard at the weigh-hoaſe, 


to prevent all intercourſe between the city and 
caſtle ; then the governor acquainted the provoſt 
by letter, that unleſs the communication was pre- 
ſerved, he would be obliged to diſlodge the guard 


by means of artillery, A deputation was next ſent 


to the Pretender, acquainting him with the danger 
the city was in, and 1atreating him to withdraw 
the guard. With this he refuſed to comply; and 
the Highland centinels, firing at ſome people who 
were carrying proviſions into the caſtle, a pretty 
ſmart cannonading enſued, which ſet on fire ſeveral 
houſes, killed ſome people, and did other da- 
mage, The Pretender then conſented to diſmiſs 
the guard, and the cannonading ceaſed. After the 
battle of Culloden, the provoſt of Edinburgh was 


C obliged 
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obliged to ſtand a very long and ſevere trial, firſt at 
London, and then at Edinburgh, for not defending 
the city againſt the rebels; which, from the ſitua- 
tion and extent of the walls, every one muſt have 
ſeen to be impoſſible. 

During this trial, a very uncommon circum- 
fiance happened: the jury having ſat two days, 
inſiſted that they could ſit no longer, and prayed for 
a ſhort reſpite. As the urgency of the caſe was 
apparent, and both parties agreed, the court, aſter 
long reaſoning, adjourned till the day following, 
taking the jury bound under a penalty of zool. 
each; when the court continued fitting two days 
longer, and the jury were one day incloſed. The 
eyent was, that the provoſt was exculpated. 

- After the battle of Culloden the Duke of Cum- 
berland cauſed fourteen of the rebel ſtandards to be 
burned at the croſs : that of the Pretender was car- 
ried by the common executioner, the' others by 
chimney ſweepers; the heralds proclaiming the 
names of the commanders to whom they belonged, 
as they were thrown into the fire. At this time 
the city of Edinburgh felt a temporary inconve- 
nience, from the election of their magiſtrates not 
having taken place at the uſual time; ſo that it 
became neceſſary to apply to his majeſty for the 
reſtoration of the government of the city, This 
was readily granted, the burgeſſes being allowed a 
poll-tax ; after which an entire new ſet of magiſ- 
ſtrates was returned, all of them friends to the 


Houſe of Hanover, and ſoon after, the freedom of 
Wo the 


HISTORY or EDINBURGH. 31 


the city in a gold box was preſented to the Duke 
of Cumberland. 

With theſe tranſactions all betwirt Government 
and the metropolis of Scotland were ended; the 
reſt of its hiſtory therefore only conſiſts of internal 
occurrences, the regulations made by its own ma- 
giſtrates for the benefit: of the city, their applica- 
tions to government for leave to improve it, orthe 
execution of theſe improvements; of which we'ltall 
now give a brief detail, 

In the year 1716, the city firſt beſtowed. a ſet- 
tled ſalary on the provoſt, in order to enable him to 
ſupport the dignity of firſt magiſtrate. This was 
at firſt 3ool; but has fince been augmented to 
500!., which his lordſhip ſtil} enjoys. In: 1718 it 
was recommended to the magiſtrates to diſtinguiſn 
themſelves by wearing coats of black velvet, for 
_ which they were allowed 10 l.; but this act being ab- 
rogated in 1754, gold chains were aſſigned as badges 
of their office which they ſtill continue to wears 
Provoſt Kincaid happened to die in office in the 
year 1777; which being a very rare accident, 
perhaps the only one of the kind to be met with in 
the records of Edinburgh, he was buried with great 
ſolemnity, and a vaſt concourſe of people attended. 

Tumults have been frequent in Edinburgh, 
chiefly on account of the dearneſs of proviſions, 
In 1740, Bell's mills were firſt attacked by the po- 
pulace and afterwards Leith mills ; nor could the 
rioters be diſperſ.d till the military had fired a- 
mong them, aud wounded three, of whom one died ; 

C3 aud 
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and it was found neceſſary to order ſome dragoons 
into the city, in order to preſerve tranquillity, In 
1742, another violent tumult took place, owing to 
a-cuſtom of ſtealing dead bodies from their graves 
for anatomical purpoſes, which had then become 
common. The populace beat to arms, threatened 
deſtruAion to the ſurgeons, and, in ſpite of all the 
efforts of the magiſtrates, demoliſhed the houſe of 
the beadle at St. Cuthbert's. In 1756, new diſ- 
turbances, which required the aſſiſtance of the mi- 
litary, took place: the cauſe at this time was the 
impreſſing of men for the war which was then com- 
mencing. A diſturbance was likewiſe excited in 
2760. This was occaſioned by the footmen, who till | 
then were allowed to follow their maſters into the 
playhouſe, and now took upon them to diſturb the 
entertainment of the company; the conſequence of 
which was, that they were turned out, and have 
ever finee been obliged to wait for their maſters. 
In 1763 and 1765, the tumults on account of the 
proviſions were renewed ; many of the meal-mong- 
ers had their houſes broken open and their ſhops 
deſtroyed. The magiſtrates, as uſual, were ob- 
| Hged to call in a party of dragoons to quell the diſ- 
turbance; but at the ſame time, to put an effec- 
tual ſtop, as far as was in their power, to theſe 
proceedings for the future, they gave ſecurity, that 
people who brought grain or proviſions into the 
market ſhould be ſecured in their roperty. Since- 
that time there have been no tumults directly on 
the account of proviſions ; though, in 1784, a ter- 
rible 
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rible riot and attack of à diſtillery at Canonmills 
took place, on a ſuppoſition. that the diſtillers en- 
hanced the price of meal by uſing unmalted grain, 
The attack was repelled by the ſervants of the diſ- 
tillery ; but the mob could not be quelled until the 
ſheriff called the ſoldiers quartered. in the caſtle to 
his aſſiſtance. The ſame night a party of rioters 
ſet out for Ford, a place ten miles to the ſouthward, . 
where there was likewiſe a large diſtillery; which, 
as there was none to make any oppoſition, they 
ſoon deſtroyed. One man was killed in this riot 
at Edinburgh, by the fire of a ſervant of the diſ- 
tillery, and ſeveral of the rioters were afterwards 
ſecured and puniſhed. 
In the year 1778 and 1779, two very alarming 
diſturbances happened, which threatened a great 
deal of bloodſhed, though happily they were ter- 
minated without any. The firſt was a mutiny of 
the Earl of Seaforth's Highland regiment, who 
were at this time quartered in the caſtle. Theſe 
having been ordered to embark, for ſome reaſon or 
other, unanimouſly refuſed, and poſted themſelves - 
on the top of Arthur's ſeat, where they continued 
for two days. Troops were colle&ed to prevent 
their eſcape, and the inhabitants were ordered to / 
keep within doors at the firſt toll of the great bell, 
which was to be a ſignal of violence about to take 
place ; but fortunately all the fears, naturally ariſ- 
ing from the expectation of this event, were diſſi- 
pated by an accommodation. The other happened 
on account of the attempt to repeal the penal laws 
C 3 againſt 
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4 againſt the papiſts; and was much more alarming 
than the other, as being the effect of a premedi- 

| tated ſcheine, and determined reſolution to oppoſe 
government. On the 2d of February 1779, a mob 
aſſembled in the evening, burned a popiſh chapel, 

and plandered another. Next day they renewed 

their depredations; deſtroying and carrying of the 
books, furniture, &c. of ſeveral popiſh prieſts and 
others of that perſuaſion. The riot continued all 
that day, though the aſſiſtance of the military was 
called in; but happily no lives were loſt; nor was 
there any firing. The city was afterwards obliged 

to make good the damage ſuſtained by the Ca- 
tholics ou this occafion, which was efimated at 


1500 l. 
| 
| 


We ſhall cloſe this hiſtory of Edinburgh with a 
general account of the improvements which have 
lately taken place in it, and of which a particular 
deſeription will afterwards be given. Theſe began 
in the year 1753, when the foundation-ſtone of the 
Exchange was laid; at which time there was a 
grand proceſſion, and the greateſt concourſe of peo. 
ple ever known in Edinburgh. A triumphal arch 

was erected for the purpoſe, through which the 
proceſſion paſſed, and medals were ſcattered among 
the populace. In 1756, the high fireet was clear- 
ed by the removal of the croſs; though many re- 
gretted this, on account of its being a very ancient 
and elegant building. In the middle, it had an u- 
nicorn placed on the top of a pillar 20 feet high; 

| but 
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but this fine ornament was broken to pieces, by the 
giving way of the tackle by which it was attempt- 
ted to remove it. It is now. again ereQed at 
Drum, a feat belonging to Lord Somerville, about 
four miles from Edinburgh. | 

In 1763, the firſt ſtone of the North Bridge was: 
laid by Provoſt Drummond ; and, in 114679, an act 
of Parliament was obtained for extending the royal- 
ty of the city, over the fields to the northward,. 
where the New Town is now ſituated-. About the 
ſame time, a ſpot of ground upon the ſouth ſide of 
the town was purchaſed by a private perſon for 
1200 l., which being feued out for building, gave 
riſe to the increaſe of the town on that quarter; 
and this proceeded the more rapidly, as the houſes 
built there were free from the dues impoſed upon 
others, ſubject to the royalty. In 1774, the foun- 
dation of the Regiſter-Office was laid. In 1784, 
the project for rendering the acceſs to the town 
equally eaſy on both ſides, was begun to be put in 
execution, by laying the foundation of the South 
Bridge. At the ſame time, a great improvement 
was made by reducing the height of the ſtreet, 
ſeveral feet all the way from the place where the 
croſs ſtood to the Netherbow; by which means, 
the aſcent is rendered more eaſy, not only for car- 
riages, but alſo for perſons who walk on foot. Ano- 
ther very uſeful public work was the formation of an 
earthen mound, with rubbiſh removed from the im- 
provements in the Old and the New Town, to ſerve as 
a paſſage between the Lawn Market and the upper 
part 
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part of the New Town. At the ſame time, the 
{treet was farther cleared by the rem val of the 
town-guard-houſe, which had long been complain- 
ed of as an incumbrance. It is tilt farther in con- 
templation to remove the Luckenbooths ; and 
when this is accompliſhed, with other improve- 
ments, by which it muſt neceſſarily be aecompa- 
nied, it is to be queſtioned, whether any city in 
Britain will be able to vie with Edinburgh in ele- 
gance and beauty. 


Having thus given a conciſe hiſtory of the city 


from its earlieſt foundation, we ſhall now proceed 
to deſcribe it in its improved ſtate, 


DESCRIPFION 
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Epmevrcn is ſituated upon a ſteep hill, riſing 
from eaſt to weſt, and terminating in a high and 
inacceſſible rock, on which the caſtle ſtands. At 
the eaſt end or lower extremity of this hill, ſtands 
the abbey of Holyrood-houſe, or King's palace, diſ- 
tant from the caſtle upwards of a mile; and, be- 
twixt which, along the top of the ridge, and almoſt 
in a ſtraight line, runs the high-ſtreet. On each 
ſide, and parallel to this ridge or hill, is another 
ridge of ground, lower than that in the middle, and 
which does not extend ſo far to the eaſt; that on 
the ſouth being intercepted by Saliſbury- rocks and 
Arthur's ſeat, a hill of about 800 feet of perpendi- 
cular height; and that on the north by the Calton - 
hill, confiderably lower than Arthut's-ſeat: ſo that 
the ſituation of this city is moſt ſingular and ro- 
mantic ; the eaſt or lower part of the town, lying 
between two hills, and the weſt or higher part riſ- 
ing up towards a third hill, little inferior in height 
to the higheſt of the other two, upon which, as has 
been obſerved, the caſtle is built, and overlooks the 
town, | ' | 

The buildings of the town terminate at the diſ- 
tance of about 200 yards from the caſtle-gate ;. 
which ſpace affords a moſt delightful as well as 
conveuient and healthful walk to the inhabitants. 
The proſpect from this ſpot, is perhaps the fineſt 
any 
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any where to be met with, for extent, beauty, and 
variety. 

In the valley or hollow betwixt the mid and the 
ſouth ridges, and nearly parallel to the high-ftreet, 
is another ſtreet called the Cowgate ; and the town 
has now extended itſelf over that ſouth ridge alſo. 
Betwixt the middle and the north ridges, was a 
loch, which, till within theſe laſt thirty years, ter- 
minated the town on that fide. From the high- 
ſtreet towards the loch on the north, and Cowgate 
on the ſouth, run narrow croſs ſtreets or lanes; 
called wynds and cloſes, which grow ſteeper and 
Keeper, the farther weſt or nearer the caſtle; ſo 
that, were it not for the cloſeneſs and great height 
of the buildings, this city, from its ſituation and 
plan, might naturally be expected to be the beſt 
aired, as well as the cleaneſt in Europe. The for- 
mer, notwithſtanding thefe diſadvantages, it enjoys 
in an eminent degree; but we cannot compliment 
it on the latter, notwithſtanding every poſſible 
means has been uſed by the magiſtrates for that 
purpoſe, 3 8 

The ſteepneſs of the aſcent, makes the acceſs to 
the high-ſtreet from the north and ſouth very diff» 
ficult; which, no doubt, greatly retarded the en- 
largement of the city. To remedy this inconve- 
nience on the north, and with a view to extend the 
town on that quarter, a moſt elegant bridge has 
been thrown over the north loch, which joins the 
north ridge to the middle of the High Street, by ſo 
ealy au aſcent, as one iu ſixteen; and in purſuance 


of 
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of the deſign, a plan of a new town to the north 
was fixed upon, and is now nearly finiſhed, with an 
elegance and taſte that do honour to this coun- 
try. In like manner, to facilitate the acceſs from 
the ſouth fide, a bridge has been thrown over the 
valley, through which the Cowgate runs ; which, 
if not equally elegant with the north bridge, is 
certainly as convenient. 

The gradual increaſe: of the city of Edinburgh 
may in ſome degree be underitood from the traces 
of its ancient walls that ſtill remain. James II. in 
1450, firſt beſtowed on the community the privi- 
lege of fortifying the city with a wall, and em- 
powered them to levy a tax upon the inhabitants 
for defraying the expence. When the city was firſt 
fortified, the wall reached no farther than the pre- 
ſent Water-houſe or Reſervoir, on the caſtle-hill : 
from thence to the foot of Halkeriton's wynd, juſt 
below the new bridge, the city was defended by 
the North-loch, an inconſiderable moraſs, which 
being formerly overflowed, formed a ſmall lake 
that hath ſince been drained. From this place to 
the foot of Leith wynd, it does not appear how 
the city was fortified : but from the foot of Leith 
wynd to the Netherbow-port it was defended only 
by a range of houſes; and when theſe had become 

ruinous, a wall was built in their place. The 
original wall of Edinburgh, therefore, began at 
the foot of the north-eaſt rock of the caſtle. Here 
it was ſtrengthened by a ſmall fortreſs, the ruins 
of which are ſtill to be ſeen, and are called the 

Well. 
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Weſt port; then aſcends part of a hill on the other 
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Mell. houſe Tower, from their having a ſpring in 


their neighbourhood. When the wall came oppo- 
lite to the reſervoir, it was carried quite acroſs the 
hill, having a gate on the top for making a com- 
munication between the town and caſtle. In going 
down the hill, it went ſlanting in an oblique direc- 
tion to the firſt angle in going down the Weſt-bow, 
where was a gate named the Upper-bow Port, one 
of the hooks of which ftill remains. Thence it 
proceeded eaſtward, in ſuch a manner as would 
have cut off not only all the Cowgate, but ſomepart 
of the Parliament houſe; and being continued as 
far as the Mint-cloſe, it turned to the north-eaſt, 
and connected itfelf with the buildings on the north 
ſide of the High- ſtreet, where was the original 
Netherbow- port, about 50 yards weſt from that 
which afterwards went by the ſame name. 

Soon after the building of this wall, a new ſtreet 


was formed on the outſide of it, named the Cowgate, 


which, in the 16th century, became the reſidence 
of the nobility, the ſenators of the college of juſ- 
tice, and other perſons of the firſt diſtinction. Af- 


ter the fatal battle of Flowden, however, the in- 


habitants of the Cowgate became very anxious to 
have themſelves defended by a wall as well as the 
reſt. The wall of the city was therefore extended 
to its preſent limits. This new wall begins on the 
ſouth-eaſt ſide of the rock on which the caſtle is 
built, and to which the town-wall comes quite 
cloſe. From thence it deſcends obliquely to the 


fide, 
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fide, called the High Riggs 5 after which it runs 
eaſtward with but little alteration. in irs courſe to 
the Briſto and Potierrow ports, and from thence to 
the Pleaſance. Here it takes a northerly direction, 
which it keeps from thence to the Cowgate-port z 
after which the inclofure is compleated to the Ne- 
therbow by the houſes of St Mary's wynd. The 
original Netherbow-port being found not well 
adapted for defence, was pulled down, and a new 
one built-in 157, by the adherents of Queen Ma- 
ry. In 1626, the late handſome building called 
the Netherbow-Port was erected about 50 yards 
below the place where the former ſtood. It was 
two ſtories high, and had an elegant ſpire in the 
middle ; but being thought to encumber the ſtreet, 
and the whole building being in a crazy fituation, 
it was pulled down by order of the Wai" in 
1564. 

In the 1 wall of Edinburgh, there was, as 
has been already obſerved, a port on the caſtle-hill. 
On the extenſion of the wall, after building the 
houſes in the Cowgate, this gate was pulled down. 
That in the upper or Weſt-bow ſtood for a much 
longer time, and was pulled down within the me- 
mory of ſome perſons lately or perhaps till living. 
Beſides theſe, there was a third, about 50 yards 
above the head of the Canongate; but whether 
there were any more, 1s uncertain, The ports or 
gates of the new wall were, 1. The Mf. port, fi- 
tuated at the extremity of the Graſs- market; be- 
yond which lies a ſuburb of the town and a bo- 


D | rough 
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rough of negality, called Portſburgb. Next to 
this is a wicket, ſtruck out of the town wall in 


2744, for the purpoſe of making an eaſier commu- 


nication between:the town and the public walks in 


h the meadows, than by Briſto-port. The next to 
this was Briſbo- port, built in a515 ; beyond which 
lies a ſuburb called Briffo-ffreet. At a ſmall dif. 


tance from Briſto was the Poternou- port, which 


took this name from a manufactory of earthen ware 


in the neighbourhood. Formerly it was called 


Tir , Field Port. Between this and the Co- 
gate - port ſtood another, called St Mary's Wynd 
Port, which extended from eaſt to weſt acroſs the 
foot of the Pleaſance, and which was demoliſhed 
only ſince the middle of the laſt century. Cloſe to 

- -the middle of this ſtood the Cowgate-Port ; which 


opened a communication between the Cowgate and 


St Mary's Wynd, and the Pleaſance. The Netber- 
bow-port has been already ſpoken of. At the foot 


of Leith-wynd was another gate, known by the 
name of Leith-wynd-port, and within it was a 


wicket giving acceſs to the church or Trinity Col- 


lege, and which ſtill remains. At the foot of Hal- 


"kerſton's wynd was another, which, as well as the 


former, was built about the year 1 560, Both of 


' theſe were pulled down ſome years ago, and all 
the reſt in 1785. Another ſtill remains at the foot 
of the Canongate, n by the name of the 


Pater: gate. | 
For 250 years the city of Edinburgh occupied 


the ſame ſpace of ground, and it is but very lately 
that 
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that its limits have been ſo conſiderably enlarged. 
In the middle of the 16th century, it is deſcribed 
as extending in length about an Italian mile, and 
about half as much' in breadth; which anſwers 
very nearly to its preſent limits, the late enlarge- 
ments only excepted. This ſpace of ground how- 
ever, was not at that time occupied in the manner 


it is at preſent. The houſes were neither ſo high 4 


-nor ſo crowded upon one another'as they are now, 
This was a conſequence of the number of inhabi- 
tants-increaſmg, which has occaſioned the, raifing 
of the houſes to ſuch an height as is- perhaps not 
to be paralleled in any other part of the world. 
Till the. time of the Reformation, the burying» 


ground of the city extended over all the ſpace oc- 


cupied by the Parliament-ſquare, and from thence 
to the Cowgate. The lands lying to the ſouth» 
ward of the Cowgate, were chiefly laid out in 
gardens belonging to the convent of Blackfriars, 
and the church of St Mary in the Field. Theſe 
extended almoſt from the Pleaſance to the Pottet- 
row port. From the Briſto to the Welt-port, the 
ground was laid out in gardens belonging to the 
Grayfriars. The magiſtrates on their application 


to Queen Mary, obtained a grant of the Grayfriats 


- gardens for a burying- place; for whieh it was 
given as a reaſon, that they were ſome what diſtant 
from the town, Here, however, it muſt be under. 
ſtood, that theſe gardens were diſtant from the 
| houſes, and not without the walls; for they had 
been incloſed by them long befure. In the time of 


D 2 James 
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James I. the houſes within the walls ſeem to have 

| been, in general, if not univerſally, covered with 

h thatch or broom, and not above 20 feet high. E- 

lþ ven in the year 1621, theſe roofs were ſo common, 
that they were prohibited. by a& of Parliament, in 
order to prevent accidents from fire. In the mid- 
| dle of the laſt century, there were neither courts 

| nor ſquares in Edinburgh. The Parliament-cloſe, 

i or ſquare, is the oldeſt of this kind in this city. | 
If Miln's fquare, James's court, &c. were built long 
| after; and Argyle's and Brown's ſquares within 
theſe. fifty years. 


— — — 22 — 
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Tux New Tous was projected in the year 1752; 

| but as the magiſtrates could not then procure an 
e extenſion of the royalty, the execution of the deſign 
| was ſuſpended for ſome time. In 176), an ad was 
obtained, by which the royalty was extended over 
the fields, to the northward of the city; upon 
which advertiſements were publiſhed by the ma- 
 giſtrates deſiring proper plans to be given in. Plans 
were given in accordingly, and that. defigned by 
Mr James Craig architect, was adopted. Imme- 
diately afterwards, people were invited to pur- 
chaſe lots from the town- council; and ſuch as 
. purchaſed, became bound to conform to the rules 
of the plan, In the mean time, however, the 
1town=-council had ſecretly: reſerved to themſelves a 


privilege of departing from their own plan; which 
1 ; they 
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they afterwards made uſe of in ſuch a manner as 
produced a law · ſuit. According to the plan held 
forth to the purchaſers, a canal was to be made 
through the place whete the north loch had been, 
and the bank on the north fide of it laid out in 
terraces: but inſtead of this, by an act of council, 
liberty was reſerved. to the town to build upon this 


| fpot 5. and therefore, When many gentlemem had 


built genteel houfes in the New- town, on faith of 


the plan, they were ſurpriſed to find the ſpot, ap- 


pointed for terraces and a canal, beginning to be 
covered with mean, irregular buildings; and work. 


houſes for tradeſmen. Fhis deviation was imme- 


diately complained of; but as the magiſtrates ſhow- 
ed no inclination to grant any redteſs, a ꝓtoſecu- 
tion was commenced againſt them before the Lords 
of Seſſion. Ia that court the cauſe was given As 
gainſt the purſuers, who thereupon appealed to the 
Houll of Lords. Here the ſentence of the Court 


of Seſſion was reverſed, and the caufe remitted to 
the conſideration of their Lordſhips. At laſt, after 


an expenſive conteſt, matters were accommodated. 
The principal term of accommodation was, that 
ſome part of the ground was to be laid out in ter- 
races and a canal; but the time of diſpoſing it in 
that manner was reſerved to the diſeretion of the 
Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, and the 


Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer. Fhe fall of 


part of the bridge, hereafter mentioned, proved a 
very conſiderable diſadvantage to the new town ;- 
as it neceflarily induced a ſuſpicion,, that the paſs 
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age, by means of the bridge, could never be ren 
dered ſafe. . An overſight of the magiſtrates proved 
of more eſſential detriment. A piece of ground 
lay to the ſouthward. of the old town, in a ſituation 
very proper for building. This the magiſtrates 


had an opportunity of purchaſing for 1200 l.; 


which, however they neglected, and it was bought 


by a private perſon, who immediately feued it out 


in lots for building as has been already mentioned. 


The magiſtrates then began to ſee the conſequence; 


namely, that this ſpot being free from the duties 
to which the royalty of Edinburgh is fubject, peo- 
ple would chooſe to reſide there rather than in the 


New Town, Upon this they offered the purchaſer 
20001, for the ground for Which he had paid 1200l. 


but as he demanded 20, cool. the bargain did not 
take place. Notwithſtanding theſe diſcouragements, 


the New town is now almoſt finiſhed ; and, from 


the advantages of its ſituation, and its being built 
according to a regular plan, it hath undoubtedly a 
ſuperiority over any city in Britain. By its fitua- 
tion, however, it is remarkably expoſed to ſtorms 


of wind, which, at Ediaburgh, fometimes rage 
with uncommon violence. | 


It has three ſt reets, almoſt a mile in length, run- 
ning from eaſt to weſt, interſected with croſs ſtreets 
at proper diſtances. The moſt northerly, called 
Durcen's Street, is 100 feet broad, and commands 
an extenſive proſpect of the Forth, the country of 
Fife, and the ſhipping in the river. That called 
George's Street, which is in the middle, is no leſs 

| than 
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than 115 feet wide. It is terminated at each end by 
two very elegant and extenſive ſquares ; that on the 
eaſt end is called Sr. Andrew's Square; the other, not 
yet finiſhed, is named Charlottes Square. Prince's 
ſtreet is the moſt ſoutherly, and extends from the 
northern extremity of the bridge, quite to the welt 
end of the town; though, as that is not yet finiſh- 
ed, we cannot ſay whether it will be done exactly 
according to the plan laid down, as there has' been 
a propoſal made by a private perſon, of continuing 
the whole a confiderable way farther to the weſt- 
ward, to end in à circus, The reaſon given for 
this propoſed innovation is, that the road to glaſ- 
gow. and other parts in the weſt, will thus be ren» 
dered more eaſy, as it will then ly along the new 
bridge, over the Water of Leith at Bell's mulls, | 
which is much more convenient than that juſt now 
in uſe, 


GEORGE's SQUARE, 


T#AT tract of ground on the ſouthern fide of the 
town, which the magiſtrates had negleQed to pur- 
chaſe, was quickly feued out for building, by the 
private proprietor. into whoſe hands it fell. Georg- 
es Square, built upon it, is a very beautiful ſquare; 
and perhaps poſſeſſes ſome advantages of fituation, 
which renders it even preferable to the New Town 
as a place of reſidence. Immediately on the fouth 
fide of George's Square, there has been likewiſe 
hullt the fine ſtreet known by the name of Buc- 

cleugh 
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cleugh Street; the ſituation of which is, however; 
too low to be very healthy. George's Square A 
 ſembly rooms are ſufficiently elegant and commo- 


' dious. And the ſubſeription- dancing - aſſemblies 


in them, have been, for ſome time, rather prefer - 


ed by faſhionable company, to the aſſemblies in the 


rooms in George's Street, in the New Town. 
Laurieſton, extending weſtward from George's 
Square, preſents a range of not inelegant villas, 
each within its own garden. Teviot's Row,.' 
and Park-place are alſs handſome adjundts to 
George's Square. Nicholſon's Street, Briſto Street; 
and all the ftreets and lanes lying between George's 
Street and the Pleaſance ; are laid out with tolera- 


| ble regularity ; are crowdedly inhabited by reſpec- 


table and induſtrious families; and, being interſec- 
ted by two of the great roads leading into the 


| eaſt and the ſouth country, exhibit much of the 


throng and activity which is Rs expected in 


great towns. 
St Patrick's 9 in which Nicholſon s Street 


terminates, at the eaſt end, is an agreeable place to 


inhabit, as is alſo Nzcholfon's Square. Nicholſon's 
Street itſelf, making now one ſtreet with the South 
and the North Bridges ; and having the front of 


the Regiſter Office in full view, at the northern 
end of the laſl of theſe bridges; thus forms a part 


of perhaps the moſt intereſting ſtreet in the whole 
town, or in almoſt any part of Britain. The 
wavy form which this ſtreet receives from a gentle 
riſe and fall near the college; and from another 
1 49 | riſe 
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riſe and fall at the croſſing of the High Street; 
contributes greatly to improve its intereſting and 
agreeable effect to the Eye of Taſte, 

The moſt remarkable public buildings in Edin- 
burgh are: 


- THE CASTLE. 


Tris fortreſs ſtands on a high rock, acceſſible 
only on the eaſt ſide. On all others it is very ſteep, 
and in ſome places perpendicular. It is about 300 
feet high from its baſe; ſo that, before the invens 
tion of artillery, it might well have been deemed 
impregnable; though the event ſhewed that it was 
not. The entry to this fortreſs is defended by an 
outer barrier of palliſadoes; within this is a dry 
ditch, draw-bridge, and gate, defended by two bat- 
teries which flank it; and the whole is commanded 
by an half-moon mounted with braſs cannon, car- 
rying balls of 12 pounds. Beyond theſe are two 
gate-ways, the firſt of which is very ſtrong, and 
has two portculliſes. Immediately beyond the ſe- 
cond gate-way, on the right hand, is a battery 
mounted with braſs cannon, carrying balls 4. 12 
and 18 pounds weight. 
| On the north fide, are a mortar and ſome gun 
batteries. — The upper part of the caſtle contains a 
half: moon battery, a chapel, a parade for exerciſe, 
and a number of houſes in the form of a ſquare, 
which are laid out in barracks tor the officers. Be- 
ſides theſe, . there are other barracks ſufficient to 

coutain 
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contain 1000 men; a powder magazine, bomb 
proof; a grand arſenal capable of containing 8000 


ſtand of arms; und other apartments for the ſame 


nſe, which can contain 22,000 more: ſo that 
30, ooo ſtand of arms may be conveniently lodged 
in this caſtle—On the eaſt fide of the ſquare above 


mentioned, were formerly royal apartments; in 


one of which King James VI. was born, and which 
15 ftill ſhown to thoſe who viſit the caſtle. Tn ano- 
ther, the regalia of Scotland were depoſited on the 


26th of March 1707, and are ſaid to be ſtill kept 


there ; but they are never ſhown to any body. 


Hence a ſuſpicion has ariſen, that they have been 
carried to London; which is the more confirmed, 


as the keeper of the jewel office in the tower of 


London ſhows a crown which he calls that of. 
Scotland; and it is certain, that the door of what 


is called the Croun-· room, has not been publicly 
Knewn to be opened ſince the Union. 
The governor of the caſile is generally a 4 


man, whoſe place is worth about 1000l. a- year; 


and that of deputy-governor, 5ool. This laſt re- 
ſides in the houſe appointed for the governor, as 
the latter never inhabits it. There is alſo a fort. 
major, a ſtore-keeper, maſter-gunner, and chaplain: 


but as this laſt does not reſide in the caſtle, the 


ſolemnities of religious worſhip are ſeldom per- 
formed in the chapel. The Parliamept-houſe was 


formerly included in the great ſquare. on the top, 
-and the royal gardens were in the marſh, after- 
- wards called the North-Lech ; the King's ſtables 
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being on the ſouth fide, where the houſes ſtill re- 
tain the name, and the place where the barns weny 
fill retain the name of Caſtle-barns. 

The caſtle is defended by a company of inva- 
lids, and four or five hundred men, belonging to 
ſome marching regiment, though it can accommo- 
date loco, as above mentioned; and this num- 
ber has been ſometimes kept in it. Its natural 
ſtrength af / ſituation was not ſufficient to render 
it impregnable, even before the invention of ar- 
tillery, as we have already obſerved; much leſs 
would jt be capable of ſecuring it againſt the at. 
tacks of a modern army well provided with can- 
non. It could not, in all probability, withſtand 
even for a few hours, a well-direted bombard- 
ment: for no part but the powder magazine is 
capable of reſiſting thoſe deſtructive machines; 
and the ſplinters from the rock on which the caſ- 
tle is built, could not fail to render them ſtill 
more formidable. Beſides, the water of the well, 
which is very bad, and drawn up from the depth 
of 100 feet, is apt to ſubſide on the continued 
diſcharge of artillery, which produces a concuſ- 
fon in the rock. 


THE TOLBOOTH. 


Ti Tolbooth was erefted-i in 156r, not for the 
purpoſes merely of a priſon, but likewiſe for the 
accommodation of the Parliament and other courts; 
but it has fince become ſo very unfit for any of 

theſe 
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_ purpoſes, that it is now propoſed to pull it 


down, and rebuild it in ſome other place; eſpe- 
. cially as it is very mconvenient in its preſent ſitu- 
ation, on account of its incumbering the ſtreet. 
The provoſt is captain of the tolbooth, with a 
goaler under him: and the latter has a monopoly 
of all the proviſions for the priſoners : a eircum- 
ſtance which muſt certainly be confidered as a 
grievous oppreſſion 5 thoſe who are Teaſt' able to 
purchaſe them. being thus obliged to do ſo at the 
higheſt price. There is a chaplain Who has a ſa- 
wy of 3% a year. 


THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 

| . tee Houſe, in the great hall of 
which the Scottiſh Parliament uſed to Aſſemble, 
is a magnificent building. The hall. is 123 feet 
long, and 42 broad, with a fine arched roof of 
oak, painted and gilded. In this the lawyers and 
agents now attend the courts, and fingle judges fit 
to determine cauſes in the firſt inſtance, or to pre- 
pare them for the whole court, who fit in an in- 
ner room formerly appropriated to the Privy- 
council, In a nich of the wall is placed a fine 
marble ſtatue of Preſident Forbes, erected at the 
expence of the Faculty of Advocates. - There are 
alſo full length portraits of King William III. 
Queen Mary his conſort, and Queen Anne, all 
done by Sir ny Kneller ; alſo of George I. 
John 
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| John Duke of Argyle, and Archibald Duke of 
Argyle, by Mr Aickman of Cairney. 

Above ſtairs are the Court of Fxchequer and 
Treaſury Chamber, with the different offices be- 
longing to that department; and below 1s one of 
R the moſt valuable libraries in Great Britain, be- 
0 longing to the faculty of advocates. Beſides 30, ooo 
: printed volumes, there are in it many ſcarce and 
5 valuable manuſcripts, medals, and coins: here is 
. alſo an entire mummy in its original cheſt, pre». 
1 | ſented to the ſaculty (at the expence of zool.) by 

the Earl of Morton, late prefident of the Royal 
Society. As theſe rooms are immediately below 
the hall where the parliament ſat, they are ſubject 
to a ſearch by the Lord High Conſtable of Scot- 


Ff land, ever fince the gun- powder plot; and this is 
, ſpecified in the gift from the city to the faculty. 
t This library was founded in the year 1681, by 
F Sir George Mackenzie lord advocate. Among 
d other privileges, it is entitled to a copy of every 
it book entered in ſtationer's hall. Before the great 
2 door is a noble equeſtrian ſtatue of Charles II. the 
1- proportions of which are reckoned exceedingly juſt, 
2 Over the entrance are the arms of Scotland, with 
ae Mercy and Truth on each ſide for ſupporters. 

* The Court of Seſton, the ſapreme tribunal in 
re Scotland, conſiſts of 15 judges, who fit on a circu- 
J. lar bench, clothed in purple robes turned up with 
ll crimſon velvet. Six of theſe are Lords of the Jufticia- 
J. ry, and go the circuit twice a- year; but, in this capaci- 
un ty, they wear ſcarlet robes turned up with white ſatin, 
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THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. 


 ApJoininG to the Parliament-houſe, upon the 
north-weſt corner, is a large hall, fitted up for the 
accommodation of the magiſtrates and town-coun» 
eil: here the council hold their meetings; and a 
magiſtrate attends daily, for the diſcuſſion of all 
matters relative to the police of the city. 


ST GILES's CHURCH. 


St Giles s Church is a beautiful Gothic building, 
meaſuring in length 206 feet. At the weſt end, 
its breadth is 110; in the middle, 129; and at the 
eaſt end, 76 feet. It has a very elevated ſituation, 
and is adorned with a lofty ſquare tower, from the 
iides and corners of which riſe arches of figured 
ſtone-work ; theſe meeting with each other in the 
middle, complete the figure of an imperial crown, 
the top of which terminates in a pointed ſpire, The 
whole height of this tower is 161 feet. a 

This is the moſt ancient church in Edinburgh. 


From a paſſage in an old author called Simeon Dus» 


nel menſis, ſome abſurdly conjeQture it to have been 
built before the year 854; but we do not find ex- 
preſs mention made of it before 1359. The tute- 
lar ſaint of this church, and of Edinburgh, was St 


Giles, a native of Greece. He lived in the ſixth * 


century, and was deſcended of an illuſtrious family. 
On the death of his parents, he gave all his eſtate 
| to 
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to the poor, and travelled into France, where he re- 

tired into a wilderneſs near the conflux of the Rhone 

with the fea, and continued there three years. 

Having obtained the reputation of extraordinary 

ſanctity, various miracles were attributed to him; 

and he founded a monaſtery in Languedoc, known 

long after by the name of St Giles's. In the reign 

of James II. Mr Preſton of Gorton, a gentleman 

whoſe deſcendants ſtill poſſeſs an eftate in the coun- 

ty of Edinburgh, got poſſeſſiun of the arm of this 

faint; which relic he bequeathed to the church of 
Edinburgh. In gratitude for this donation, the 

magiſtrares granted a charter in favour of Mr Preſ- 
ton's heirs, by which the neareſt heir of the name 

of Preſton was entitled to carry it in all proceſſions · 

At the fame time, the magiſtrates obliged thein= 

felves to found an eltar in the church of St Giles's, 
and appoint a chaplain for celebrating an annual 

maſs for the ſoul of Mr Preſton ; and likewiſe that 
a tablet, containing his arms,. and an account of his 

pious donation, ſhould be put up in the chapel. 

St Giles's was firſt fimply a pariſh-church, of 
which the biſhop of Landisfarn, or Holy Ifland, in 

the county of Northumberland, was patron. He 
was ſucceeded in the patronage by the abbot and 
canons of Dunfermline, and they by the magiſ- 

trates of Edinburgh. In 1746, it was ereQed into 

a collegiate church by James III. 

At the Reformation, the church was, for the 
greater convenience, divided into ſeveral parts. The 
four principal ones are appropriated to divine wor- 

E 2 ſhip & 
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{bip ; the leſſer ones to other purpoſes. The chief 
of theſe diviſions is called the . b 


NEW CHURCH, 


Fhis Church has been ſome time fince repaired 
and new ſeated. There is in it a very elegant and 
finely ornamented ſeat for his majeſty, with a ca- 
nopy ſupported by four Corinthian pillars, decorated 


in high taſte, This ſeat is uſed by the king's com- 


miſhoner during the time the General Aſſembly 


fits. On the right hand is a ſeat for the Lord High 
Conſtable of Scotland, whoſe office it is to keep the 


peace within doors in his majefly's preſence; it 


being the duty of the Earl Marſhal to do the ſame 


without. The feats belonging to the Lords of 
Council and Seſſion, are on the right of the Lord 
High Conſtable ; and on the left of the throne, was 


a ſeat for the Lord High Chancellor of Scotland; 
but that office being now aboliſhed, the feat is oc- 


cupied' by others. On the left of this fit the Ba- 
rons of Exchequer; and, to the leſt of them, the 
Lord Provoſt, Magiltrates, and Town-council. The 
pulpit, King's ſeat, and galleries, are covered witli 
crimſon velvet, with gold and filk fringes. 


THE OLD CHURCH. 


The central part of St Giles's is fitted up as a 
place of worſhip, for the accommodation of the 
citizens, and called the Old Church. 


THE 
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Ueon the reformation, the preſbyterians con- 
ceived an immoderate averſion at beſtowing the 
names of any of the ſaints upon their churches ; 
but diſtinguiſhed them by ſome circumſtance reſ- 
pecting the time or manner of erection, of vicinity, 
&c. This church accordingly, which occupies the 
fouth-welt corner of St Giles's, from its vicinity 
to the priſon-houſe, was termed the tolbooth church. 
It has lately undergone a thorough repair, and is 
now very neatly fitted up for public worſhip. 


HADDOW'S-HOLE CHURCH. 


This occupies the north-weſt part of St Giles's. 
It was not fitted up as a place of worſhip till A. D. 
1696. It takes the name of Haddow's-bole from 
its having been made a priſon in which a gentle- 
man of the name of Haddow was long confined, 


At the time of the reformation, too, the reli. 
gious utenſils belonging to St Giles's church were 
ſeized by the magiſtrates. They were,---St Giles? 
arm, enſhrined in ſilver, weighing five pounds three 
ounces and a half; a filver chalice, or communion 
_ cup, weighing 23 ounces ;. the great euchariſt or 
communion cup, with golden weike and ſtones ; two 
cruets of 25 ounces ; a golden bell, with a heart, 
of four ounces and. a half; a golden unicorn ;. a 

E 3 golden 
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golden pix, to keep the hoſt ; a ſmall golden heart 
_— with two pearls; a diamond ring; a filver cha- 
lice, patine, and ſpoon, of 32 ounces and a half; 
communion table-cloth of gold brocade ; Sr Cite s 
coat, with a little piece of red velvet which hang 
at his feet; a round filver eucharift ; two filver 
cenſers, of three pounds fifteen ounces : a filver 
ſhip for incenſe ; a large filver croſs, with its baſe, 
weighing ſixteen pounds thirteen ounces and a 
half; a triangular filver lamp; two fitver candle- 
ſticks, of ſeven ponnds three ounces; other two 
of eight pounds thirteen ounces ; a filver chalice 
gilt, of 20 ounces and a half; a filver chalice and 
croſs, of 75 ounces ; beſides the prieſts* robes, and 
other veſtments of gold brocade, crimſon velvet 
embroidered with gold, and green damaſk.---Lheſe 
were all ſold, and part of the money applied to the 
repairs of the church; the reſt was added to the 
funds of the corporation. 

In the ſteeple of St Giles's church are three ve- 
ry large bells and ſome ſmaller ones. There are 
alſo a ſet of muſic bells, which play every day be- 
twixt one and two o'clock, or at any time in Cale 

of rejoicings. 

The aifle of St. Giles's church is fitted up witti 
ſeats for the general aſſembly who meet here; and 
there is a throne for his Majeſty's Commiſſioner 

= with a canopy of crimſon filk damaſk, having the 
king's arms, embroidered with gold; preſented by 
| the late Lord Cathcart to his ſucceſſors in office. 
| In this church is a monument dedicated” to the 

| memory 
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memory of Lord Napier, baron of Merchiſton, well 
known as the inventor of logarithms; a ſzcond to 
the Earl of Murray, regent of Scotland, during'the 
minority of James VI.; and a third to the great 
Marquifs of Montroſe. | 


SIGNET-OFFICE, 


THERE is a hall in the Writers Court, belonging 
to the clerks of his Majeſty's ſignet, where there is 
alſo ar office for the buſinefs of the ſignet. The of> 
fice of the keeper of the ſignet is very lucrative, 
and he is allowed a depute aud clerks under him. 
Before any one enters inte this ſociety hie muſt at- 
tend the univerſity for two years, and ſerve five 
years as att apprentice to one of the ſociety. Thete 
is a good library belonging to this hall, which is 
rapidly increafing, as every one who enters muſt 
pay 10l. towards it. He pays alſo xcol. of ap- 
prentice-fee, and 100]. when he enters. 


THE EXCHANGE. 


Tux £xchange is a large and elegant building, 
with a court of about go feet ſquare in the middle. 
On the north fide are piazzas, where people can 
walk under cover, the other three ſides being laid 
out in ſhops :. but the merchants have never made 
uſe of it to meet in, {till ſtanding iu the ſtreets as 


formerly. The back part of the building is uſed © 


for the general Gr/towm-houſe of Scotland, where 
4, , ; the 
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the commiſſioners meet to tranſact buſineſs. They 
have above 20 offices for the different departments, 
to which the acceſs. is by a hanging ſtair 60 feet 
in height. In looking over the window before he 
aſcends. this ſtair, a ſtranger is ſurpriſed to find 
himſelf already 40 feet from the ground, which is 
owing to the declivity on which the exchange is 
built. For the cuſtom-houſe rooms the city re- 
ceives a rent of 11, per day. 

The Truſtees Office for the improvement of fiſh- 
eries and manufactures in Scotland, is in the ſouth- 
weſt corner of the exchange; the fund under their 
management being part of the equivalent money 


given to Scotland at the Union. This is diſtributed 


in premiums amongſt thoſe who appear to have 
made any conſiderable improvement in the arts. 


THE NORTH BRIDGE. 


Tux North Bridge, which forms the main paſ- 
ſage of communication betwixt the Old and New 
Town, was founded, as has already been obſerved, 
in 1763, by Provoſt Drummond ; but the contract 
for building it was not ſigned till Auguſt 21. 1765. 
The archite& was Mr William Mylne, who agreed 
with the town-council of Edinburgh to finiſh the 


work for 10, 140l. and to uphold it for 10 years. 


It was alſo to be finiſhed before Martinmas 1769; 
but on the 3d of Auguſt that year, when the work 
was nearly completed, the vaults: and fide-walls 
on the ſouth fell down, and five people were buried 

| in 
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in the ruins. This misfortune. was: occaſioned by 
the foundation having been laid, not upon the ſo- 
lid earth but upon the rubbiſh of the houſes which 
had long before been built on the north ſide of the 
high- ſtreet, and which had been thrown out into the 
hollow to the northward. Of this rubbiſh there 
were no leſs than eight feet between the founda- 
tion of the bridge and the ſolid earth. Beſides this 
deficiency in the foundation, an immenſe load of 
earth, which had been laid over the vaults and 
arches, in order to raiſe the bridge to a proper le- 
vel, had no doubt contributed to produce the cataſ- 
trophe above mentioned. The bridge was repaired 
by pulling down ſome parts of the ſide-walls, and 
aiterwards rebuilding them; ſtrengthening them 
in others with chain-bars; removing the quantity 
of earth laid upon the vaults, and ſupplying its 
place with hollow arches, &c. The whole was 
ſupported at the ſouth end by very ſtrong buttreſſes 
and counterſorts on each fide; but on the north it 
has only a ſingle ſupport. The whole length of 
the bridge, from the High-fireet in the Old Town, 
to Prince's ſtreet in the New, is 1225 feet; the 
total length of the piers and arches is 310 feet, 
The width of the three great arches is 72 tect each; 
of the piers 13 one half feet: aud of the ſmall 
arches, each 20 teet. The height of the great 
arches, from the top of the parapet to the baſe, is 
68 feet; the breadih of the bridge within the wall 
over the arches, is 40 tect, and the breadtiz at each 
end 50 teet, On the ſoutnern extremity of this 


bridge 
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bridge ſtands the General Poſt Office for Scotland; 
a neat plain building, with a proper number of 
apartments for the buſineſs, and a houſe for the 
ſecretary. | 

The communication betwixt the two towns by 
means 'of this bridge, though very compleat and 
conventent for fach as lived in certain parts of ei- 
ther, was yet found infufficient for thoſe who in- 
habited the weſtern diſtricts. Another bridge being 
therefore neceſſary, it was propoſed to fill up the 
valley - occaſionally with the rubbiſh dug out in 
making the foundations of houſes in the New 
Town; and ſo great was the quantity, that this 
was accompliſhed, fo as to be fit for the paſſage 
of carriages in little more than four years and a 
half, | 


THE THEATRE 


Sans oppoſite to the Regiſter Office, in the 
middle of Shakeſpeare Square. The building 1s 
plain on the outſide, but elegantly fitted up within, 
and is generally open about three times in the 
week, and when full, will draw about 150l. a- 
night ; ſo that the manager generally finds himſelf 
well rewarded when he can procure good actors. 
Entertainments of the dramatic kind came ve- 
ry early into faſhion in this country. They were 
at firſt only repreſentations of religious ſuhjects, 
and peculiarly deſigned to advance the intereiis of 
religion; the clergy being the compoſers, and Sun. 
15 ' day 
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day the principal time of exhibition. They ſoon 
degenerated from their original inſtitution ; and the 
plays, inſtead of being calculated to inſpire devo- 
tion, became filled with all manner of buffoonry 
and indecency. After the Reformation, the Preſ- 


byterian clergy complained of theſe indecencies; 


and being actuated by a ſpirit of violent zeal, ana- 
thematized every kind of theatrical repreſentation 
whatever. King James VI. compelled them to 
paſs from their cenſures againſt the ſtage; but in 
the time of Charles I. when fanaticiſm was carried 
to the utmoſt length at which perhaps it was poſ- 
ſible for it to arrive, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
ſtage plays would be tolerated. It ſeems, how- 
ever, that amuſements of this kind were again 
introduced at Edinburgh, about the year 1684, 
when the Duke of York kept his court there. 
His refidence at Edinburgh drew off one half of 
the London company, and plays were acted in E- 
dinburgh for ſome little time. The misfortunes 
attending the Duke of York, however, and the 
eſtabliſhment of the Preſbyterian religion, (the ge- 
nius of which is unfavourable to amuſements of 
this kind) ſoon put a ſtop to the progreſs of the 
ſtage, and no theatrical exhibition was heard of in 
Edinburgh, till after the year 1715. The firſt ad- 
venturer was Signora Violante, an Italian, remark- 
able for feats of ſtrength, tumbling, &c. In this 
way ſhe firſt exhibited in a houſe at the foot of 
Carruber's Cloſe, which has ſince been employed 
by different ſectaries for religious purpoſes. Meets 
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ing with good ſucceſs, ſhe ſoon invited a company 
of comedians from London; and theſe being alſo 
well received, Edinburgh continued for ſome years 
to be entertained with the performances of a ſtroll. 
ing company, who viſited it annually, Becoming 
at laſt, however, obnoxious to the clergy, they 
were, in 1727, prohibited by the magiſtrates from 
acting within their juriſdiction. But this interdi& 
was ſuſpended by the Court of Seſſion, and the 
players continued to perform as uſual. | 
Still, however, theatrical entertainments were 
but rare. The town was viſited by itinerant com- 
pantes only once in two or three years. They per- 
formed in the taylors hall in the Cowgate ; which, 
when the houſe was full; would bave drawn, (at 
the rate of 2s 6d for pit and boxes, and 1s 6d for 
the gallery) 40l. or 451. a-night. About this time 
an act of parliament was paſſed, prohibiting the 
exhibition of plays, except in a houſe licenſed by 
the king. Of this the preſbytery of Edinburgh 
immediately laid hold; and, at their own expence 
brought an action of the ſtatute againſt the players. 
The cauſe was by the court of Seſſion decided a- 
gainſt the players; who thereupon applied to par- 
liament for a bill, to enable his Majeſty to licenſe 
a theatre in Edinburgh. Againſt this bill petitions 
were preſented in 1739, to the houſe of commons, 
by the magiſtrates and town council, the principal 
and profeſſors of the univerſity, and the dean of 
guild and his council; in conſequence of which the 
affair was dropped. All this oppoſition, however, 
contributed 


r 
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contributed in reality to the ſucceſs of the players; 
for the ſpirit of party being excited, a way of e- 
vading the act was eaſily found out, and the houſe 


was frequented more than uſual, inſomuch that the 


Taylors“ Hall was found 3 to contain the 
number of ſpectators. 

The comedians now fell out among themſelves, 
and a new playhouſe was erected in the Canongate, 
in the year 1746. The conſequence of this was, 


that the old one in the Taylors* Hall became en- 


tirely deſerted ; and, through bad conduct, the ma- 
nagers of the new theatre ſoon found themſelves 
greatly involved, At laſt, a riot enſuing through - 
diſſenſions among the performers, the playhouſe 
was totally demoliſhed. When the extenſion of 
the royalty over the ſpot where the New Town is 
built was obtained, a clauſe was likewiſe added to 
the bill, enabling his Majeſty to licenſe a theatre in 
Edinburgh. This was obtained, and thus the 
oppoſition of the clergy for ever filenced. But, 
notwithſtanding this, the high price paid by the 
managers to the patentee, being no leſs than 500 
guineas annually, prevented them effeQually from 
decorating the houſe as they would otherwiſe have 
done, or even from always retaining good actors 
in their ſervice; by which means the ſucceſs of 
the Edinburgh theatre has not been ſo great as 
might have been expected. It has been for ſeveral 
years of late under the management of Mr. Ste- 
phen Kemble; who has for the moſt part enter- 
tained the town with a good ſelection of dramatie 
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Pieces, and a reſpectable company of actors. Some 

of the moſt eminent: performers from the London 

_—_ uſually; vifit Edinburgh, and exhibit on 
n in ſpeing or ſummer. 


THE AMPHITHEATRE. 


Turs:bailding is erected not far from the theatre 
on · the road: to Leith; and Was opened in 1790 for 
equeſtrian exhibitions, pantomime entertainments, 
daneing and tumbling. The circus is 60 feet dia- 
meter, and will hold about 1 500 fpectators. The 


entertainments of this place were not excelled even 


in London. The great attention of the managers 
to procure the beſt performers in this way, receiv- 
ed for a while the warm ſupport of the people of 
Edinburgh. The amphitheatre is now chiefly em- 
ployed as a riding ſchool, where ladies and gen- 


tlemen are taught equeſtrian exerciſes. Mr Kem- 


ble attempted, one ſeaſon, unſuccefsfully, to con- 
vert ĩt into a theatre. But, in the winter of 2795-6, 
pantomime, dancing, and tumbling have again be- 
gun*o receive that : encouragement. in A 
which they ut firſt found. 


THE * OFFICE. 


Tas work was firſt ſaggelied by the late Earl 
of Morton, Lord Regiſter of Scotland, with a view 
to prevent the danger which attended the uſual 


W of keeping che . record. s In former 
times, 
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- times, indeed, theſe ſuſfered from à variety of ac- 


eidents. Edward I. carried off or deſtroyed moſt 
of them, in order to prevent any marks of the for- 


mer independency of the nation from remaining to 


poſterity. Afterwards, Cromwell ſpoiled this na- 


tion of its records, moſt of which were ſent to the 
tower of London. At the time of the reſtoration, 


many of them were ſent down again by fea ; but 


one of the veſſels was ſhipwrecked, and the records 


brought by the other have ever ſince remained in 
the greateſt coufuſion. The Earl of Morton taking 
this into conſideration, obtained from his Majeſty 
a grant of 12, oool. out of the forfeited eſtates, for 
the purpoſe of building a regiſter- office, or houſe 
fot keeping the records, and diſpoſing them in pro- 
per order. The foundation was laid on the t5th 
of June 2774, by Lord Fredes ie Campbel, Lord- 
Regiſter, Mr Montgomery of Stanhope; Lord Advo- 
cate, and Mr Miller of Barſłkimming, then Lord Juſ. 
tice-clerk, (afterwards Sir Thomas Miller Baronet, 
and Lord Preſident of the court of Seſſion) ; three 


of the truſtees appointed by his Majeſty for exe- 
, cuting the work. The ceremony was performed 


[I 


in the fight of a multitude of ſpectators. A braſs 


under a diſcharge of artillery, in preſence of the 


Judges of the Courts of Seſſion and Lxchequer, and 


plate was put into the foundation. ſtone, with the 
following inſcription; Conſervandis Tabuli Publi- 
cis pofitum oft, anno-M,DCC, LAH. muniſcentia op- 
timi et pientziſimi principi: Georgii Tertii. In a 
- glaſs vaſe bermetically ſcaled, -whict-is alſo placed 
2 in 
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in the foundation ſtone, are depoſited ſpecimens of 
the different coins of his preſent Majeſty. — 
I The front of the building directly faces the 
bridge, extends from eaſt to weſt 200 feet, and is 
340 feet back from the line of Prince's ſtrtet. In 
the middle of the front is a ſmall projection of 
three windows in breadth.. Here is a pediment, 
having in its centre the arms of Great Britain, and 
the whole is ſupported by four Corinthian pilaſ- 
ters. At each end is a tower projecting beyond. 
the reſt of the building, having a Venetian Win- 
dow in front, and a cupola on the top. The front 
is ornamented from end to end with a beautiful co- 
rinthian entablature. In the centre of the build- 
ing is a dome of wooden work covered with lead. 
The inſide forms a ſaloon 50 feet diameter and 80. 
_ high, lighted at top by a copper window 15 feet 
in diameter. Round the whole is a hanging gal- 
_ lery of ſtone, with an iron balluſtrade, which af- 
fords conveniency for preſſes in the walls for keep- 
ing the records. The whole number of apart- 
ments is 97; all of which are vaulted beneath, 


aud warmed with fire - places. This building, 


. which is perhaps the moſt beautiful of the late Mr 
Adams's deſigns, has been executed in a ſubſtantial 
manner, iu about 16 years, at the expence of near 
| 40,000). and is one of the principal. ornaments of 
tho city. A ſerjeant's guard is placed here from. 
the caſtle, for the further protection of the records. 
- A. ſtatue of his preſent Majeſty; one of the fineſt 


works of the Hou. Mrs Damer, and by. her pre- 
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ſented for the decoration of this fine edifice, now 
ſtands in the dome. The Lord-regiſter has 
the direction of the whcle, and the prineipal 
clerks of ſeſſion are his deputes. Theſe. have a 


great number of clerks under them, for carrying 


on the buſineſs of the Court of Seſſion. The 


Lord- regiſter is a miniſter of ſtate in this country. 


He formerly collected the votes of the parliament 


of Scotland, and ſtul collects thoſe of the peers at 
the election. of 16 to repreſent them in parliament. 


THE SOUTH BRIDGE. 


- Tux South Bridge is directly oppoſite to the o- 
ther, ſo as to make but one ſtreet, etoſſing that 


called the Higb Street at right angles. It conſiſts 


of 19 arches of different fizes; but only one of 
them is vilible, vez. the large one over the Cow- 
gate; and even this is ſmall, in comparifon with. 
thuſe of the North Bridge, being no more than 30 


feet wide and 31 feet high, On the ſouth it ter- 
minates. at, the Univerſity on one hand, and the 


Royal Infirmary on the other. The Tron Church, 
properly. called Chriſt Church, ſtands at the nor- 


thera extremity, facing the High- ſtreet, and in the 
middle of what is now called Hunter's Square, in 


memory of the late woithy chiet magiitrate who 


planned . theſe improvements, but did not live to 
ſee rhem executed. On the welt fide of this ſquare 
the Merchant Company have built a very hand- 
ſome hall for the occaſional meetiug of their mem- 
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bers. This bridge was erected with a defign to 
give an eaſy acceſs to the great number of ſtre ts 
and ſquares: on the, fouth fide, as well as to the 
countty on that quarter from - whence the city is 
ſupplied with coals. The fireet on the top is fup-- 
poſed to be as regular as any in Europe; every 
houſe being of the ſame dimenſions, excepting that 
between every two of: the ordinary conſtruction 
there is one with a-pediment.on the top, in order 
to prevent that ſameneſs of appearance which 
would otherwiſe take place. 80 great was the- 
rage for. purchaſing ground on each fide of this 
bridge for building, that areas ſold by public auc- 
tion at gol. per foot in the front. By this the com- 
munity will undoubtedly be conſiderable gainers ;. 
and the proprietors hope to indemnify themſelves 
for their extraordinary expence by the vaſt ſale 
of goods ſuppoſed to attend the ſhops in that part 
of the town; though this ſeems. ſomewhat more 
dubious than the former. | 


THE CONCERT HALL, 


Tux Concert Hall, called alſo: St Cecilia: Hall, 
ſtands in Niddery's ſtreet; and was built in 1762, 
after the model of the great opera- theatre in Par- 
ma. The plan was drawn by Sir Robert Mylne, 
architect of Blackfriars bridge. The muſical room 
is of an oval form, the ceiling being a concave 
elliptical dome, lighted from the top by a lanthern. 
The ſeats are ranged in the form of an amphi- 

theatre; 
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theatre; and are capable of containing 500 perſons» 
beſides leaving a large area in the middle of the 
room. The orcheſtra is at the upper end, and is 
terminated by an elegant organ. 

The muſical ſociety was firſt inſtituted in the 
year 1728. Before that time, ſeveral gentlemen 
had formed a weekly elub at a tavern kept by one 
Steil, a great lover of muſic anda good finger of 
Scots ſongs. Here the common entertainment con- 
ſifted in playing on the harpfichord and violin the 
concertos and fonatas of Handel, juſt then publiſh- 
ed. The meeting, however, ſoon becoming nu- 
merous, they inſtituted, in the year above mention- 
ed, a ſociety of 70 members, for the purpoſe of 
holding a weekly concert. The affairs of the 
ſociety are regulated by a governor, deputy gover- 
nor, treaſurer, and ſive directors, who are annually 
choſen by the members. The meetings have been 
continued ever ſince that time, on much the ſame 
footing as at firſt, and the number of members is 
now increaſed to 200, The weekly concerts are 
on Friday; the tickets being given gratis by the 
direQors, and aftention paid 'in the- firſt place to 
ſtrangers, Oratorios are occaſionally performed 
throughout the year ; and the principal performers 
have alſo benefit-concerts. ' The band are excellent 
in their ſeveral departments; and ſeveral of the 
members are alſo good performers, and cake their 
part in the orcheſtra, There are always many 
applications on the occaſion of a vacancy by the 


death of any of the members or otherwiſe ; and 
ſuch 
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ſuch is generally the number of candidates, that it 


is no: eaſy matter to get in. 


THE UNIVERSITY. 


4x the year 1581, a grant was obtained from 
.King James VI. for foundiag a college or univer- 
ſity within the eity of Edinburgh ; and the citizens, 
aided by various donations from well diſpoſed per- 
ſons, purchaſed a fituation for the intended new 
college, conſiſting of part of the areas, chambers, 
and church of the collegiate provoſtry and prebends 
of the ,Kirk-a-field, otherwiſe called Templum et 
. Prefeftura Sanfie Marie in campis, lying on the 
ſouth fide- of the city. Next year - a+ charter of 
confirmation and erection was, obtained alſo from 
King James VI. from which the college to be built 
did atterwards derive all the privileges ol an uni- 
verſity. 6 
Iu 1583, the provoſt, 3 and council, 
the patrons of this new inſticution, prepared the 
place in the beſt manner they could for the recep- 
tion of teachers and ſtudents ; and in the month of 
October the ſame. year, Robert Rollock, whom 


they bad invited from a profeſſorſhip in St Salva- 
tor's College in the univerſity. of St. Andrews, 


began to teach in the new college of Edinburgh. 
Other profeſſors were ſoon after elected; and in 
the year 1586, Rollock was appointed principal 
of the college, and the following year alſo profeſſor 


ef divinity, immediately. after he had couferred 
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the degree of M. A. on the ſtudents who had been 
under his tuition for four years. The offices of 
principal and profeſſor of divinity remained . 


till the year 1620. 

In 1617, King James VI. having viſited Scot- 
land after his acceſſion to the crown of England, 
commanded the principal and regents of the college 
of Edinburgh to attend him in Stirling caſtle ; and 


after they had there held a ſolema philoſophical 


diſputation in the royal preſence, his Majeſty was 
ſo much ſatisfied with their appearance, that he 
deſired their college for the future might be called 
The College of King James, which name it ſtill 
bears in all its diplomas or public deeds. 

For ſeveral years the college conſiſted only of a 
principal, who was alſo | profeſſor of divinity, with 
four regents or profeſſots of philoſophy. Each of 


theſe regents inſtructed one clafs of ſtudents for 


four years, in Latin, Greek, ſchool logic, mathe- 


matics, ethics, and phyſics, and graduated them at 


the concluſion of the fourth courſe. A profefior of 
humanity or Latiu was afterwards appointed, who 
prepared the Rudents for entering under the tui- 
tion of the regeats ; alſo a profeſſor of mathema- 


rics, and a profeſſor of Hebrew or Oriental lan- 


guages. It was not till about the year 1710 that 
the four regents. began to be confined cach to a par« 
ticular profcſſion ; ſince which time they have been 


commonly ſtyled Profefſors of Greek, Logic, Moral 


Philoſophy, and Natural Philoſophy. The firſt me- 
dical n appointed at Edinburgh, were Sir 


Rotert 
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Robert Sibbald and Doctor Archibald Pitcairn, in 
the year 168 5. Theſe, however, were only titu- 
-Jar- profeſſors : and for 30 years afterwards, / a 
ſummer- lecture on the officinal plants, and the diſ- 
ſection of a human body, once in two or three 
years, completed the whole courſe of medical edu- 
cation at Edinburgh. In 1720 an attempt was 
made to teach the different branches of phyſic re- 
gularly: which ſucceeded ſo well, that, ever fince, 
the reputation of the univerſity as a ſchool for 
medicine hath been conſtantly increafing, both in 
the iſland of Britain, and even among - diſtant. 
nations. | 
The college is endowed with a good library, 
founded in 1580, by Mr Clement Little, advocate, 
who bequeathed it to the town- council. They or- 
dered a houſe to be built for it in the neighbour- 
hood of St Giles's church, where it was for ſome 
time kept under the care of the eldeſt miniſter of 
Edinburgh, but was afterwards removed to the 
college. This collection is enriched, as well as o- 
thers of a ſimilar kind, by receiving a copy of eve- 
ry book entered in Stationers? Hall, according to 
the ſtatute for the encouragement of authors. Be- 
ſides this, the only fund it has is the money paid 
by all the ſtudents at the univerſity, except thoſe 
of divinity, upon their being matriculated ; and a 
ſum of 51. given by each profeſſor at his admiſſion, 
The amount of theſe ſums is uncertain, but has 
been eftimated at about 1501. annually, The ftu- 
dents of divinity, who pay nothing to this library, 
have 
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have one ede to their own ann de- 
partment. 

Here are ſhown two Kulls, one almoſt as thin 
as paper, pretended to be that of the celebrated 
George Buchannan, and, by way of contraſt, ano- 
ther, faid to have been that of an ideot, and which 
is exceſſively thick. Here alſo are preſerved the 
original proteſt againſt the council of Conſtance for 
burning John Huſs and Jerom of Prague in 1417 ; 
the original contract of Queen Mary with the 
Dauphin of France, and ſome valuable coins and 
medals. There are alſo ſeveral portraits; particu- 
larly of Robert Rollock the firſt - principal of the 
univerſity, King James VI., Lord Napier the in- 
ventor of logarithms, John Knox, Principal Car- 
ſtairs, Mr Thomſon the author of the Seaſons, &c. 
The muſeum contains a good collection of natural 
curioſities, the number of which is daily increaſing. 
The anatomical preparations are worth notice, 
as are alſo thoſe belonging to the profeſſor of mid- 
wifery. 

The celebrity of this college has been greatly 
owing to the uniform attention of the magiſtracy ' 
in filling up the vacant chairs with men of known 
abilities in their reſpective departments. Greatly / 
to their honour, too, they have been no leſs at- 
tentive to the inſtituting of new profeſſorſſips 
from time to time, as * public ſeemed to demand 
them. 

There are hand 50 burſaries in this univerſity 
and theſe do not exceed 121, per annum each, 


The 
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The number of ſtudents during the ſeſſion of 
the college, from October roth 1789, to May 6th 
1790, was nearly as follows: 


Students of Divinity, 7 

— — * Law, 9 = a 100 
— Phyſie, — 440 

Genera Claſſes . - _ 420 

In all 1090 


Since that year it has continually increaſed ra- 
ther than diminiſhed. | | 


The old building being very mean, unfit for the 
reception of ſo many profeſſors and ſtudents, and 
quite unſuitable to the dignity of ſuch a flouriſhing 
univerſity, as well as inconſiſtent with the improv 
ed ſtate of the city, the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, 
and Council, ſet on foot a ſubſcription for erecting 
a new ſtructure, according to the deſign of Robert 
Adam, Eſq; architect. Part of the old fabric has 
in conſequence been pulled down, and the new 
building is already in conſiderable forwardneſs. 
The foundation ſtone was laid on Monday the 16th 
of November, with great ſolemnity, by the Right 
Hon. Francis Lord Napier, Grand Maſter Ma- 
ſon of Scotland, in the preſence of the Right Hon. 
the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and Town Council 
of the city of Edinburgh, with the Principal, Pro- 
feſſors, and Students of the Univerſity of Edin- 
burgh, a number of Nobility and ' Gentry, and 
the Maſters, Officers, and Brethren, of all the 
lodges 
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lodges of free maſons in the city and neighbour- 


hood, who marched in proceſſion frota the Par- 
liament-houſe down the High-ſtreet. - After the 
different maſonic ceremonials were performed, two 
chryſtal bottles, caſt on purpoſe at the glaſs-houſe 
of Leith, were depofited in the foundation-ſtone, 
In one of theſe were put different coins of the pre- 


ſent reign, each of them being previouſly enveloped 


in chryſtal, in ſuch an ingenious manner; that the 
legend on the coins could be diſtinctly read without 
breaking the chryſtal. In the other bottle were 
depoſited ſeven rolls of vellum, containing a ſhort 
account of the original foundation and preſent ſtate 
of the univerſity, together with ſeveral other pa- 
pers; in particular the different newſpapers, con- 
taining advertiſements relative to the college, &c. 
and a liſt of the names of the Principal and Pro- 
feſſors, alſo of the preſent Lord Provoſt and Ma- 
giſtrates, and officers of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land. The bottles being carefully ſealed up, were 
covered with a plate of copper wrapt in block tin: 
upon the under fide of the copper were engraved 
the arms of the city of Edinburgh and the Uni- 
verſity ; likewiſe the arms of the Right Hon. Lord 
Napier, Grand Maſter Maſon of Scotland. 

The eaſt and weſt fronts of this pile are to. ex- 
tend 255 feet, and the ſouth and north 368. There 
are to be houſes for the Principal, and fix or ſeven 
of the Profeſſors. The library is to be a room of 
160 feet in length; the muſeum for natural curio- 
ſities i is to be of the ſame extent; and the dimen- 
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ſions of the hall for graduation and public exerciſes 
are about go feet by 30. There are likewiſe to 
be an elegant and moſt convenient anatomical the- 
atre; a chemical laboratory; and large rooms for: 
inſtruments and experiments for the Profeſſors of 
mathematics, natural philoſophy, and agriculture. 
The whole, when finiſhed, if not the moſt ſplendid 
ſtructure of the ſort in Europe, will however be 
the completeſt and moſt commodious ; and it. will 
do the utmoſt honour to the genius of the archi. 
tect, and to the munificence of the public ®. Up- 
wards of 30,0001. have been ſubſcribed, received, 
and expended. Large ſums, yet ſmaller than was 
expected, have been received from abroad. The 
neceſſities of a war, and of our political intereſts 
in the ſyſtem of Europe, have hitherto prevented 
Parliament from granting any ſum of money, to 
aid the completion of this noble undertaking. It 
is not more than half finiſhed; but, it is hoped, 
that, when the proſperity of the country ſhall be 
renewed with the return of peace, public ſpirit will 
not ſuffer this edifice to remain long in its preſent 


Nate, -- | 


THE BOTANICAL GARDEN 


BeronGiNnG to the Univerſity, is ſituate at the 
diſtance of about a mile, on the road between Edin- 
burgh and Leith. It conſiſts of about five acres of 

| ground; 


* A ground plan of the new building; with elevations of the 
eaſt and ſouth fronts de ſigned by R. Adam, Eſq; and moſt beau- 
tifully engraved in aquatinta, by Mr Iukes, price 12s 6d the ſeit, 
Bic to be hay at T. Biuwi's tho 
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ground ; and is furniſhed with a great variety of 
plants, many of them brought from the moſt diſ- 
tant quarters of the globe. The profeſſor is bo- 
taniſt to the king, and receives a ſalary of 1201). 
annually for the ſupport of the garden. A monu- 
ment, to the memory of the celebrated botanift 
Linnzeus, was erected here by the late Dt Hope, 
who firſt planned the . — brought it to 
perfection. 

The univerſity of Edinburgh, like the others in 
this kingdom, ſends one member to the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland; and the wi- 
dows of the profeſſors have a right to annuities 
from the funds of thoſe of miniſters, the profeſſors 
contributing to that fund, and heing truſtees on 1t, 
along with the preſpytery of Edinburgh. 


THE PUBLIC DISPENSARY, 


Tux Public Diſpenſary was founded by Dr 
Duncan in 1776, for the poor whoſe diſeaſes are 
of ſuch a nature as to render their admiſſion into 
the infirmary, either unneceſſary or improper. : 
Here the patients receive advice gratis four days 
in the week; a regiſter is kept of the diſeaſes. of 
each, and of the effects produced by the medicines 
employed. All patients not improper for diſpen- 
ſary treatment, are admitted on the recommenda- 
tion of the elder or church- warden of the pariſh 
wherein they reſide. The phyſicians. officiate and 
/ give lectures gratis ;. ſo that the apothecary who 
G 2 lodges 
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lodges in the houſe, and the medicines, are the 
only expences attending this uſeful inſtitution. 


The expence of the whole is defrayed by public 
contributions, and from a ſmall annual fee paid by 


the ſtudents who attend the lectures. It is under 
the direction of a prefident, two vice-preſidents» 
and 20 directors, elected annually from among the 
contributors, One guinea entitles a contributor to 
recommend patients, and be a governor for two 


Fears; and five guineas gives the ſame privilege for 


life. Subſcriptions to this humane and uſeful in- 
ſtitution, are received by Mr Gordon, bookſeller, 


| Parliament Square, treaſurer to the diſpenſary. 


THE ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


Tux Royal Infirmary was firſt thought of by 
the college of pbyficians in 1725. A fiſhing com- 
pany happening to be diſſolved at that time, the 
partners eontributed ſome part of their ſtock to- 
wards the eſtabliſhment of the infirmaty. A fab. 
ſeription was alfo ſet on foot, and application made 
to the General Aſſembly to recommend the ſame 


throughout their juriſdiction. This was readily 


complied with, and the Aſſembly paſſed an act for 
that purpoſe, but very little regard was paid to it 
by the clergy. Notwithſtanding this, however, 
2000l. being procured, a ſmall houſe was opened 
for the reception of the fick poor in Auguſt 1729. 
In 1936, the contributors towards the Iifirmary 
were erected into a body corporate by royal ſta- 
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ute; and after this, the contributions increaſed 
very conſiderably ; by which means the managers 
were enabled to enlarge their ſcheme from time to 
time; and at laſt to undertake the preſent magnifi- 
cent ſtructure, the foundation of which was laid in 
1733. During 25 years, when this inſtitution 
was in its infancy, Lord Hopetoun beſtowed upon 
it an annuity of 4091. In 1750, Doctor Archi- 
bald Ker bequeathed to this incorporation 200l. 
a-year in the iſland of Jamaica. In 1755, the 
Lords of the Treaſury made a donation to it of 
8cool. which had been appointed for the ſupport 


of invalids. In return for this, the managers of 


the infirmary conſtantly keep 60 beds in readineſs 
for the reception of ſick ſoldiers. . In the year 1791 
lick ſervants began to be admitted into the Iufirm- 
ary, and a ward was fitted up for their reception. 
This inſtitution, however, was more indebted to 
George Drummond, Eſq; than to any other perſon. 
He was ſeven times choſen Lord Provoſt of Edin- 
burgh ; and always directed his attention to the 


improvement of the city, particularly to that of 


the Royal Infirmary, So ſenſible were the mana- 
gers of their obligations to him, that, in their hall, 
they erected a buſt of him with this inſcription, 


George Drummond, to whom this country is 


* indebted for all the benefits which it derives 
+ from the Royal Infirmary.” In 1748, the ſtock 


of the infirmary amcunted to 50ocl. ; in 1755, tc 
7076l., beſides the eſtate left by Doctor Ker; ut + 


1704, to 23,426). ; and in 1778, to 27,0741. 
G 3 The 
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The Royal Infirmary is attended by. two phyſi- 
eians choſen by the managers, who viſit their pa- 
tients daily in preſence of the ſtudents, All the 
members of the college of ſurgeons ate alſo obliged 
to attend in rotation, according to ſeniority. If any 
furgeon deelines attendance, he is not allowed to 
appoint a depute; but the patients are committed 
to the care of one of four aſſiſtaut ſurgeons, choſen 
annually by the managers. From the years 1762 
to 1769, there were admitted 6261 patients; 
which number, added to to who were in the hoſ. 
pital at the commencement of the year 1762, made 
in all 6270. Of theſe, 4395 were cured; 348 
died; the reſt were either relieved, diſmiſſed in- 
curable, for irregularities, or by their own deſire, 
or remained in the hoſpital. From 1770 to 1775, 
the patients annually admitted into the Infirmary 
were, at an average. 1567; of whom 63 died. In 
1776 there were admitted 1668. of whom 57 died; 
and in 4777, the number admitted was 1593, and 
of deaths 52. In the year 1786, there were ad- 
mitted 1822 patients: of theſe 1354 were cured; 
166 relieved; 84 died; the reſt were either re- 
lieved or diſmiſſed mcurable, — for irregularities,.— 
or by their own deſire. 

The building conſiſts of a body and two wings, 
each of them three ſtories high, with an attic ſtorey 
and garrets, and a very elegant tront, The body 1s 
210 feet long, and 36 broad in the middle, hut at 
the ends only 24 feet broad. There is a buſt of 
King George II. in a Roman dieſs, above the great 
door 
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door. The wings are 50 feet long, and 24 broad. 
In the centre is a large flair eaſe, ſo wide that ſe- 
dan- chairs may be carried up. In the different 
wards, 228 patients may be accommodated, each 
in a different bed. There are cold and hot baths 
for the patients, and for the citizens ; and to thoſe 
intended for the laſt, the patients ate never ad- 
mitted, 
| Befide the apartments neceflary for the fick, 
there are others for the officers and | ſervants be» 
longing to the houſe. There are likewiſe rooms 
for the managers, a conſulting room for the phy- 
ficians and ſurgeons, a waiting room for the ſtu- 
dents, and a theatre that will hold upwards of 200. 
people, for performing chirurgical operations. 
There is a military ward, ſupported by tie in- 
tereſt of 80o0l. already mentioned; and in conſe- 
quence. of which a ſmall guard is always kept at 
the infirmary. The wards for fick ſervants are 
ſupported by collections at the church doors. Be- 
fides the attendance. of the royal college of ſurgeons 
by rotation, as has already been mentioned, there 
are two phyſicians belonging to the houſe, who 
are elected by the managers, and have a ſmall ſa- 
lary; there is likewiſe a houſe ſurgeon and an 
apothecary. Students who attend the Infirmary 
pay 3l. 33. annually, which brings in a revenue of 
about 5;00l, towards defraying the expence of the 
houſe. Two wards are ſet apart for the patients 
whole caſes are ſuppofed to be the molt intereſting; 
and the phyſicians give lectures upon them. | 
| THE 
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THE HICH SCHOOL. 


Tax earlieſt inſtitution. of a grammar-ſchool in 
Edinburgh ſeems to have been about the year 


1519. The whole expence beſtowed upon the firſt 


building of this kind amounted only to about 40l. 
Sterling. Another building, which had been erec- 
ted for the accommodation of the ſcholars in 1578, 
continued, notwithſtanding the great increaſe of 


their number, to be uſed for that purpoſe till 1777. 


The foundation of the preſent new building was 
laid on the 24th of June that year by Sir William 
Forbes, Grand Matter of the Free Maſons. The 
total length of this building is 120 feet. from ſouth 
to north ; the breadth in the middle 36, at eacl 
end 38 feet. The great hall where the boys mect 
for prayers, is 68 feet by 30. At,cach end of the 
hall is a room of 32 feet by 20, intended for libra. 
ries, The building is two ſtories high, the one 
18, the other 17 feet in height. The expence cf 
the whole, when finiſhed, was reckoned at 4ocol. 

There is a rector and four matters, who teach 


from 400 to 599 ſcholars annually. The falaries- 


are trifling, aud the fees depend upon the reputa- 
tion they have obtained for teaching; and. as this 
bas been for ſome years very conſiderable, the rec- 
tor's place is ſuppoſed to be worth not leſs than 
4-0l. per annum, a maite:'s about half that ſum. 
There is a janitor, whole place is ſuppoſed to be 
worth about 7ol. a-ycar, His bubneſs 13 to take 

care 


85 
care of the boys on the play- ground; and there is 
a woman who lives on the ſpot as under janitor, 
whoſe place may be worth about 25]. annually. 
There is a library, but not large, as each of the 
boys pays only one ſhilling annually to its ſupport. 

There are four eſtabliſhed Engliſh ſchools in 
Edinburgh; the maſters of which receive a ſmall 
ſalary, upon expreſs condition, that they ſhall not 
take above five ſhillings per quarter from any of 
their ſcholars. There are likewiſe many other 
private ſchools in Edinburgh for all languages ; 
and, in general, every kind of education is to be 
had here in great perfection, and at a very cheap 
rates * | 
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THE MINT. 


Tae Mint is kept up by the articles of Union, 
with all the offices belonginging to it, though 
no money is ever ſtruek here. It ſtands in the 
Cowgate, a little to the weſt of the Engliſh 
church; but is in a ruinous ſtate, though ſtill 
inhabited by the different officers, who have 
free houſes; and the bellman enjoys his ſalary 
by regularly ringing the bell. This place, as 
well as the Abbey of Holyrood-haule, is an aſy- 
lum for debtors, | 


: wb | 1 


: is fiuely dccorated, and there is a good organ. 
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: THE ENGLISH CHAPEL, 


Tux Englib Chapel ſtands near the Cowgate-port, 


and was founded on the 3d of April 1771. The foun. 
dation-ſtone was laid by General Oughton, with the 
following inſcription : Ediſici ſacr. Eccleſie epiſc. 
Angliæ, primum poſuit lapidem J. Adolphus Ough. 
ton, in architeftonice Scotia repub. curio maximus, 
militum prefectus, regnante Georgio III. tertio Apr. 
die, A. D. M, DCC, LXXI. It is a plain hand- 
ſome building, neatly fitted up in the inſide, and 
ſomewhat reſembling the church of St Martin's in 


che fields, London. It is 90 feet long, and 7; 


broad, and ornamented with an elegant ſpire of 
conſiderable height. It is alſo furniſhed with an 
excellent bell, formerly belonging to the chapel 
royal at Holyrood-houſe, which is permitted to be 
rung to aſſemble the congregation ; an indulgence 
not granted to the Preſbyterians in England. The 
expence of the building was defrayed by voluntary 


' ſubſcription ; and, to the honour of the country, 


people of all perſuaſions contributed to this pious 


Work. It has already coſt yoocl. and will require 


rl. more to finiſh the portico. This church is 


built in a ſipgular manner, viz, from ſouth to north, 


and the altar-piece ſtands on the eaſt fide. Three 
clergymen officiate here, of whom the firſt has 
t5:1. the other two 100l. each. The altar-piece 


There 
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There is another epiſcopal chapel, but ſmall, in 
Blackfriars Wynd, which was founded by Baron 
Smythe, in the year 1722. There are alſo ſome 
meetings of the Epiſcopal church of Scotland, who 
adhere to their old forms, having till their biſhops 
and inferior clergy. For ſome time theſe were 
ſubjected to penal laws, as they refuſed to take the 
oath to government, or mention the preſent royal 
family in their public prayers ; but of late they 
have conformed, and had their conduct approved 
of by his majeſty; ſo that now every denomina- 
tion of Chriſtians in Britain pray for the royal 
family on the throne. | 


THE CANONGATE CHURCH. 


AGREEABLY to a royal mandate, iſſued by James 
VII. in conſequence of an application made by the 
inhabitants of the canongate, the magiſtrates of 
Edinburgh bought a piece of ground for a church 
and church-yard, and began to build a church 
A. D. 1688. This building is of the figure of the 
croſs. The front of it is decently ornamented, and, 
on its. top, are the head and horns of a deer, with 
a croſs erect, over the top of the forehead, between 
the horns, emblematical of the ridiculous legend 
which is told of King David I. * founder of the 
Abbey of Holyrood-houſe. The expence of this 
building was about 2400l. Sterling, There are 
two miniſters to this church ; the King is the pa- 


See Account of Ho!yrood- Houſe, 


tron 
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tron of the firſt, and the Trades nnd proprietors of 
houſes in the canongate, of the ſecond. 


TR PALACE or HOLYROOD-HOUSE. 


Tuts Palace, though much negleRed, is the on- 
ly royal babitation in Scotland, that is not entirely 
in ruins. It is a handſome ſquare of 230 feet in 
the inſide, ſurrounded with piazzas. 'The front, 
facing the weft, conſiſts of two double towers join. 
ed by a beautiful low building, adorned with a 
double balluſtrade above. The gateway in the 
middle is decorated with double ſtone columns, 


ſupporting a cupola in the middle, repreſenting an 


imperial crown, with a clock underneath. On the 
right hand is the great ſtair-caſe, which leads to 
the council- chamber and the royal apartments, 
Theſe are large and ſpacious, but unfurniſhed : in 


one of them the Scots Peers meet to ele& 16 of 


their number to repreſent them in Parliament, 
The gallery is on the left hand, and meaſures 1 50 
feet by 27 and a half. It is adorned with the ſup- 
poſed portraits of all the kings of Scotland: In 
the apartments of the Duke of Hamilton, which 
he poſſeſſes as hereditary keeper of the palace, 
Queen Mary's bed of crimſon damaſk, bordered 
with green fringes and taffels, is fl ill to be ſeen, 
but almoſt reduced to rags. Here alſo ſtrangers 
are ſhown a piece of wainſcot hung upon hinges, 
which opens to a trap-ftair communicating to the 
apartments below, Through this paſſage, Darn- 
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ley and the other conſpirators. ruſhed in to mur- 
der the unhappy Rizzio. Towards the outward 
door of theſe apartments are large duſky ſpots on 
the floor, ſaid to be occafioned by Rizzio's blood, 
which could never be waſhed, out. In the lodgings 
aſſigned to Lord Dunmore is a picture by Van 
Dyke, eſteemed a maſterly performance, of King 
Charles I. and his Queen going a-hunting. There 
are likewiſe the portraits of their preſent Majeſties 
at full length by Ramſay. The lodgings above 
the royal apartments. are occupied by the Duke of 
Argyle as heritable maſter of the houſehold. 

The front of this palace is two ſtories: high; the 
roof flat; but at each end the front projects, and is 
ornamented with circular towers at the angles. 
Here the building is much higher, and the reſt of 
the palace is three ſtories in height. The north- 
weft towers were built by James V. for his own - 
refidence ; his name is ſtill to be ſeen below a niteh 
in one of theſe towers. During the minotity of 
Queen Mary, this palace was burned by the Eng- 
liſh ; but ſoon after repaired and enlarged beyond 
its. preſent ſize. At that time it conſiſted of five 
courts,. the moſt weſterly of which was the largeſt. 
It was bounded on the eaſt by the front of the pa- 
lace, which occupied the ſame ſpace it does at pre- 
ſent; but the building itſelf extended further to 
the ſouth. At the north-weſt corner was / a ſtrong 
gate, with Gothic pillars, arches, and towers, part 
olf which was not long ago pulled down. Great 
part of the palace was burnt by Cromwell's ſol- 

H diers; 
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diers; but it vas repaired and altered into the pre- 
ſent form after the reſtoration. The fabric was 
planned by Sir William Bruce a celebrated archi- 
tect, and executed by Robert Mylne maſon. The 
environs of the palace afford an aſylum for inſol- 
vent debtors; and adjoining: to it is an extenſive 
pet all of which is a ſanctuary. 

The Abbey church was formerly called the Mo- 
naſtery of Holyrood-Houſe, and built by King Da- 
vid I. in 1128. He gave it the name of Holyrood- 
houſe, in memory, as is ſaid, of his deliverance 
from an enraged hart, by the miraculous interpo-. 
fition of a croſs from heaven. This monaſtery he 
gave to the cations regular-of St Auguſtine : on 
whom he had. beſtowed the church of Edinburgh 
caſtle, with thoſe of St Cuthbert's, Corſtorphin, 
and Liberton, in the ſhire of Mid-Lothian, and of 
Airth in Stirling-ſhire; the priories of St Mary's 
Ke in Galloway, of Blantyre in Clydeſdale, of 
Rowadill 1 in Roſs, and three others in the Weſtern 
Hes: To them he alſo granted the privilege of erect- 
ing a borough between the town of Edinburgh and 
the church of Holyrood-houſe. From theſe canons 
their burgh had-the,name of Canongate, which it ſtill 
retains. In this new;borough they had a right to 
hold markets. They had alſo portions of land 
in different parts, with a moſt extenſive juriſdie- 
tion, and a right of trial by duel, and fire and 
water ordeal. They had alſo certain revenues 
payable out of the exchequer and other funds, 


with 6h and the privilege. of erecting thoſe 
| mills 
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mills on the water of Leith, which ſtill retain the 
name of Canon - millu. Other grants and privileges 
were beſtowed by fucceeding ſovereigns; ſo that it 
was deemed the richeſt religious foundation in 
Scotland. At the Reformation, its annual reve- 
nues were 442 bolls of wheat, 640 bolls of beer, 
560 bolls of oats, 500 capons, two dozen of ' hens, 
as many ſalmon, 12 loads of ſalt : beſides. a great 
number of ſwine, and abont 2501. Sterling in mo- 
ney. At the Reformation, the ſuperiority of 
North Leith, part of Pleaſance, the Barony of 
Broughton, and the Canongate, were veſted in the 
Earl of Roxburgh; and were purchaſed from him 
by the Town-Councit'of Edinburgh in 1636. In 
1544, the church ſuffered confiderably by the inva- 
ſion of the Engliſh ; but was ſpeedily repaired. At 
the Reſtoration, King Charles II. ordered the 
church to be ſet apart as a chapel- royal, and pro- 
hibited its uſe as a commmon pariſh church for 
the future. It was then fitted up in a very elegant 
manner. A throne was erected for the fovereign, 
and 12 ſtalls for the Knights of the Order of the 
Thistle; but as maſs had been celebrated in it in 
the reign of James VII. and it had an organ, with 
a ſpire, and a fine chime of bells on the weſt ſide, 
the Preſbyterians at the Revolution entirely def. 
troyed its ornaments, and leſt nothing but the bart 
walls. Through time, the roof of the chureh be- 
came ruinous, on which the Duke of Hamiltoa 
repreſ-nted its condition to the Barons of Exche- 
Wa and craved that it might be repaired. | This 
H 2 requeſt 
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requeſt was complied with: but the architect and 
maſon who were employed, covered the roof with 


thick flag ftones, which ſoon impaired the fabric; 


and on the fecond of december 1968, the roof fel} 
in. Since that time, no attempt has been made to 
repair it, and it is now entirely fallen to ruins, 
The ruins of this church, however, are ſtill ſuf. 
ficient to diſcover the excellency of the workman- 
hip. Here ſome of the Kings of Scotland are in- 
terred ; and an odd kind of curioſity bas been the 
occafion of expoſing ſome bones, ſaid to be thoſe of 
Lord Darnley, and a Counteſs of Roxburgh, who 


died ſeveral hundred years ago. Thoſe ſaid to be- 


long to the former were very large, and the latter 
Had ſome fleſh dried upon them. The chapel was 
Fitted up in the elegant manner above mentioned, by 
James VII; but ſuch was the enthuſiaſm of the mob, 
that they not only deſtroyed the ornaments, but 
tare up even the pavement, which was of marble. 


THE OBSERVATORY. 


The Obſervatory is built on the top of the Catton- 


Fill. The ſcheme for erecting it was firſt adopted 


in the year 1736; but the diſturbances occaſioned 
by the Porteous mob prevented any thing from be- 
ing done towards the execution of it at that time. 
The Earl of Morton afterwards gave zool. for the 
purpeſe of building an obſervatory, and appointed 
Mr MLaurin profeſſor of mathematics, together 


with the principal and ſome profeſſors of the uni- 
veility, 
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" verſity, truſtees for managing the ſum. » Mr 

M.Laurin added to the money above mentioned 
the profits ariſing from a courſe of ledures which 
he read on experimental philoſophy : which, with 
ſome other ſmall ſums, amounted in all to zoo!. : 
but Mr M*Laurin dying, the deſign was dropped. 
Afterwards the money was put into the hands of 
two perſons who became bankrupt; but a conſi- 
derable dividend being obtained out of their effects, 
the principal and intereſt, about the year 1976, 
amounted to gool. A plan of the building was 
made out by Mr Craig architect; and the founda- 
tion-ſtone was laid by Mr Stodart, Lord Provoſt of 
Edinburgh, on the 25th of Auguſt 1776. About 
this time, however, Mr Adam the architect hap- 
pening to come to Edinburgh, conceived the idea 
of giving the whole the. appearance of a fortifica. 
tion, for which its fituation on the top of the Cale 
| ton-hill was very much adapted. Accordingly a 
line was marked out for inclofing the limits of the 
obſervatory, with a wall conſtructed with buttreſſes 
and embraſures, and having Gothie towers at the 
angles. Thus the money defigned for the work. 
was totally exhauſted, and the obſervatory lay in 
an unfiniſhed ſtate till the ſummer of the year 1791. 
It is now coinpletely finiſhed at the expence of the 
city, and the public are in a particular manner in- 
debted for this, to the ſpirited exeztions of our 
preſent worthy Frovoſt, Sir James Stirling, Bart. 

Around this hill there is a pleaſant walk, which 
affords oue of the fizeſt proſpects that. can be ima- 


' H z gined, 
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gined, varying remarkably almoſt every ſtep. On 
this hill, too, is a burying-ground, which contains 
a fine monument to the memory of David Hume 
the Hiſtorian, At a ſmall diſtaace eaſt ward ſtands 
the New Bridewell, 


CENNEAL EFXCISF-OFFICE. 


- On the eaſt fide of St Andrew's Square ſtands 


the General. Eaciſe Office, built by the late Sir Lau- 
rence Dundaſs for his own reſidence, but ſold by 
his fon for the above purpoſe, It is a very hand- 
fome building, with a pediment in front ornament. 
ed with the King's arms, and ſupported by four 
Corinthian pilaſters ; and, in conjunction with the 
two corner houfes, has a fine effect. 


ST ANDREW'S CHURCH. 


Tunis edifice ſtands on the north fide of George's 
Street. Is is of an oval form; and has a very 
neat ſpire of 186 feet in height, with a chime of 
eight bells; the firſt and only one of the kind in 
Scotland. It has alſo a handſome portico in front. 


THE PHYSICIAN'S HALL. 


- OeposrTx to St Andrew's church is the Phy/- 
cianꝰ . Hall, deſigned for the meetings of the Facul- 
ty, and which has a portico reſembling that of the 
church. It is a heavy inelegant building. 

| | ASSEMBLY 
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ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


FARTHER to the weſtward, on the ſouth fide, 


ſtand the Afembly Rooms, which, though a bear y 


looking building on the outfide, are neverthelefs 
extremely elegant and commodious within. The 
largeſt is oo feet long and 40 broad, being exceed+ 
ed in its dimenſions by none in the iſland, the large 


None at Bath excepted. Weekly afſemblies are 


held here for dancing and card- playing, under the 
direction of 2 maſter of ceremonies; admiſſion- 
tickets five ſhillings each. 


UERIO T's HOSPITAL. 
HerioT's Host rral owes its foundation to 


Ceorge Heriot, goldſmith to James VI. who ac+ 
quired by his buſineſs a large fortune. At his 


death, he left the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh 


23,6251. 109. © for the maintenance, relief, and 
bringing up of ſo many poor and fatherleſs boys, 
„ freemen's ſons of the town of Edinburgh,” as 
the above ſum ſhould be: ſufficient for. This hofs 
pital is finely fituated on the weſt end of the ſouth 
ridge, almoſt oppoſite to the eaftle, and is the moſk 
maguikcent building of the kind in Edinburgh, 
It was founded in July 1628, according to a, plan 
(as is reported) of Inigo Jones; but the work bes 
ing interrupted by the eivil wars, it was not finiſh- 
ed till the year 1650. The expence of the building 

18 
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is ſaid to have been upwards of 30,000l. ; (money 
it is to be obſerved, then bore 10l. per cent inte- 
reſt): and the hoſpital is now poſſeſſed of an im- 
proveable income of about 3ooesl. a-year ; though 
this cannot be abſolutely aſcertained, as the rents are 
paid in grain, and of courſe muſt be fluctuating. 

I ſtands on a rifing ground to the ſouth- weſt of 
the city, and is a ſquare of 160 feet without, hav- 
1ng a court of 94 feet ſquare in the infide, with 
Piazzas on two of the ſides. There is a ſpire with 
a clock over the gateway, and each corner of the 
building is ornamented with turrets ; but notwith- 
ſtanding the magnificent appearance of the outſide, 
the inner part is far from being convenient. There 
is a ſtatue of the founder over the gateway, in the 
dreſs of the times, and a very good painting of 
him in the council-1oem, with a picture of a 
late treaſurer, Mr Carmichael. There is a chapel 
61 feet long and 22 broad, which is now repaired 
in ſuch a manner, as to make it worthy the atten- 
tion of ſtrangers. When Cromwell took poffeſſion 
of Edinburgh after the battle of Dunbar, he quar- 
tered his ſick and wounded ſoldiers in this hoſpital. 
It was applied to the ſame purpoſe till the year 
1658, when General Monk, at the requeſt of the 
governors removed the ſoldiers; and on the 11th 
of April 1659, it was opened for the reception of 
boys, 30 of whom were admitted into it. The 
Auguſt after, they were increaſed to 40; and in 
1661, to 52. In 1753 the number was raiſed to 
1 30, and in 1963 to 140; but ſince that time it 
** has 
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has decreaſed. In this hofpital the boys are in- 
ſtructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic, and a 
knowledge of the Latin tongue. With ſuch as 
chooſe to follow any kind of trade an apprentice-fee 
of zol. is given when they leave the hoſpital ; and 
thoſe who chooſe an academical education, have an 
annuity of 101. a- year beſtowed on them for four 
years. The whole is under the overſight of the 
treafurer, who has under him a houſe-governor, 
houſe-keeper, and ſchool-matiers. 


 WATSON's HOSPITAL. 


Warsow's Hofpital- has ries; name from the 
founder George Watſon, who was at firſt clerk 


to Sir William Dick, Provoſt of Edinburgh in 


1676, then accountant of the Bank of Scotland : 
after that he became receiver of the city's impoſt 
on ale, treaſurer to the Merchants Maiden Hoſpital, 
and to the Society for propagating Chriſtian know- 
lege. Dying a batchelor in x7 23, he left 1 2, oool. 
for the maintenance and education of the children 


and grand · children of decayed members of the 


merchant company of Edinburgh. The fcheme, 
however, was not put in execution till the year 
1738, when the ſum originally left had accumu- 
lated to 20,0001, The preſent building was then 
erected, in which about 60 boys are maintaiued 
and educated. It is much leſs magnificent than 
Heriot's Hoſpital, but the building is far from be- 
ing deſpicable, It ſtands to the ſouthward of the 
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city, at a ſmall diſtance from Heriot's Hoſpital, 
and was erected at the expence of 5000l.: its pre- 
ſent revenue is about 17col. It is under the ma- 
nagement of the maſter, aſſiſtants, and treaſurer of 
the Merchant Company, four old batlies, the old 
dean-of-guild, apd the two miniſters of the Old 
Church. The boys are genteelly . clothed, and li- 
berally educated. Such as chooſe an univerſity 
education are allowed 10l. per annum for five 
years: thofe who go to trades have 201. allowet! 
them for their apprentice-fee; and at the age of 
25 years, if they have beliaved properly, and not 
contracted marriage without conſent of the gover. 
nors, they receive a bounty of 5ol. The boys are 
under the immediate inſpection of the treaſurer, 
ſchool-maſters, and houſe-keeper. 


THE MERCHANTS MAIDEN - HOSPIT AL. 


Tur Merchants Maiden Hoſpital was eſtabliſhed 
by voluntary coutribution about the end of the laſt 
century, for the maintenance of young girls, daugh- 
ters of the merchants burgeſſes of Edinburgh. The 
- governors were erected into a body corporate, by 
act of parliament, in 170%. The annual revenue 
amounts to 13 50l. Seventy girls are maintained 
in it; who, upon leaving the houſe, receive 3]. 
6s. 8d. excepting a ſew who are allowed $1, 6s. 8d, 
out of the funds of the hoſpital. The profits. ariſ- 
ing from work done in the houſe are alſo divided 
among the girls, according to their iuduſtry. 
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THE 'TRADES MAIDEN HOSPITAL, 


Tur Trades Maiden Hoſpital was founded in the 


year 1704 by the incorporations of Edinburgh, for. 


the maintenance of the daughters of decayed mem- 


bers, on a plan ſimilar to that of the Merchants 


Hoſpital. To this, as well as to the former, one 
Mrs Mary Erſkine, a widow gentlewoman, contri- 
buted ſo liberally, that ſhe was by the governors 
ſtiled joint foundreſs of the Hoſpital. Fifty girls 


ate maintained in the houſe, who pay of entry- 


money 11. 13s. 4d. ; and, when they leave it, re- 
ceive a bounty of five pounds eleven ſhillings and 


one penny halfpenny. The revenues are eſtimated 
at 60ol. a- year. 


THE ORPHAN HOSPITAL. 


Tut Orphan Hoſpital was planned in 1732 by 
Andrew Gairdner merchant, and other inhabitants; 
It was promoted by the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian, knowlege, by other ſocieties, by volun- 
tary ſubſcriptions, and a collection at the church 
doors. In 1733, the managers hired a houſe, took 
in 30 orphans, maintained them, and taught them 
the weaving buſineſs. In 1735, they were erccted 
into a body corporate by the town of Edinburgh; 
and, in 1743, they obtained a charter of erection 
from his late Majeſty, appointing moſt of the great 
officers of ſtate in Scotland, - and the heads of the 
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different ſocieties in Edinburgh, members of this 
corporation; with powers to them to hold real 
property to the amount of 1oool. a-year. The 
revenue is inconſiderable; but the inſtitution is 
ſupported by the contributions of charitable per. 
ſons. Into this hoſpital orphans are received from 
any part of the kingdom. None are admitted un- 
der ſeven, nor continued 1n it after 14 years of age. 
At preſent (17921) about 150 orphans are main. 
tained in it. | 

The Orphan Hoſpital is fituated to the eaſt of 
the North Bridge; and is a handſome building, 
conſiſting of a body and two wings, with a neat 
ſpire, furniſned with a clock and two bells. The 
late worthy Mr. Howard admits, that this inſtitu- 
tion is one of the moſt uſeful charities in Europe, 
and 1s a pattern for all inſtitutions of the kind, 
The funds bave been conſiderably increaſed, and 
the building greatly improved, through the atten- 
tion and ſpirited exertions of the worthy Mr Tho- 
mas Tod, the late treaſurer. 


THE TRINITY HOSPITAL. 


Tas was originally founded, and amply endow- 
ed, by King James II's Queen. At the reforma- 
tion it was ſtripped of its revenues; but the regent 
afterwards beſtowed them on the provoſt of Edin- 
burgh, who gave them to the citizens for the uſe 
of the poor. In 1585, the town-council purchaſed 
from Robert Pont, at thac time provoſt of Trinity 

College, 
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College, his intereſt in theſe ſubjects; and the 
tranſaction was afterwards ratified by James VI. 
The hoſpital was then repaired, and appointed for 
the reception of poor old burgeſſes, their wives, 
and unmarried children, not under 50 years of age. 
In the year 1900, this hoſpital maintained 54 per- 
ſons; but, ſince that time, the number has decreaſ- 
ed. The revenue conſiſts in a real eſtate of lands 
and houſes, the groſs rent of which is 7621. a-year ; 
and 55001. lent out in bonds at 4 per cent. 

This boſpital is ſituated at the foot of Leith- 
wynd, and maintains about 50 of both ſexes, who. 
are comfortably lodged, each having a room for 
themſelves. They are ſupplied with roaſt or boil. 
ed meat every day for dinner, have money allowed 
them for clothes, and likewife a ſmall ſum for poc-' 
ket- money. There is a ſmall library for their 


amuſement, and they have a chaplain to ſay pray- | 


ers. There are ſome out penſioners who have 61. 
a- year, but theſe are diſcouraged by the governors, 


The funds are under the management of the town- 


council, 


THE CHARITY WORKHOUSE, 


Tax Charity Workhouſe was erected in 1743 by 


voluntary contribution. It is a large plain build- 


ing, on the ſouth fide of the city. Here the poor 


are employed, and are allowed twopence out of 
every ſhilling they earn. The expence of this in- 
ſtitution is ſuppoſed to be not leſs than goocl. 
annually; as about yoo perſons of both ſexes, in- 
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cluding children, are maintained here, each of 
whom cannot be reckoned: to coſt lefs than 41. 10s. 
per amm, and there are beſides 300 out-penſioners, 
The ouly permanent fund for defraying this ex- 
pence is w tax of two per cont. on the valued rents 
of the city, which may bring in about 606 annu- 
ally; and there are other funds which yield abont 
col. The reſt is deri ved from collections at the 
church doors and voluntary contributions; but as 
theſe always fall ſhort of what is requiſite, recourſe 
muſt frequently be had to extraordinary collec- 
tions. The fum ariſing from the rents of the city, 
however, is conſtantly increaſing; but the Members 
of the College of Juſtice are exempted from the tax, _ 

There are two other charity workhoufes in the 
ſuburbs much on the fame plan with that now deſ- 
eribed; one in the Canongate, and the other in 8t 
Cuthbert's or Weſt Kirk pariſh. 

To this account of the charitable eftabliſkments 
in Edinburgh, we ſhall add that of ſome others, 
which, though not calculated to decorate the city 
by any public building, are perhaps no leſs deferv- 
ing of praiſe than any we have mentioned. The 
firſt is that of Captain William Horn; who left 
3500l. in truſt to the magiſtrates, the annual pro- 
fits to be divided on Chriſtmas day to poor out- day 
Iabourers, who muſt at that ſeaſon of the year be 
deſtitute of employment ; five pounds to be given 
to thoſe who have large amules, and one half to 


thoſe who have ſmaller, 
Another 
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Another charity is that of Robert Johnſton, L. L. 
D. of London, who, in 1640, left 30ool. to the 
poor of this city ; 10001. to be employed in fetting 
them to work; another 10001. to clothe the boys 
in Heriot's Hoſpital ; and the third 10000. to bur. 
ſers at the univerſity. 

About the beginning of this century, John Stra- 
chen left his eſtate of Craigcrook, now upwards of 
300l. a- year, in truſt to the preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh, to be by them diſpoſed of in ſmall furs to 
poor old people not under 65 years of age, and to 
orphans not above 12. | 

There 1s beſides a fociety for the PM of the 
induſtrious poor, another for the indigent ſick, and 
there are alſo many charity ſchools, —Oppoſite to 
the Charity Workhouſe, on the eaſt fide, is Head. 
lam, appropriated for the reception of perſons dif. 
ordered m mind. 


RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, 


Ir now remains only to ſpeak ſomething of the 
religious and civil eſtabliſhments of this metropolis. 
The highett of the former is the Genrral Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland, who meet here annually 
in the month of May, in an aiffe of the church of 
St Giles fitted up on purpoſe for them. The 
throne is filled by = commiſſioner from his Majeſty, 
but he neither debates nor votes. He calls then» 
together, and diſſolves them at the appointed time 
in the name of the King; but they call and diffolve 

I 2 themſelves 
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8 in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
This Aſſembly conſiſts of 3 50 members, choſen out 
of the various preſbyteries throughout the king- 
dom: and the debates are often very intereſting and 
eloquent. This is the fupreme eccleſiaſtical court 
in Scotland, to which appeals ly from the inferior 
Ones. { 


The ecclefiaſtical court next in dignity to the 
Aſſembly is the Synod of Lothian and Tueddale, 
who meet in the ſame place in April and Novem- 
ber; and next to them is the Preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh. Theſe meet on the laſt Wedneſday of every 
month ; and are truſtees on the fund for miniſters? 
widows.' They have a hall in Scott's cloſe, where 
there i is a good picture of Dr Webſter by Martin, 
which was put up at the expence of the truſtees, 
out of gratitude for the trouble he took in planning 
and fully eſtabliſhing the fund. 


The Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge 
an the Highlands and 1/lands of Scotland, was eſta- 
bliſhed a. body corporate by Queen Anne in the 
year 1709, for the purpoſe of erecting ſchools to 
aoſtruQt poor children in the principles of Chriſli. 


unity, as well as in reading and writing. The ſo- 
ciety have a hall in Warriſton's cloſe, where their 
huſineſs is tranſacted. From time to time they 
have received large contributions, which have al- 
ways been very properly applied; and for much 
the ſame purpoſe his Majeſty gives 10ccl. annually 
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to the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
which is employed by a commitee of their number 
for inſtructing the poor highlanders in the printle 


ples of the Chriſtian religion, 


The Earſe Church at Edinburgh was built abowr” © 


24 years ago by ſubſcription for the ſame laudable 
purpoſe, Great numbers of people reſort to the 
metropolis from the Highlands, who underſtand 
no other language but their own, and conſequently 
have no opportunity of inſtruction without it; and 


a moſt remarkable proof of the benefit they have 
received from it is, that though the church is 


capable of holding 10co people, yet it is not large 
enough for thoſe who apply for ſeats. The miniſ- 
ter has tool. per annum arifing from the ſeat- rents, 
and holds communion with the church of Scotland. 


The eſtabliſhment was promoted by Trane Dick- 


fon dyer in Edinburgh. 


| Beſides the religious eſtabliſhments above men- 


tioned, there are in Edinburgh the following 
parochial churches, of which the limits of this 


work will not allow us 0 give a particular de- 


ſcription, 

1. The Old and New Grey Friar*s Churches, two 
contiguous buildi gs; the one built in 1612, and 
the other in 1721. The former is remarkable for 
having been the pritun of the covenanters during 
the troubles of the reign of - Charles II. On the 
th of May 1718, part of the fame church was 

13 blown 
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5 flown up by gun- powder, belonging to the town, 
#hich had been lodged in the ſteeple. 

2. Lady Yefter's Church, founded in 1647, by 
Dame Margaret Ker, Lady Leſter. 

3. Trinity College Church, founded in 1462, by 
Mry of GuelCres, Queen of James II. in honour 
of the Holy Trinity, called fince the Reformation, 
the College- Kirk. 

4. The Ghurch of St Cuthbert s, comments called 
the Weſt Kirb, whoſe pariſh is eſteemed the richeſt 
and moſt populous in Scotland. This church ap- 
pears to be of great antiquity, as, in the charter of 
foundation of the monaſtery of Holyrood-houſe, 
there is mention of donations made to it by the 
uſurper Macbeth. Some years ago, this church 
becoming ruinous, a new one was erected, which 
has been lately ornamented with a handſome ſpire. 

Owing to great increaſe of the number of inha- 
bitants in the pariſh of St Cuthbert's, it was found 
neceſſary to ere a place of worſhip for their ac- 
commodatron. A Chapel of _ Eafe was accordingly 
built by ſubſcription. The lancholders and kirk- 
ſeſſion of the pariſh of St Cuthbert's have the go- 
vernment of all matters reſpecting this chapel, and 
the right of electing the miniſter. £2 

There is another chapel, founded by Lady Gle- 
norchy in the year 1772, called Lady Glenorchy'z 
Chapel, whoſe miniſter holds communion with the 
Church of Scotland. 

A chapel has been alſo built for the accommo- 

| dation 
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dation of part of a very numerous congregations 
belonging to the Canongate Church. 

Beſides theſe, there are a great many otter places 
of worſhip in this city, belonging to different ſecta- 
ries, too tedious to enumerate. 


POLITICAL CONSTITUTION. 


Wrru regard to the Political Conſtitution of Edin- 
burgh, the town- council have the direction of all 
public affairs. The ordinary council confiſts only 


of 25 perſons ; but the council ordinary and extra- 
ordinary, of 33. The whole is compoſed of mer- 


chants or tradeſmen, whoſe refpeQive powers and 
intereſts are ſo interwoven, that a balance is pre- 
ſerved between the two bodies. The members of 


the town=council are partly elected by the members 


of the 14 incorporations, and they partly chooſe 
their own ſucceſſors. The election is made in the 
following manner: Firſt, a liſt or Jeet of fix perſons 
is made out by each incorporation; from which 
number, the deacon belonging to that incorporation 
muſt be choſen. Theſe liſts are then laid before 
the ordinary council of 25, who * ſhorten the et, 
by expungiag one halt of the names from each; 
and from the three remaining ones the deacon is to 
be choſen. When this election is over, the new 
deacons are preſented to the ordinary council, who 
chooſe fix of them to be members of their body, 
and the fix deacons of laſt year then walk off. The 
council of 25 next proceed to the election of three 

merchaut 
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merchant and two trades counſellors, The mem- 
bers of council, who now amount to 33 in number, 
then make out geets, from which the lord provoſt, 

dean of guild, treafurer, and bailies muſt be choſen, 
The candidates foi each of theſe offices are three in 
number; and the election is made by the 30 mem- 
bers of council already mentioned, joined to the 
eight extraordinary council-deacons. 


The Lord Provoſi of Edinburgh, who is ſtyled 
Right Honourable, is high-ſheriff, coroner, and ad- 
miral, within the city and liberties, and the town, 
harbour, and road of Leith. He has alſo a juriſ- 
diction in matters of life and death. He is preſes 
of the convention of royal boroughs, colonel of the 
trained bands, commander of the city-guard, and 
of Edinburgh jail. In the city he has the prece- 
dency of all the great officers of ſtate and of the 
nobility ; waiking on the right hand of the king, 
or of his majetty's commiſſioner, and has the pri- 
vilege of having a ſword and mace carried before 
him. Under him are four magiſtrates, called baz- 
lies, whole office is much the ſame with that of al- 
derman in London. There is alto a dean of guild, 
who has the charge of public buildings, and with- 
out whoſe warrant no houſe or building can be 
etected within the city. He has a council to con- 
fult, with a nom:nal treaſurer, who formerly had 
the keeping of the town's money, which is now 
given to the chamberlain. Thele ſeven are elected 


annually ; who, with the ſeven of the former year, 
| three 
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three merchants and two trades counſellors, and 14 

deacons or preſeſes of incorporated trades, making 
in all 33, form the council of the city, and have 
the ſole management and diſpoſal of the city reve- 
nues; by which means they have the diſpoſal of 
places to the amount of 20, ocol. annually. © For- 
merly the provoſt was alſo an officer in the Scots 
parliament. The magiſtrates are ſheriffs-depute 
and juſtices of the peace; and the town council are 
alſo patrons of all the churches in Edinburgh, pa- 
trons of the univerſity, and electors of the city's 
repreſentative in parhament. They have beſides a 
very ample juriſdiction both civil and criminal. 
They are ſuperiors of the Canongate, Portſburgh, 
and Leith; and appoint over theſe certain of their 
own number, who are called baron bales ; but the 
perſon who preſides over Leith has the title of ad. 
miral, becauſe he hath there a juriſdiction over ma- 
ritime affairs. The baron bailies appoint one or 
two of the inhabitants of their reſpective diſtricts to 
be their ſubſtitutes, and theſe are called refdent bate 
lies, They hold courts in abſence of the baron- bai- 
lies, for petty offences, and diſcuſſing civil cauſes of 
little moment. | 


TOWN GUARD, 


No city in the world affords greater ſecurity to 
the inhabitants in their perſons and properties than 
Edinburgh. Robberies are here very rare, and a 
ſtreet- murder hardly known in the memory of 

man; 
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man; ſo that a perſon may walk the ſtreets in any 
hour of the night in perfect ſecurity. This is in 
a great meaſure owing to the Toua- Guard. This 
inſtitution originated from the conſternation into 
which the citizens were thrown after the battle of 
Flowden. At that time, the town-council com- 
manded the inhabitants to aflemble in defence of 
the city, and every fourth man to be on duty each 
night. This introduced a kind of perſonal duty 
for the defence of the town, called watching and 
warding ; by which the trading part of the inha- 
bitants were obliged in perſon to watch alternately, 
in order to prevent or ſuppreſs occaſional diſtur. 
bances. This, however, becoming in time ex- 
tremely inconvenient, the town- council, in 1648, 
appointed a body of 60 men to be raiſed ; the cap- 
tain of which was to have a monthly pay of 
x11. 28. zd. two lieutenants of 21. each, two ſer. 
Jeants of 11. 5s. and the private men of 1 58. each, 
No regular fund was eſtabliſhed for defraying this 
expence ; the conſequence of which was, that the 
old method of watching and warding was reſumed : 
but the people on whom this ſervice devolved were 
now became fo relaxed in their diſcipline, that the 
magiſtrates were threatened with having the king's 
troops quartered in the city, if they did not ap- 
point a ſufficient guard. On this 40 men were 
raiſed in 1679, and in 1682 the number was in- 
creaſed to 108, After the revolution, the town- 
council complained of the guard as a grievance, 


and requeſted parliament that it might be removed. 
Their 
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Their requeſt was immediately granted, and the 
old method of watching and warding was renewed. 
This, however, was now ſo intolerable, that the 
very next yeat they applied to parliament for leave 
to raiſe 126 men for the defence of tlie city, and to 
tax the citizens for their payment. This being 
granted, the corps was raiſed which ſtill continues 
under the name of the Tou- Guard. At preſent 
the eſtabliſhment conſiſts of three officers and about 
90 men, who mount guard by turns: The officers 
have a lieutenants pay; the ſerjeants, corporals, 
drummers, and common ſoldiers, the ſame with 
thoſe: of the army. Their arms are the ſame with 
thoſe of the king's forces; but when called upon 
to quell mobs, they uſe Lochaher-axes, a part of 
the ancient Scottiſh armour now in uſe only among 
themſelves. | 

The Town-Guard are paid chiefly by a tax on 
the trading people; theſe being the only perſons 
formerly ſubje& to watching and warding, This 
tax, however, amounts only to r2501.; and, as the 
expence of the Guard amounts to 1400l. the ma- 
giſt rates are obliged to defray the additional charge 
by other means. 


MILITIA OR TRAINED BANDS, c. 


Tux Militia or Trained Bands of the city conſiſt 
of 16 companies of 100 men each. 'They were in 
uſe to turn out every king's birth-day; but only 
the officers now remain, who are choſen annually. 

They 
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They confiſt of 16 captains, as many lieutenants 
and enſigns ; the Provoſt, as has already been men- 
tioned, being the colonel. There are alſo a ſuffi. 
cient number of Conſtables appointed by the magiſ- 
trates from among the trading part of the people. 


NUMBER OF INHABITANTS. 


Tux number of inhabitants in the-city of Edin- 
burgh is ſomewhat uncertain, and has been very | 
variouſly calculated. By a ſurvey made in the 
year 1775, it appears that the number of families 
in the city, Canongate, and other ſuburbs, and the 
town of Leith, amounted to 13,806. The diffi- 
culty, therefore, 1s to fix the number of perſons in 
a family. Dr Price fixes this number at four and 
one-tenth ; Mr Maitland, at five and one-half; and 
Mr Arnot, at fix; ſo that, according to this laſt 
gentleman, the whole number of inhabitants is 
82,836; to which he thinks 1400 more may be 
added for thoſe in garriſons, hoſpitals, &c. An 
enumeration. ſince made for that valuable+ work, 
Sir John Sinclair's Statiſtical Account of Scotland, 
has given only- 84,886, But this enumeration 1s 
without doubt confiderably under the truth; and 
there are hardly fewer than 100, coo fouls at this 
time in Edinburgh. -There are in Edinburgh 14 
incorporations, capable of chooſing their own dea- 
cons; Viz. The royal college of ſurgeons; the 
corporations of goldſmiths, ſkinners, furriers, ham- 
mermen, wrights and maſons, taylors, bakers, 

| butchers, 
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butchers, ſhoemakers, weavers, waukers, bonnet- 
makers, and merchant-company, The revenue of 
the city, ariſing partly from duties of different 
kinds, and partly from landed property, is eſti- 
mated at about 60,0001, per annum. 

The markets of Edinburgh are plentifully ſup- 
plied with. all ſorts of provifions. Freſh butcher 
meat, as well as fowl and fiſh, if the wea- 
ther permit, may be had every day; and no city 
can be better ſupplied with garden ſtuffs. The E. 
dinburgh ſtrawberries, particularly, are remark- 
ably large and fine. A remarkable inſtance of the 
plenty of proviſions with which Edinburgh is ſup- 
plied, was obſerved in the year 1779, when ſeveral 
large fleets, all of them in want of neceſſaries, ar- 
rived in the Forth, to the amount of about 500 
ſail, and having on board at leaſt 20,000 men; 
yet the increaſed conſumption of proviſions, which 
certainly enſued upon the arrival of ſo many ſtran- 
gers, made not the leaſt increaſe in the rate of the 
markets, inſomuch that ſeveral viQtualling ſhips 
ſent down by the navy board, returned without 
opening their hatches. The city-mills are let to 
the corporation of bakers in Edinburgh; and the 
bread made in the city is remarkable for 1ts goodneſs. 

Edinburgh -is ſupplied with water brought for 
ſome miles in pipes, and lodged in two reſervoirs, 
from whence it is diſtributed through the city both 
to public wells and private families. A revenue 
accrnes to the town from the latter, which muſt 
undoubtedly increaſe in proportion as the city ex- 
tends in magnitude, 
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There are but few merchants in Edinburgh, moſt 
of them reſiding at the port of Leith; ſo that the 
ſupport of the city depends on the conſumption of 

the neceſſaries as well as the ſuperfluities of life. 

There are five different ſorts of people on whom 

the ſhop-keepers, publicans, and different trades 

depend: 1. The people of the law, who are a very 
reſpectable body in the city. 2. The number of 

"young people of both ſexes who come to town for 

their education, many of the parents of whom come 

along with them. 3. The country gentlemen, gen- 
tlemen of the army and navy, and people who have 
made their fortunes abroad, &c. all of whom come 
to attend the public diverſions, or to ſpend their 
time in ſuch a manner as is moſt agreeable to them. 

4. The, vaſt concourſe of travellers from all parts. 

5. Moſt of the money drawa for the rents of coun- 

try gentlemen 1s circulated among the bankers or 

other agents. 

At Edinburgh there are excellent manufaQures 
of linen and cambrics ; there are alſo manufaQures 
of paper in the neighbourhood, and printing is car- 
ried on very extenſively. But for ſome time the 
capital branch about Edinburgh has been building : 
which has gone on, and ſtill continues to do ſo, with 
ſuch rapidity, that the city has been increaſed ex- 
ceedingly in its extent; and it is not uncommon to 
fee a houſe built in a few months, and even inha- 
| bited before the roof is quite finiſhed. —Since the 
beginning of the preſent war, indeed, building has 


been greatly in decline, 
Bride well. 
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BRIDEWELL., 


Tux want of a Bridewell was long felt in this 
city : this has been lately ſupplied. —On the zoth 
of November 1791, the foundation-ſtone of the 
building intended for this purpoſe, was laid with 
great ſolemnity, by the Right Honourable George 
Earl of Morton, Grand Maſter-Maſon of Scotland, 
attended by the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates and 
Council, in their robes, the Sheriff-depute, and a 
number of the noblemen and gentlemen of the 
county, and aſſiſted by all the lodges of Free Ma- 
ſons in the city and vicinity. 

Two chryſtal bottles, caſt on purpoſe at the 
Glaſs-houſe of Leith, were depoſited in the foun- 
dation-ſtone; In one of theſe were put different 
coins of the preſent reign, each of which being 
-previouſly enveloped in Chryſtal in ſuch an inge- 
nious manner that the legend on the coins could 
be read without breaking the chryſtal. In the 
other bottle were depoſited two rolls of vellum, 
containing the names of the preſent officers of the 
Grand Lodge, and the preſent magiſtrates of the 
city, together with an Edinburgh almanack, and 
a copy of each of the four newſpapers publiſhed in 
this city. The bottles being carefully ſealed up, 
were covered with a piece of copper wrapt in block 
tin; and upon the under fide of the copper were 
engraved the arms of the city of Edinburgh, the 
arms of the Earl of Morton, grand maſter maſon 
af Scotland, the arms of Maſonry, and the arms of 
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the Right Honourable James Stirling, Lord Pro- 
voſt of Edinburgh. On the upper ſide of the plate 
is a Latin inſcription, of which the following is an 


exact copy: 


DESCRIPTTON OF EDINBURGH, 


Regnante Georgio Ill. 
Ad nequitiam 
Intra Urbem et Comitatum Edinburgenfem, 
Salutari Labore coercendam accommodati, 
Primum hujus Ergaſtuli Lapidem 
Poſuit 
Vir Nobiliſſimus Georgius Comes de Morton, 
Dominus Douglas de Lochleven, etc. etc. 
Sodalitii Architectonici apud Sco: us Curio Maximus, 
Anno poſt Chriſtum Natum M, DCC, XCI. 
Aerae autem ArchiteRonicae oiocx cc. 
-Die ipſo Divi Andreae 
Urbis Conſule Ampliſſimo lacobo Stirlipg ; 
Comitatus Vicecomite Vicario loanne Pringle ; 
Architecto Roberto Adam. 


This building was finiſhed in the year 1795. It 
is ſomewhat in the faſhion of a Gothic caſtle. It 
ſtands eaſtward from the burying- ground, on the 
ſouth fide of the Calton-hill. It is round, with 
narrow apertures for affording light and air; 1s 
ſurrounded by a high wall inclofing a conſiderable 
area round the houſe ;—the entrance is by a ſtrong 
gate on the north fide ;—the porter's lodge, and 
the apartments for the keeper, with the whole 
front, are ſo diſpoſed, as to preſent very much the 
aſpect of the approach to a regularly fortified caſtle. 
The fituation is excellent for a place of confine- 
ment. And it is hoped that ſuch attention will be 
paid in the management, to order, cleanlineſs, - 
healthineſs, and correction and reſtraint without 
tyranny; as may render its utility ſenſibly felt, in 
the reclaiming of the worthleſs part of the com- 
munity. 

ENVIRONS 
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THE ENVIRONS OF EDINBURGH, 


EDINBURGH being fituate ſo near to the ſea ſhore, 
is, by conſequence, conliderably | confined in its 
proſpects, by the nature of the interior country; 


which, at ſome diſtance around it, riſes, almoſt on 


all hands, to a greater height than that of its ſitu- 
ation above the level of the ſea, The inſulated 
mounts likewiſe, which tower up on different ſides 
pear to the city, obſtruct and ſhut up the view on 
thoſe quarters on which they ly; neither 1s the 
ſcenery immediately around Edinburgh cultured, 


ornamented, and enriched like the environs of Lon- 


don, and ſome others of the great capitals of Eur. 
ope. To decoration fo ſplendid, the wealth of a 
country, in which trade, manufactures, and agri- 
cultural improvement, are ſtill in their infaney; 
or of a city, which is the ſeat neither of govern- 
ment, nor of opulent and entenſive commerce; maſt, 
without doubt, long prove inadequate. 

Yet, under theſe diſadvantages, Edinburgh com- 
mands from its ſtreets, from its windows, or from 
the contiguous eminences, ſeveral proſpects more 
grand, pictureſque, or beautiful, than the moſt ce- 
lebrated of thoſe which almoſt any other town in 
Europe has to boaſt of. And, in its environs, 
are ſome ſtately palaces, with ſumptuous gardens, 
and extenſive and well-laid.out pleaſure-grounds ; 
ſeveral venerable, romantic, and ſtrikingly pictur- 
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eſque ruins ; many handſome villas; and a number 
of neat ornamented farm-houſes. The bay opening 
before it, the mountains ſheltering it at a diſtance, 
the inſulated hills ſcattered in curious irregularity 
more immediately around it, the lengthened ridges 
and the deepening vales by which theſe are inter- 
ſected, with the widening plains which extend on 
two ſides, compoſe, all together, a ſeries of ſcenery, 
the moſt various and the moſt intereſting that fan- 
cy can eaſily conceive. To make ſuch places ſtrik. 
ing or pleaſing to the eye of man, Art can do little, 
in compariſon. with what has been done by the 
hand of Nature. | 

Let the ſtranger who would contemplate the 
fineſt proſpects in the environs of Edinburgh, viſit 
ſome of thoſe pornts of view from which they are 
known to be ſeen to the beſt advantage. 


THE PROSPECT FROM THE CASTLE 


Ts, on all hands, grand, various, and intereſting. 
Eaftward, the eye extends its view over the mid- 
dle parts of the city, to the town and harbour of 
Leith; the expanſe of the bay to where the ſea 
ſeems to be bounded by the meeting ſky; the 
ſhores of Fife on the one fide, and thoſe of Eaſt 
Lothian and Berwickſhire on the- other, bending, 
like two horns, to embrace as it were the fluctuat- 
ing waters; the fiſhing towns which fringe either 
coaſt ; the blue heights of the Baſs and North-Ber- 


wick-law ; the riſing hills, the towns, villages, 
corn- 
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corn- fields, and woods of Berwick-ſhire and Eaft 
Lothian, as they recede backwards from the ſhore; 
the rich extent of the lands of Fife, where they 
advance towards St Andrews and the Frith of Tay; 
and, on the foreground of this wide proſpect, the 
waters of the frith diffuſing themſelves into the 
bay; the ſhips in the roads; the rich parks and 
villas between Edinburgh and Leith ; the inſulated 
heights of Calton-hill, Saliſpury-craggs, and Ar- 
. thur-ſeat, and the palace and abbey of Holyrood- 
houſe, immediately under the eye. Turning north- 
wards, the ſpectator may diſcern, from the ſame 
ſituation, the New Town cloſe under his eye; the 
the rich fields extending from Queen's ſtreet to the 
edge of the Frith; the majeſtic courſe of the wa» 
ters, and the iſlets riſing amidſt them, from Queenſ- 
ferry and Inverkeithing, to Inchkeith and eaſtward 
to the iſle of May; the fertile, rich, and populous 
coaſts of Fife: the cultivated extent of this coun- 
try, particularly the beautiful Lomond hills; Lin- 
lithgow ſhire, and the ſhires of Clackmannan and 
Kinroſs, extending, with a gradual elevation, weſt. 
ward ; and onwards to the weſt and the north, the 
Ochil hills and the Grampian mountains, bounding 
the whole vaſt area with a grand ſemicircular 
ſweep. Weſtward is ſeen the long ridge of the 
heights of Corſtorphine: the rich and cultivated 
plain by which theſe are divided from the Pent- 
land-heights ; the range of the Pentland-heights ; 
and a wide tract of country, towards the diſtant 
mountains, which form the weſtern boundary of 

Stirlingſhire. 
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Stirlingſhire. On the Southern fide, the view 15 
ſtill various and intereſting ; although quickly nar- 
rowed and confined by the intervention of the Pent- 
land hills, and of lower, yet elevated ridges, riſing 
ſtill one beyond another, towards Tweeddale and 
Selkirk ſhire. This ſeries of proſpeQs will be beſt 
enjoyed in the full light of a very clear day, when 
the ſhadows are not greatly lengthened, but the 
fun has either advanced near to his meridian height, 


or has not declined far from it. 


After viewing the circumjacent country from 
the caſtle, let the ſtranger next repair iu the eve - 
ning or the morning to 


QUEEN'S STREET. 


As he walks along this fine ſtreet, between eaſt 
and welt, his eyes will quickly be attracted to the 
northern, the north-weſt, and the north-eaſt proſ- 
peas. The ſame ſcenery was already beheld from 
the caſtle ; but the point of view being now differ- 
ent, and the limits of the horizon contracted ; the 
effect to the eye of taſte is wholly changed, and, 
perhaps, not a little improved. Evening and 
morning are the moſt advantageous times in the 
day for the enjoyment of this proſpe& ; becauſe 
the ſurface is ſo level, for a great extent, as to 


require even more ſhade than can be obtained with- 


out a total privation of bright light, in order that it 
may give thoſe pictureſque effects which render it 


truly intereſting. About ſun-riſe and for ſome 
time 
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time after it, in the morning, the opening of the 
frith is ſeen to the greateſt advantage from Queen's 
Street. Nothing can be more enchanting than 
the ſoft golden colours which the ſetting fun 1s 
ſeen, from the ſame point of view, to ſhed over 
the welt. (5p 
But, for fine pictureſque effect, the views from 


SALISBURY-CRAGGS, 


Are perhaps ſuperior to any others about Edin- 


burgh. Aſcending, at the ſouth-eaſt end, that ſort 
of ſemicircular terraſs, which has been gradually 
formed around theſe heights, by the quarrying 
away of the rocks for paving and building; we 
have firſt under the eye, a ſmiling proſpe& of the 
fields and villas to the ſouth-weſt, with Pentland- 
heights riſing within the view, almoſt ſtraight weſt. 
Walking ſoftly onwards, we perceive the ſcene to 
ſhift lowly from before us; and the whole maſs 
of the buildings of the old town; and beyond it 
the noble vale which ſeparates the Pentland-heights 
from thoſe of Corſtorphine come fully into views 
The buildings of the town are here, perhaps, too 
cloſe upon the foreground to produce the beſt poſe 
ſible effect: But, if the ſun be now low in the hea- 
vens, ſo that the lights may be ſtrongly contraſted 
with ſhades, there is ſomething inexpreſſibly pic- 
tureſque and intereſting in the fight; and the vale 
beyond, and the heights riſing on either fide of it, 


produce alſo a contraſt of a peculiar kind, to the 
| heavy 
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heavy and crowded foreground. It is, perhaps, 
to its ſingularity that this proſpect owes its very 
ſtriking effect. Proceeding farther along the front 
of the hill, we ſoon perceive the beautiful ſtreets 
of the New Town; the towering rock of the Caſ- 
tle; the delightful fields extending from Queen's 
Street to the Frith ; the moving, winding expanſe 
of the Frith; the territory of Fife beyond it; and 
a wide range of country to the weſt; to unfold 
themſelves all together to the eye in one ſeries of 
ſcenes of unſpeakable beauty. Where the path 
winds around to the north-eaſt, the harbour of 
Leith, the towns of Burnt-ifland, Kinghorn, and 
Kirkcaldy, the iftands of Inch-keith and May, the 
coaſt of Fife, and all the north-eaſt fide of the Frith, 
preſent themſelves to the view. 


THE WALK AROUND CALTON-HILL 


Commands a very intereſting proſpe& of the 
Frith and its ſhores:;; of the New town and the 
beautiful country ſxirting it, on the northern fide; 
of the Caſtle and the Old Town; of the towering 
cliffs of Arthur's-feat and Saliſbury-craggs ; and a 
wide extent of other ſcenery. The objects ſeen 
from it are, indeed, for the moſt part, the ſame as 
thoſe which are viewed from the caftle, and from 
Saliſbury-craggs; but the point of view and the 
order of the ſcenes being here different, the effect 
to the eye is little leſs novel and ftriking, than if 
the objects had never been beheld before. It is 

unlucky 
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uulucky that no means can be readily employed to 
render the Calton-hill ſomewhat more eaſily acceſ- 
ſible to the ſtranger and to the citizen. Should the 
views of the ſurrounding ſcenery tire the beholder, 
he may aſcend to the Obſervatory, and through the 
teleſcopes of Short, raiſe his contemplations to the 
ſtars; or turn his ſteps to the ſouth-weſt corner of 
the hill, and there meditate among the tombs ; or he 
may turn from thele a ſhort way eaſtward, and, at 
the New Bridewell, ſigh over a monument of the 
wickedneſs and miſery of human nature, and of 
the evils which man in ſociety is compelled to in- 
fli& upon man. 


It will next be proper to climb the noble hill of 


ARTHUR'S SEAT. 


Tax ſteepneſs of all, except the eaſtern fide of 
this hill, renders it exceedingly difficult of acceſs. 
It is a vaſt irregular pile of columnar rocks, which 
may poſũbly have owed their origin to ſome vol. 
canic proceſſes in the grand elaboratory of nature. 
After rifing to its middle height, it is broken into 
ſeveral different. ſummits that ſurround a ſort of 
marſhy plain into which the middle ſpace ſublides. 
Of theſe ſeveral ſummits, that which 1s by far the 
loftieſt, towers up at the weſtern extremity of the 
hill, to a great elevation above the height of every 
contiguous eminence. The proſpect which it com- 


maads, is even more grand and exteuſive than that 


ſeen from the caſtle. It comprehends all the ſame 
| objects; 


| 
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objects; but, on all hands, expands the limits of 
the horizon ; and particularly towards the eaſt and 
the ſouth-eaſt, affords a much more diſtin& view of 
the bay and its coaſts; and of the beautifully cul. 
tivated territory of Eaſt Lothian. On the eaſtern 
declivity of this hill, the eye and imagination are 
delighted with a very advantageous view of Dud. 
dingſton-houſe, the adjacent village, and the finely 
ornamented grounds lying around. This ſmall 
landſcape, which may be eaſily contemplated, as if 
it were wholly detached from the circumjacent 
country ; may be ſeen from the indicated point of 
view, with all the curiouſly intereſting effects of a 
fine landſcape-painting. 

The view of the environs of Edinburgh, from 
the ſeveral ſtations which have been above pointed 
out, cannot fail to ſuggeſt to the ſpectator, a wiſh 
to viſit the more remarkable of thoſe towns, vil- 
lages, and noble ſeats, that have thus been ſeen, in 


diſtant proſpect. 
THE TOWN AND HARBOUR or LEITH 


| ARE likely to be, within no long period, con- 
nected with Edinburgh, by the continuation of the 
buildings along the ſides of the foot-walk and the 
highway, which lead from the capital to its ſea-port- 
torun. The diitance from the High Street of Edin- 
burgh to the fartheſt extremity of the Pier of Leith, 
does not exceed two miles. An excellent foot- 


way, carefully barred againſt horſes and carriages, 
_ conducts 


3 <0 . 
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conducts us from Edinburgh to Leith by a very a- 
greeable walk. 

The town of Leith is ſituated at the very ts 
where the frith ſuddenly expands itſelf into a bay. 
Its buildings appear to haye been originally ex- 
tended eaſtward from the ſmall river of Leith, a- 
long the ſhore; but, at a due diſtance above the 
tide-mark. It had then no other harbour than 


the mouth of the river ;—all its ſhipping conſiſted 


of ſome few ſiſhing- boats; —ſtrangers began to im- 
port their commodities ;—a rude mole was form- 
ed ;—the inhabitants of the town multiplied, and 
its buildings were extended; —a wall, and ſome 
other fortifications were conſtrued for its ſeeu- 
rity. Trade, increaſing with the increaſed proſ- 
perity and opulence of the whole kingdom, under 
the Jameses, demanded an improvement of the 
harbour, and an addition to the houſes and ſtreets 
of the town. Intercourſe with France, in the reign 
of Mary, and with England, after the acceſſion of 
James VI. to the Engliſh throne, greatly augment- 
ed the traffie and the proſperity of Leith. Between 


the end of the fixteenth and the middle of the 


eighteenth century, it grew up, in that faſhion 
which had its origin in the neceſſity of crowding 
habitations together within walls, and in the utter 
negle&t of almoſt every accommodation, except 
merely ſecurity and ſhelter; into a number of ir- 
regular and narrow ſtreets, the houſes of which 
conſiſted of a number of ſmall ſtones, with thick 
walls, and dark narrow windows, All events that 


L | have 
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have fince promoted the opulence and GVO TE of 
Edinburgh ; the commercial intercourſe of Scotland 
with England, or with Spain, France, Flanders, the 
north of Germany, and the countries on the Bal. 
tic; or the internal improvement of the middle 


and eaſtern diſſricts of Scotland; — have alſo con- 


tributed to increaſe the trade and the wealth of 
Leith. The trade with America and the Weſt 
Indies, indeed, centering rather in Glaſgow, and in 
the ſea- port - towns on the weſtern coaſt, did not en- 
rich Leith or Edinburgh in the ſame proportion in 
which it enriched the middle and the weſtern parts 
of the Kingdom. But, fince the period of the 
American war, 2 larger ſhare of the commercial 
capital of the nation has been transferred towards 
the eaſtern fide of the Kingdom; and the trade of 
Leith in particular has been greatly extended. The 
merchants of Leith take a profitable ſhare in the 
Greenland whale-fiſhery ; they trade to a large an- 
nual amount with Ruſſia; they have, likewiſe, a 


- confiderable commercial intercourſe with Denmark 


and Sweden; with Hamburgh, Oſtend, and the ſea- 
port-towns of Holland; they trade alſo to the 


. coaſts of the Mediterranean; and they have lately 
' begun to take ſome part in the direct trade to the 


Weſt Indies and to America. But their chief 
trade is with London and other towns on the 
eaſtern coaſt of England, and with the inland towns 
on the Frith of Forth; as alſo with Glaſgow and 
the wellern . by means of the navigable 


canal 
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canal making a junction berworn the Forth and the 
Clyde. 

The town of Leith, which has in this manner 
ariſen and increaſed to its preſent magnitude, 
ſpreads itſelf out for a confiderable extent, from its 
north-weſt to its ſouth-eaſt extremity, and from its 
eaſtern limits on the fea ſhore, to where it advances 
towards Edinburgh. At the ſea-ſhore, the houſes ' 
extend, with ſome - irregularity of diſpoſition, a- 
round the harbour. The ſtreet named the Kirk- 
gate, by which a perſon approaching from Edin- 
durgh firſt enters Leith, ſeems to have been, next 
after the half-ſtreet lying round the harbour, the 
principal part of the town, until within theſe laſt 
twenty years. It has within this period, been 
enlarged by the addition of ſeveral new ſtreets on 
its ſouth-eaft quarter; but ſtill more, by a range 
of villas with gardens, which are ſcattered on this 
fide of it in a charming irregularity, that renders 
it difficult to diſtinguiſh whether they are to be 
"reckoned to belong properly to the town or to the 
country. "The Quay; the Draw-bridge affording 
ready acceſs to the northern fide of the quay ; the 
Hips in the harbour, and in the adjacent road; the 
open field named the Tinte, which is frequented by 
players at the golf; the Sands, which are the ſcene 
of the races; ſome roperies and other manufacto- 
Tries ; the old part of the tous for the ſtrength and 
gloomineſs of its buildings, and for the narrowneſs 
and dirtineſs of its ſtreets; and the new ſtreets and 
houſes, for their lightneſs, commodiouſneſs and ele- 
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gance,—are the principal objects in Leith, that de- 
ſerve to be particularly pointed out to the ſtran- 
ger's notice. It is divided into two pariſhes, under 
the names of North and South Leith. It is a depend- 
ent burgh, ſubje& to the government of the magiſ- 
tracy of Edinburgh. 


MUSSELBURGH, 


Is a fiſhing and commercial town, lying upon 
the coaſt of the bay, at the diſtance of about ſeven 
miles, between eaſt and ſouth-eaſt from Edinburgh. 
In the village of Fiſber- row, which may be con- 
ſidered as belonging to Muſſelburgh, dwell many 
families of thoſe fiſhermen who ſupply the fiſh- 
markets of Edinburgh, and the adjacent towns. 
There are in Muſſelburgh ſeveral reſpectable mer- 
chants engaged in the trade to the Baltic. The 
whole town may contain about four or five thou- 
ſand inhabitants. Several gentlemen of moderate» 
pet eaſy fortune, chuſe to fix their reſidence here, 
for the ſake of the education of their children, of 
ſea-bathing in the proper ſeaſons, of the vicinity 
of the metropolis, of the abundance of proviſions, 
of the agreeableneſs of the fituation of the town 
and its environs, "I 


THE 
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THE VILLAGE or INVERESK, 


SITUATE on a rifing ground, immediately north- 
weſt from Muſſelburgh, conſiſts of hand ome houſes, 
and is inhabited chiefly by genteel families. It has 
been called the Montpelier of Scotland. Its fituation 
is, in truth, remarkably ſalubrious and pleaſant, 

Two or three miles eaſtward along the coaſt 


from Muſſelburgh, is 
PRESTONPANS, 


Likewiſe a fiſhing, mercantile, and manufacturing 
town ; pleaſantly fituate on the ſhore, not large, but 
thriving. 


HADDINGTON, 


Tat county town of Eaft Lothian or Hadding- 
ton-ſhire, is a conſiderable town, ab ut ſixteen miles 
ſouth-eaſt from Edinburgh, pleaſantly ſituated in 
the middle of a fertile and well cultivated country, 
at ſome miles diſtance from the ſea-coalt. 


DALKEITH, 


Is a burgh of barony, charmingly fituate be- 
tween the two rivers, the North and South Eſk, 
fix miles ſouth from Edinburgh, three miles welt 
from Invereſk. It confiſts of one main ſtreet, ex- 
tending between eaſt and weſt, and of ſeveral croſs 


ſtreets or lanes chiefly at the weſt end. It is a 
L3 much 
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much frequented market for grain and cattle ; the 
farmers from the Eaſt and the South Country here 
meeting the butchers, victuallers, and other dea 
lers belonging to Edinburgh and its neighbour. 
hood. The two Eſks are here ſo near to their 
meeting, that the town entirely fills the breadth of 
the intermediate ſpace between them; and it may 
be eaſily conceived that the ſtream and its banks 
muſt produce, on each fide, effects uncommonly in- 
tereſting and pictureſque. The banks of the Nortli 
Eſk eſpecially, are richly wooded. Convenient 
bridges cover, at proper diſtances, both the ſtreams, 
A number of new buildings have already riſen on 
the northern bank of the north Eſk. All the en- 
virons are pleaſing, cultivated, and ornamented. 
Nor is it a ſmall advantage to this town, in point 
of addition to the beauties of its neighbourhood, 
that the ducal palace of Dalkeith-houſe, and its 
noble park are immediately adjoining to it. 
Every ſtranger who vifits Edinburgh and its 
environs, with views of 74/e, ought to examine 
the banks of the tuo Ee, from where they pour 
their conjoined waters into the bay at Muſſelburgh, 
to their very ſources ; the ſcenery of their banks 
is every where intereſting, often awful and ro- 
mantic ; ſeveral ſeats of manufacture, and not a 
few handſome villas are ſcattered near their ſtreams 
for their whole length. The face of the interme- 
diate country, is beautifully variegated with hills 
and vales, Here plains ſtretch out; there the 
ground {wells into a ridge; here again it riſes. 
THE 
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THE VILLAGE OF PENNYCUICK, 


SITUATED on the North-Eſk, at about ten miles 
weſt from Edinburgh, is ſupported chiefly by ma- 
nufactures of cotton-yarn and of paper; - riſes in a 
very pictureſque manner up the ſide of an eminence, 
and ſpreads beyond its height for ſome length over 
a lower lying tract of ground. Pennycuick. Houſe, 
the ſeat of Sir John Clerk, Baronet, is at a ſmall 
diſtance weſt ward. 


THE VILLAGE OF CORSTORPHINE, 


ABouT four miles weſtward from Edinburgh, 
on the road towards Linlithgow, owes its origin to 
the exiſtence of a provoſtry here in popiſh times; 
but retains nothing remarkable about it, except - 
ſome remains of its old religious buildings. 

Weſtward from Leith about a mile along the 
ſhore, is | 


NEWHAVEN. 


A thriving fiſhing-village, from which the fiſh. 
market of Edinburgh receives a great ſhare of its 
ordinary ſupplies. In ſummer and autumn, New- 
haven and its neighbourhood are much frequented 
by the citizens of Edinburgh, who repair hither for 
the ſake of ſea-bathing, and for rural exerciſe and 
Alr. 
F. 


A mile 
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A mile and a half farther on is the village of 


CRAMOND, 


SITVATE at the point where the river Almond 
falls into the frith of Forth. Its aſpect is pictur- 
eſque. It has ſome fmall trade. It has a good 
ſchool; and gives its name to the pariſh in which 
3t ſtands. 


QUEENSFERRY 


Is an ancient burgh on the ſouthern fide of the 
Frith, about eight miles diftant from Edinburgh ; 
and is ſaid to have received its name, becauſe Queen 
Margaret, the wife of Malcolm Canmore, was ac- 
cuſtomed to croſs the Frith by this paſſage, when- 
ever {he travelled between the caſtle of Edinburgh 
and Dunfermline. This has been, probably ever 
ſince that period, the ſtation of a regular ferry for 
conveying paſſengers between the northern and 
ſouthern ſhores of the Frith. Oppoſite to it, on 
the northern ſide, ſtands the village of NorTx 
FERRY, which likewiſe owes its origin and ſupport 
to the eſtabliſhment of the Ferry in this fituation, 
On the height above riſes the burgh of IxVER- 
KEITHING, famous as the ſcene of a defcat here ſuf- 
fered by the Scottiſh army from the. forces of 
Cromwell, Below Inverkeithing, on the ſame 
northern fide of the Frith, is a fine natural baſon, 


forming ſuch a harbour as ſtrongly invites the bur- 
geſſes 
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geſſes of Inverkeithing to engage in a ſea-faring 
traffic. Both Queensferry and Inverkeithing poſ- 
ſeſs ſome trade, and exerciſe ſome ſhare of manu- 
facturing induſtry. Both are thriving in conſe- 
quence of their advantageous fituation on the Frith, 
and of the flouriſhing cultivation of the country 
round, 5 


LINLITHGOW. 


Tax capital of the county to which it gives its 
name, is ſituate at the d- ſtance of about 16 miles 
weſtward from Edinburgh, and 12 miles ſouthward 
from the Frith. It has long been diſtinguiſhed for 
the palace of the kings of Scotland, which ful 
ſtands here, for its lake remarkable for beauty, 
and for its exquifite fiſhes. No traveller paſſes 
through the country without viſiting it. The 
Engliſh, maſters of Scotland in the reign of Ed- 
ward I. built here a ca/t/e, or, as they termed it, a 
peel. This caſtle was afterwards taken from them, 
for Robert Bruce, by William Bunnock, a neigb- 
bouring peaſant. Bunnock fold a quantity of hay 
to the Engliſh garriſon then in the caſtle, which 
he was to deliver to the purchaſers within the 
caſtle-gates. Within his waggon, which was ap- 
parently filled with hay only, he concealed eight 
armed men. He himſelf, with his ſervant, con- 
ducted the horſes with their carriage. The gates 
were opened for their admiſſion; but, aſſoon as the 
waggon was dragged between, ſo as to block them 


up 
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up from being ſhut, the men in armour, in concert 
with Bunnock, fprang ſuddenly up; the Engliſh 
were overpowered and lain or difarmed, and the 
caſtle was thus won and delivered up to Bruce. 


The famous iron works of Carron, ftand north- 
weſt from Linlithgow, towards Stirling. The 
neighbourhood of Carron affords abundance of rich 
iron-ores, Unwrought iron is likewiſe imported 
from the countries on the Baltic. Military ſtores 
and domeſtic utenfils of all forts, for which iron is 
the proper raw material, are here manufactured in 
great abundance, for exportation and for home- con- 
ſumption, greatly to the profit of the manufactur- 
ing company by which theſe works are conducted, 
and to the accommodation and enriching of the 
country in general. | 


BORROWSTOUNNESS 


Is lefs diſtant than Carron from Linlithgow, and 
may indeed be conſidered as forming a ſea- port to 
Linlithgow. It is a thriving trading town, Coals 
are an article of export from it. Its trade has been 
increaſed by the vicinity of the iron-works of Car- 
ron, and by the navigable canal eſtabliſhing a junc. 
tion between the Forth and the Clyde. Dunfern- 
{ine and Alloa are conſiderable towns, ſituate at 
different diſtances on the oppolite fide of the Frith. 


— STIRLING 
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STIRLING 


Is an ancient and conſiderable burgh, forty miles 
diſtant from Edinburgh, fituate on the Forth, a- 
bove the acceſs of the tides, famous in the Scottiſh 
hiſtory for its caftle, for its bridge, and for the 
great events of which it has been the ſcene. Its. 
main ſtreet riſes up the declivity of a hill, on the 
ſummit of which ſtands the caſtle. It may contain 
fix or ſeven thouſand inhabitants. It has manu» 
factures of linens, of tartan ſtuffs, of whiſky, &c. 
The caſtle was founded by. the Anglo-Saxons in 
the eighth century, was rebuilt in the Norman 
faſhion, about the period of the reign of Malcolm 
Canmore, was frequently the place of the reſidence 
of the Jameses, and, after all the viciſſitudes which 
it has experienced, is ſtill a place of confiderable 
ſtrength. The proſpe& from its battlements, is, 
beyond the power of deſcription, intereſting and 
grand. About three miles ſouth-weſt from Stir» 
ling, is the ſcene of the fampus battle of Bannocke 
burn. At ſome diſtance farther to the ſouthweſt, 
is the populous and thriving town of Falkirk, 


The coaft of Fife, ſo eaſily aceceſſible at Stirling 
by the bridge, at Leith, and Queensferry by the 
reſpective ferry-boats, well deſerves to be viſited 
by the traveller. The coal and lime trade ſupport 
a copious population upon its upper parts. Along 
its lower coaſts, that induſtry ts earneſtly cultivat- 


ed 
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ed, to which a fertile ſoil, the opportunity of na- 
vigation, and the vicinity of a great city naturally 
give riſe. Brunt-1/land, Kinghorn, Kirkaldy, Dy- 
fart, Wemyſs, Largo, and a number of other ſmall 
towns, extend thick along the ſhore, to where St 
Andrews 1s ſeated at the ſouthern extremity of the 


Frith of Tay. Fiſhing, a coafting trade in coals 


and lime &c., the manufacture of checks and can- 
vas, with ſome other modes of induſtry, afford ſup. 
port to the inhabitants of theſe places. Several of 
them were once more thriving than they are at 
preſent. They were kindly. foſtered by the favour 
of King James VI. who conferred upon moſt of 
them the privileges of royal Burghs. The ancient 
fame and opulence of the univerſity of St Andrews, 
the eminent ſcholars who have taught or ſtudied 
in it, and its preſent uſefulneſs as an excellent ſe- 
minary for liberal inſtruction, are univerſally 
known. The interior country is fertile, populous, 
and, for the moſt part, well cultivated. Cupar, 
reputed the county-town, is of ſome conſiderable 
extent and population.. Auchtermuchty, Newburgh, 
and Strathmiglo are ſupported chiefly by a manu» 


' faQture of green linens, At Falkland are the rui- 


nous remains of what was once a ſtately royal pa- 
lace, The Lomond bills, anciently covered with 
wood, riſe above Falkland with a beautiful circular 
elevation. Abundance of wheat, barley, and oats, 


is produced on the cultivated lands of Fife, It has 


ſeveral fine ſtreams which hold their courſe thro? 
it into the bay, Its ſurface is ſo adorned and di- 


verified 
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verſified, as to render its aſpect ſufficiently intereſt- 
ing and agreeable. It poſſeſſes elegant and ſpa- 
cious edifices, the ſeats of noblemen and EPI? | 


its principal landholders. 


Beſide this intereſting character of the owl 


ſcenery of the country lying on all fides around 
Edinburgh, —befide whatever is worthy of notice 
in the towns and villages which are thns ſcattered 


over theſe diſtrias ; there are a number of princely | 


ſeats, which no curious ftranger would not chuſe to 
leave Edinburgh without viſiting. 


THE PALACE AND PARK OF DALKEITH, 


| BeLonGING to His Grace the Duke of Buc- 
cleugh, are eagerly ſeen and admired by all perſons 


of taſte, The park wall meets the eaſtery end of 


the town of Dalkeith, The palace ſtands at a very 
ſmall diſtance north-eaſt from the gate opening in- 
to the town, and cloſe upon the ſouthern bank of 
the North Eſk. The park extends, for ſome miles 
in length, towards Muſſelburgh and Invereſk. Its 
breadth, between north and ſouth, comprehends 


ſome part of the ſeparate courſes, with the junction 


of the two rivers, the North and the South Elk, 
Its ſurface is diverſified as to level and elevation 
tall foreſt trees, underwoods, ſwelling knolls, and 
open lawns are ſuitably intermingled within it. 
Magnificent ſtables and kitchen gardens ly at a due 
diſtance from the palace. Deer, ſheep, and black 
cattle, feeding within this park, ſerve to enliven and 
adorn its ſcenery, The principal apartments of 

M the 


a" 
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the palace, are ſpacious, magnificent and ſump- 
tuouſly furniſhed. The paintings muſt be, in a 
particular manner, highly intereſting to every vi- 


fitor of taſte. One ſet of rooms {till exhibits fur- 


niture which was preſented by King Charles 11. 
to the Duke and Ducheſs of Monmouth and 
Bncclengh, the ſon and daughter-in-law of that mo- 
narch, and anceſtors of the preſent Duke of Buc. 
cleugh. In the hall are ſome curious ſpecimens of 
intereſting objects of natural hiſtory. | 


MELVILLE, 


Tux newly built ſeat of the Right Honourable 
Henry Dundas, ſtands about a mile and a half 
between weſt and north-weſt above the town of 
Dalkeith, upon the northern bank of the North 
Eſk, and near to the village of Laſſwade. Its fitu- 
ation is low; but it ſeems to be a ſtately and com- 
modious houſe, and is not unworthy of notice. 

AT the diſtance of ſome miles farther, towards 
the ſources of the ſame river, is 


HAWTHORNDEN, 


Tux ſeat of the celebrated William Drummond, 


. the pcet, hiſtorian and flateſman, whoſe works are 


one of the moſt honourable monuments of Scottiſh 
genius, ſuch as it was in the beginning and middle 


of the fixteenth century. 


Bawthornden is at but a Tmall diſtance from the 


celebrated ruinous caſtle and chapel of 
| ROSLIN 
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RosLIN. 


Tux ruins of this caſtle ſtand on a romantic 
nook, around which, on three ſides, the North Eſk 
beautifully winds its ſttream. On the north fide 
there is acceſs to theſe ruins acroſs a bridge, 
beneath which no part of the ſtream now runs, 
although it plainly appears, that, anciently, a 
branch of it was artificially conducted this way, 
ſo as completely to inſulate the caſtle. Jnveſted 
around on all hands by riſing grounds, this caſtle 
ſeems to occupy, as it were, the arena of an am- 
phitheatre. The ruinous walls of the caſtle are 
in part ſtanding, but ly, partly, ſcattered in vaſt 
fragments, which beſpeak it to have been of amaz- 
ing ſtrength. Its area appears to have been of a 
large extent, The whole ſpace incloſed, a part of 
which lies without the caſtle walls, and is cultivat- 
ed as a kitchen-garden, or plaated with fruit and 
foreſt-trees, may comprehend two or three acres, 
After the caſtle lay in ruins, a modeſt .dwelling- 
houſe was built within its preeincts, at the ſouthern 
fide, in the beginning of the laſt century; and this 
houſe ſtill ſtands and is habitable. The caſtle it- 
ſelf appears to have been built about the end of the 
fourteenth century. On a rifing ground, about a 
furlong north, or nearly north-eaſt, from the caſtle, | 
ſtands the Chapel; which 1s one of the moſt beau- 
tifu] and entire remains of the richeſt and moſt 
ornamented ſtyle of Gothic architecture. Theſe 
precious remains are univerſally admired; and are 
ſo frequently vifited by the citizens of Edin- 
3 M2 burgh, 
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burgh, and the inhabitants of the circumjacent 
country, that a good inn 1s ſupported here for the 
entertainment of thoſe viſitants. The banks afford 
to carcful culture, abundance of the fineſt flavoured 
\ Rraw-berries: and to feaſt upon ſtraw-berries in 
their ſeaſon, is not leſs than to viſit the ruins, an ob- 
- jeR with thoſe parties of pleaſure which viſit Roſlin. 


PENNYCUICK-HOUSE, | 


Tux ſeat of Sir John Clerk, Baronet, is ſituate 
n three miles farther weſt ward, ſtill upon the 
banks of the North Eſk. It is a handſome modern 
houſe, the principal rooms of which are ſpacious, 
elegant, and ſumptuouſly furniſhed. Of one room 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Q/ian's Hall, the roof 
is nobly painted with hiſtoric pieces from the poems 
aſcribed to Oſſian. The kitchen-gardens are extenſive 
and ſkilfully cultivated. The ornamented grounds ly- 
ing around, are particularly worthy of perambula- 
tion and careful ſurvey. Their natural diſpoſition is 
ſufficiently pictureſque; and ſuch ornaments have 
been ſuperinduced upon them as are well adapted 
to improve this general effect. | 


HOPETOUN-HOUSE,. 


Tax feat of the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Hopetoun, is fituate upon the ſouthern bank of 
the Forth, about ten miles weftward from Edin- 
burgh. Around it is an extenſive tract of noble 
woods and of highly ornamented pleaſure- grounds. 
Within "wn and on the edge of the Frith, are 

ſome 
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ſome points of view, look ing north, eaſt, and weſt 
which afford proſpe&s incomparably grand and 
| beautiful, The whole ſweep of the Frith, from 
Stirling to Dunbar, may be here comprehended 
almoſt at one view. The edifice itſelf is a noble 
one, placed with its front to the eaſt, The whote 
ride from Edinburgh to Hopetoun- houſe, is exceed- 
ingly pleaſing, by the fine proſpeAs which it af- 
fords. The generous courteſy of the noble pro- 
prietor grants ready acceſs to ſtrangers, to wander 
through thefe enchanting grounds, No place caty 
be more intereſting to the eye of taſte, 

In the immediate vicinity of the New Town of 
Edinburgh, the houſe of 


BELLE-VUE, 


Tux ſeat of Mrs General Scott; and north from 
the river Leith, the contiguous ſeats of Mr Rough- 
head of Inverleith, and of Colonel Muir are the 
moſt remarkably worthy of notice. 


NEWBATTLE-HOUSE, 


Tux ſcat of the Marquiſs of Lothian, PER! on 
the South Eſk, about a mile weſtward from Dal- 
keith, at the head of a fine plain, and within a 
noble park, is one of the moſt intereſting places 
in theſe environs. It was once the ſeat of a com- 
munity of regular Romiſh clergy. Some of the 
old conventual buildings ſtill remain. In the park 
are ſome trees of extraordinary girth and height. 

M 3 Souty 
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.  SouTn from the South Eſk extends a ridge of 
rising grounds, ſheltering the vale, and dividing it 
from another yale and river beyond the ridge. In 
that vale ſtand a number of fine modern houſes, 
highly worthy of notice; and ſeveral ruins of ves - 
\ nerable antiquity. 


BORTHWICK-CASTLE 


Is one of the moſt ſpacious and perfect remains 
of the mixed military and civil architecture of the 
fourteenth century. 


a” * 


oOxENTOORD-CASTLX, 


A MORE modern edifice, is the well known ſeat 
of Sir John Dalrymple, Baronet. 


PRESTON-HALL 
* the beautiful newly built manſion-houſe of 
Colonel Callander of Crichton, 


Theſe are e the moſt 3 ould of view, 
the moſt intereſting proſpetts,—the moſt conſider- 
able towns and villages, —the moſt magnificent or 
handſome country-ſeats and villa: deſerving the 
notice of the citizen or the ſtranger, in the environs 
of Edinburgh. This ſhort account of them, how 
eyer unequal to- their merits, will at leaſt ſerve to 
ſuggeſt their names and ſituations to enlightened 


and "nga curiohtys N 


. he To 
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To the foregoing Hiſtory and Deſcription of the City, e 
beg leave to add the following Lifts and Regulations, 
which, we hope, will prove of very general ufe, © 


LIST of the Banks and panxens in Edinburgh, 


BANK of Scotland, Old Bank. Cloſe, Lawnmarket. 

Royal Bank of Scotland, Croſs. 

Sir William Forbes, James Hunter and Co. Parliament Cloſe. 
Meſſrs Mansfield, Ramſay and Co. Royal Exchange. 

Donald Smith and Co. Front of Royal Exchange. 

Thomas Kinnear and Sons, ditto. 

' Britiſh Linen Company, Nether Bow. 

Seton, Houſton, and Co. Exchange. 

Robert Allan, Writers Court. 


MAILS. 


Tux Mail for London, and all over England, departs with the 
Royal Mail Coach, every afternoon at half paſt three oclock, 
Thurſday excepted, and reaches London early in the morning of 

the third day after: Arrives every morning, Wedneſday excepted. 
Poſtage to London, 7d. 

A mail is diſpatched every Thurſday for the places north of 

London, and a mail arrives from theſe places every Wedneſday. 

The Mails for North America, and the Weſt Indies, are made 
up on Saturday, before the firſt Wedneſday of every month ; poſt- 
age Is. 7d. ; and may or may not be paid to the Weſt Indies; but 


to North Ameaica, muſt be at in N 
paid at ingiving. — 


4 
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Tueſdays and Sundays, are the proper days for giving in letters 
to the Continent of Europe, and the arrivals are Mondays and 
" Thurſdays. 

There muſt be paid at Edinburgh, with all foreign letters, as 
follows : | | 

To Holland, France, Flanders, and Eaſt Indies, 2d. 

To Spain, Portugal, and Gibralter, 2s. id.; Port Mahon, 18. 10d. 

To Italy, Sicily, Turkey, Germany, Geneva, Switzerland, Den- 

mark, Sweden, and Ruſſia, 18. 7d. . 
N. B. An officer attends night and day at the General Poſt 


Office, to diſpatch expreſſes to any part of Britain. 
| 


STAGE-COACHES. 


To LeiTn.—Three Coaches go from the Croſs of Edinburgh to 
the Shore of Leith every half hour. Tickets, 6d. 

From DaLkxziTH.——Two Coaches every morning (Sundays ex- 
cepted) at nine o'clock, and return from the croſs at eleven ; come 
back at four afternoon in Winter, and five in Summer, and leave 
Edinburgh in Winter at fix, and in Summer at ſeven in the even- 
ing. Tickets 1s. 6d. 

From MvusssLBuURGH.—Four Coaches every morning at nine 
o'clock, and five in the afternoon in Summer, and four in Winter, 
and return two at eleven, one at twelve, and another at one, and 
fix in Winter and feven in Summer. Tickets 18. 3d. 

From ParsTONPANsS.—One every morning at nine o'clock, and 
returns at three in Winter, and four in Summer, from Stewart's 
High Street. Tickets 1s. 6d. 

To and from HappincTon.—One every day at ten vc 
from Sutherland's at the croſs. Tickets 4s. 

To PzrBLEs.—One from Archibald's, Candlemaker-row, every 
Monday, Wedneſday, and Friday, in Summer, and Tueſday and 
A return fame days. 
| Tickets Ss. . - 


To 
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To and from GLas6ow,—One every morning at eight o'clock, 
from Robertſon's, head of Leith Walk, and Dick's, Glaſgow. 
Another at the ſame hour from Marſhall's, Cowgate head, and 
| Campbell's, Graſſmarket, and Paton's, Glaſgow. Another at the 
fame hour, from Montgemery's, Graſſmarket, and Dunbar's, Glaſ- 
gow. Another at the ſame hour, from M*Kay's, Graſſmarket, and 
Durrie's, Glaſgow. Another every morning at nine o'clock, from 
Warden's, Grafſmarket, and Buchanan's, Glaſgow. Another every 
morning at eleven o'clock, from ditto's, Graſſmarket, and Durie's, 
Glaſgow. | 88 

To STIRLING,—-One from M*Kay's, Graſſmarket, every Tueſ- 
day, Thurſday, and Saturday; returns from M*Kechaie's, Stirling, 
every Monday, Wedneſday, and Friday, at eight in the morning. 
Another from Mrs Gibſon's, Graſſmarket, every Monday, Wed- 
neſday, and Friday; returns every Tueſday, Thurſday and Satur-, 
day, from Wingate's, ſame hour. Tickets 9s. 6d. 

To Bexwicx.—A Diligence ſects out from D. M*Farlane's, every 
day, and from G. Hall's, Berwick, at ſeven o'clock in the morning. 
Tickets 17s. 8d. 

To Lownpon by Bexwicx.—The Royal Mail Coach ſets out 
from Dryſdale's, St Andrew's ſtreet, New Town, every afternoon, - 
at half paſt three o'clock, arrives at Newcaſtle next morning at 
nine, and ſame evening arrives at York at four o'clock, reaches 
London the third morning from ſetting out, at five o'clock. Tio» 
ket to London, 51. 7s. 
| The Royal Charlotte Poſt Coach ſets out from Robertſon's, 
head of Leith Walk, every morning at three o'clock. Tickets to 
London, 61. 6s. 

To and from Queensrex&y —One every morning at nine, and 
four in the afternoon, from Warden's, Graſſmarket. Tickets 28. 

To PzxTH.—One every Tueſday, Thurſday, and Saturday, from 
Roberſon's, head of Leith Walk, at nine in the morning ; returns 
every Monday, Wedneſday, and Friday, at ſeven o'clock. Tie- 
kets 118. 6d. 

To ABERDEEN, by Perth and Brechin—One goes from Robert- 
ſon's, head of Leith Walk, every 'Tueſday, Thurſday, and Satur- 
day, at ten in the forenoon, and from Aberdeen every Monday, 
Wedneſday, and Friday, at four in the morning. Tickets 21. 48. 

Irans 
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_  JepnuURGHA by Lauder. One from Reid's, Briſto Port, every 


' Wedneſday and Saturday, at fix o'clock in the morning. Fare 


118. 6d. 
To Keis0.—One from M*Farlane's, Canongate head, every 


| Tueſday, Thurſday, and Saturday, at eight in the morning. Fare 
135 


To LINLTrudow and Fal — One every day from Mar- 
ſhall's, Cowgate head, at four o'clock afternges ; returns from Fal- 


kirk every morning, at fix o clock, ee 
To Falkirk, 56. 


, 
, 


„. The above departur.s, &c, are frequently altered. 


EDINBURGH FARES OF HACKNEY COACHES. 
Excluding Tolls and King's Duty. 


the New Town, or ſuburbs, 

One hour's attendance, and to return, 

From Hanover Street, and other parts of the New 
Town, weſtward of that ſtreet, to the Canongate, be- 
low, or to the eaſtward of St John's craſs, or to 
Nicholſon's Street, or other parts of the ſuburbs on | 
the ſouth, we 1 6 

One hour's a. and to W | 


FROME any part of the city to another, or any part of L.'s. 4 


| 
8 
f 


For every hour's attendance after the firſt, — 1 — 
On Time within the city and ſuburbs, 

For the firſt hour, — 1 6 

For every after hour, — I — 

In caſe a coach be detained before uſing it, for every 


balf hour in addition to the hire, | — — 6 
From 
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From the ſouth end of North Bridge Street, or from 


any part of the New Town, eaſt of Hanover Street, 


to Leith, 

One hour's attendance, and to return, 

From any part of the High Street, or ſouth of it, or 
from Hanover Street, or weſt of it, to Leith, 

One hour's attendance, and to return, , 


From the ſouth end of North Bridge Street, and from 
the eaſtward of Hanover Street, to Broughton, An- 


tigua Street, or the like diftance, 

One hour's attendance, and to return, 
From any other part of the city or ſuburbs, 
One hour's attendance, and to return, 

From the ſouth end of North Bridge Street, or any 
part of the New Town, to Drumſheugh, including 
the whole houſes to Brachead, or any part of the 

like diſtance, 
One hour's attendance, and to return, 
From any other part of the city or ſuburbs, 
One hour's attendance, and to return, 
| Te any place within the Whitchouſe-toll, farther than 
Drumſheugh, 6d. of addition to each of the four laſt 
mentioned fares. | 6 

From any part of the Old Town to Gibbet or Grange- 

toll, or the like diſtance, ' 

One hour's attendance, and to return, 

From any part of the New Town to Gibbet or Grange- 
toll, or the like diſtance, 

-One hour's attendance, and to return, 

To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. 

Dean, Dalry, Marchiſton, caſt and weſt Grange, 

Powburn, Reſtalrig, Murrayfield, &c. 
*Two hours attendance, and to return, 
Every hour's attendance, after the firſt two, 
To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. 
Newhaven, Bellmount, Gorgie, Blackford, &c. 
Two hours attendance, and to return, 
Fo every hour's attendance, after the firſt two, 
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To the following places, ſetting down, viz. Drylaw, 


Corſtorphine, Saughton-hall, Slateford, &c. 
Two hours attendance, and to return, 
Every hour's attendance, after the firſt two, 


To any of the following places, ſetting Gs 5s 15 


Niddry, Edmonſtone, Somervell-houſe, &c. 

Two hours attendance, and to return, 

Every hour after the firſt two, 

To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. 

_ Crammond, Currie, Maviſbank, Laſſwade, &c. 

Three hours attendance, and to return, ö 

Every hour's attendance, after the firſt three, 

To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. 
Smeaton, Polton, Newbattle, Roſlin, &c. 

Three hours attendance, and to return, 

Every hour after the firſt three, | 

To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. 
Preſtonpans, Kirkliſton, Newliſton, &c. 

Three hours attendance, and to return, 

Every hour's attendance after the firſt three 

To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. Ar- 
niſton, Tranent, Elphinſton, Queensferry, &c. 

Three hours attendance, and to return, 

Every hour's attendance after the firſt three, 

To any of the following places, ſetting down, viz. Or- 
miſton, Chrighton, Borthwick, 

'Three hours attendance, and to return, 

To ditto, every hour's attendance after the firſt three, 

To ditto, for above eight, and not exceeding ten miles 


going 1 — day. 


HACKNEY CHAIRS, 


EVERY liſt within the ancient royalty, including the 


Canongate, as far as the Britiſh Linen Gffice, and 
the ſtreet of Potterrow, 
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Ditto to St Andrew's Square, Theatre, and adjacent L. . d. ; 


buildings in the extended Royalty, — — 6 
Each lift from Edinburgh to Leith, in the day-time,. — 2 6 
Ditto in the night-time, — 3 — 
Hire for a forenoon, — 2 6 
Hire for an afternoon, — 3 — 
But if carried home after ſupper, — 3 6 
Hire for a whole day, — 4 6 
Hire ſor a week, I 5 — 
Each hour's attendance, — — 6. 
Every lift after One o'clock in the morning, — 1 — 


Every double lift to pay double hire: — Two Children, or one 
Child in a perſon's arms, always excepted. 


+ * The laſt regulation for Chairs, which took place the 23d of 
February 1791, is {> extenfively enumerated, as to prevent our in- 
ſerting the whole in this work. Maſters or owners of Chairs, or 
their ſervants, are. thereby obliged to produce a printed Copy of 
ſaid Regulations to their employer, if demanded, on pain of for» 
feiting their hire, and a penalty of two CA and fixpence for: 
every offence. 


PORTERS. 


FOR carrying every cart of coals, not exceeding 12 L. 8. d. f. 


hundred weight, to a fourth ſtorey, and all above, — — 3 0 
To a third ſtorey, ——_ 1 
To every lower ſtorey, or to a cellar, » —— — 20 
For every other burden of any kind, from any place | 
within the city to another, „ 
For every burden of wine, or other RR packing ; 
and unpacking, — — 2 6 
For every burden of furniture, — — 20 
For every lift of furniture carried on poles, — — 60 


No porter to deal in buying, ſelling or retailing coals, under a 
N | penalty 


1 . 
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penalty of 51. Sterling, and ever rendered incapable. Porters ob- 
liged to weigh coals for the inhabitants, and be entitled to one pen- 
ny per cart, and no more. 

By act of council of the 13th of April 1797, the porters of 
Leith are particularly regulated, and no porter ſhalt demand more 
than the rates therein ſpecified, and ſhall have a copy of the ſaid 
regulations to ſew his employer, if des ianded, under penalty of 
tos. for each tranſgreſſion and forfeiting his bire. 


DRIVERS or COALS, ax» PORTERS, 


Fog 


TO prevent fraud by the drivers of coals, abſtracting them on 
the road, and ſelling the remainder at the weight taken in at the 
coal-hill. 

There are ſeven ſetts of weights ere? and ſtationed at the 
different ſtands of porters within the city, and are in charge of the 
box-maſter of the porters, who is anfwerable to the city for the 
ſame ; and that one porter at each ſtand ſhall have the care of the 
triangle and weights, and be at all times ready to weigh coals for 
the inhabitants for the uſual fee: who is alſo to wear a Yellow 
Badge, marked with the words, Public Weights and in failure 
of the above regulations, the box-maſter is liable in a penalty not 

exceeding twenty ſhillings Sterling, and the your refuſing to 
weigh coals, to be deprived of his badge. | 


STATIONS of the Weights and Triangles. 


I.— The Weigh-houſe. 
II.—The Croſs. | 
III — Bailie Fife's Cloſe. 
IV.—Head of the Canongate. 
V.—Head of the Meal-market, Cowgate. 
VI.—Regifter Office. 
VII.—St Andrew's Church, New Town. 


Drivers of coals, to produce (if demanded) a ticket of the weight 
A and if found de- 


| ficient 
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ficient in weight, the coals to be forſeited to the uſe of the Charity 
Work-houſe, and if more than a quarter of an hundred, the driver 
to pay the expence of weighing, and double the ordinary fee. 
No cart loaded with coals; to ſtand for ſale in the ſtreets of the 
city or Canongate, upon pain of ſeizure of the coals. 
r ets @ib-Beck of ae Dry 
gate, and in the Lawnmarket, and no where elſe in the City. 


REGULATIONS roa KEEPING ra STREETS CLEAN. 


1. No water, aſhes, or other nuiſance, be thrown from the win- 
dows, doors, or ſtairs, nor carpets ſhaked from the windows, 

2. All nuifances to be laid out before ſeven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, from 1ſt March to 1ſt September, and before eight the other 
half of the year. Carpets to be ſhaked or duſted before eight 
throughout the year. 

3. Nuiſances on no pretence to be laid out on a' Sunday. 

4. The poſſeſſor of each houſe, to ſweep and preſerve from nui- 
ſances, the common ſtair: immediately below ſuch houſe, at leaſt 


twice a- week; and a ſtorey or lodging being void, the poſſeſſor 


next above is bound as aforeſaid... 

5. No chaff to be emptied in the ſtreets. Chaff-beds to be emp- 
tied by the ſcavangers. 

6. No aſhes to be riddled in the ſtreets, upon forfeiture of the 
riddles, 

7. No ſpouts for conveying water or nuiſances from houſes, ſhall. 
be uſed, under penalty of ten ſhillings, beſides expence of procels,. 
and demoliſhing the ſpout. 

8. All dung, bark, or timber, laid upon the ſtreet, ſhall be taken: 
away within three hours after laid out, under penalty of ten ſhil-- 
lings, and confiſcation of the property; and if continued in the 
ſtreet for one night, the perſon from whoſe poſſeſſion it was s brought, 
to be liable in a further penalty of ten ſhillings. 

9. No obſtructions of any kind to be left upon the ſtreets, or” 
avenues to the city, on penalty of ten ſhillings. 

10. Maſons not to hew or drop ſtones upon the ſtreet, without 
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- [permiſſion in writing; and all rubbiſh, or earth, to be carried off, 
- the ſame day as laid out, under penalty of ten ſhillings. 

I1. The word Nuifance, to comprehend dung, filth, herbs, greens, 
roots, aſhes, duſt, ſtraw, chaff, bark, rubbiſh and water. And the 
word Street to comprehend all ſtreets, wynds, cloſes, courts, ſquares 
12. For treſpaſſes againſt. the foregoing regulations, where no 
particular penalty is annexed, the penalty for the firſt offence is 
two ſhillings; for the ſecond, five ſhillings; and for the third, 
ten ſhillings, beſides 24 hours confinement in the City-guard or 

13. All perſons poſſeſſing ſhops, vaults, and cellars, under the 
foot pavement, or poſſeſſing houſes and ſhops, where there is no 
vaults or cellars, in the Royalty, ſhall ſweep and clean the plain- 
ſtones and foot pavement before their reſpective poſſeſſions, once 
every day, before nine o'clock, (Sundays-excepted) upon paw of. 
forfeiting two ſhillings and ſixpence. 


. FINIS. 


MAPS PUBLISHED BY T. BROWN. 


A four ſheet Map of Europe, beautifully co- 


loured, price 10s. 6d. or mounted on can- 
vaſs, with rollers, 16s. 


Travelling Maps of Scotland and England, in 
caſes, price 38. 6d. each. 


A large Plan of Edinburgh, in a caſe, 4s. ow 
paper, 28. 
9 Maps of the World, and quarters, price 
s. per Map. 
A — Map of France. 


„ Always on hand, in great variety, Books 
and Stationery goods, Drawing Books, 
and all kinds of Drawing Materials, 
Maps and Prints, Diſſected Maps and 
Hiſtories for the information of Youth in 
Geography, &c. &c. 
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